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Eastern Hemisphere Explorer × Search Smartly × 1

Since Western explorers 
made the first trips to the East-
ern Hemisphere in sailing ships, 
you’ll get to sharpen your exploration 
skills by seeking out information about these magnificent 
vessels. Be sure to read the Tips as you work to quickly become a Master 
Information Finder!

Search Smartly
Remember…
	Spelling counts!

	Search for one term at a time

	The more specific, the better

How did a clipper ship get its name?  
 

Tip #1 Use the most significant word in the 
question as a search term. As you may 

have already guessed, both “clipper” and “ship” are 
fairly significant words in the question above. “Ship” 
tells you what specific noun you’re looking for, but can 
you get even more specific? Yes! “Clipper” tells you what 
kind of ship you need to look for. Type “clipper ship” 
into the search window of your encyclopedia to see what 
you get… Note: if you click on the “Search by Word” 
button in the search window, you’ll be presented with 
more options for ways to refine how the computer 
searches for the information you’ve entered.

Ships built by trading companies for trips to the East 
Indies were called:  

Tip #2 Check related articles for 
information you need. With the 

search for “clipper ship” still in your encyclopedia 
window, check the list of articles that appear 
immediately below it. Do you see one that might be 
helpful? Try the article called “Ship”. Wow! This 
article is huge! Now what? Read on…

Tip #3 Search the text within an article to 
jump to relevant information. Under 

the “Edit” menu, select the “Find…” tool. (You can 
also open this window quickly by clicking on the 
article window with your mouse and pressing 
[Ctrl]+[f] on your keyboard.) Type in a significant 
word or phrase from the question and hit [Enter] 
to search the text of the article. The article will 
jump to any matches, which will appear in red. 

In this case, try searching for either “trading 
companies” or “East Indies”. What did you 
find?

In 1809, The Phoenix became the first steamship to make an 
ocean voyage. Name the engineer who built it.  

 

Tip #4 Search the text for specific dates to 
quickly locate historical facts. Since 

we’re still talking about ships, stay in the “Ship” article 
and search the text for the date “1809”. What do 
you find in the paragraph near the date?

Which type of ship was designed with more sails, a Spanish galleon or the packet ship, The Flying Cloud?
 

Tip #5 Use media links within the articles to find what you need. Click on the images of these two 
ships to see larger versions of them in order to more easily compare the sail structures. Keep in 

mind that these articles also contain numerous links to charts, maps, timelines and other related information 
that you may need during your exploration this year, so keep your eyes peeled.

How did you do? We are confident that you may figure out even better ways to navigate your encyclopedia 
as your adventure continues this year. Hopefully these tips will transform you into a master encyclopedia explorer 
early on in your Eastern Hemisphere adventure. For more information about how to search the internet safely, see 
the tips in the Introduction to your Core Instructor’s Guide.
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Eastern Hemisphere Explorer × Australia × 13

Australia:
Great Barrier Reef

How many reefs together make up the Great Barrier Reef?

How far do those reefs stretch? Name a city that is this same distance away from where you live. 

(For example, the distance between Denver, Colorado and Atlanta, Georgia is about as far as the Great Barrier Reef is 

long. Hint: try the distance calculator on your CD ROM…)

What is coral and how does it form?

How have changing sea levels affected the growth of the Great Barrier Reef?

Explain how one of the following has threatened the Great Barrier Reef. 

 crown-of-thorns starfish    high water temperatures

List three interesting facts about the Great Barrier Reef.
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24 × New Zealand × Eastern Hemisphere Explorer

    Mapping  � Label the largest city in New Zealand, Aukland, with 
the  symbol for having over a million inhabitants.

 � Label the six cities that have major universities:

�	Wellington �	Christchurch

�	Auckland �	Dunedin

�	Hamilton  �	Palmerston North

Note: No New Zealand cities have a population of a 
million or more people.

 � Draw the mountain symbol  in brown to label 
the Southern Alps

 � Challenge: Label the Bay of Plenty and the Bay of 
Islands.

 � Challenge: Label the Waikato River and Cook Strait.

Label:
 � Draw and label a compass rose.

 � Create a map key as you work.

 � Pacific Ocean

 � Tasman Sea

 � Lake Taupo

 � Clutha River

 � Stewart Island

 � Color and label the North Island and the South 
Island two different light colors (your choice).

 � Label the capital of New Zealand, Wellington, with 
a star. 

Official Name:

Language:

Population:

Key Religion:

Government:

Currency:

How many equal $1 U.S.? $1.00 = ____________

Climate—North Island:

Climate—South Island

Reason for New Zealand’s mild climate:

National Anthem:

Key ethnic groups—list two:

Key Exports:

Popular Team Sports:

Flag

Just the Facts
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Eastern Hemisphere Explorer × Antarctica × 33

Antarctica

Map Key
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42 × Japan × Eastern Hemisphere Explorer

 Japan  Notable Names
Saint Francis Xavier  Dates he lived:
When did Saint Francis Xavier arrive in Japan? Label it on your timeline.

Share the two main reasons he traveled to Japan.

Matthew C. Perry  Dates he lived:
When did Commodore Perry travel to Japan? Label it on your timeline.

Describe Perry’s reason for traveling to Japan and how he was received. What did he 
accomplish?

Douglas MacArthur  Dates he lived:
Between 1945-1951, what part did MacArthur play in Japan’s history?

Describe General MacArthur’s goals and accomplishments while he was in Japan. 
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52 × Korea × Eastern Hemisphere Explorer

 Korea Journey Jots 
Way of Life

List two reasons why the Korean 
Way of Life has changed in the last 

century.

1.

2.

Rural Life
List three fun facts about 
South Korean houses…

1.

2.

3.

Alphabet
Name of alphabet:

Number of letters:

Foods
The basic food in Korea is:

Other foods include…

The Choson Dynasty
The Korean name for…

North Korea:

South Korea:

Currency
How many North Korean wons 

equal $1 U.S.?

$1.00 = ________________

How many South Korean wons 
equal $1 U.S.?

$1.00 = ________________

South Korea—History

In 1987, a new _________________________

was passed that allowed the people to directly

______________________________ instead of

through an electoral college.

Amount of power the people have:

more                     less

Communism in North Korea
Things the Communist government did:

a.

b.

c.
Amount of power the people have:

more                     less
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Eastern Hemisphere Explorer × China × 65

Monumental Moments  China

2

3

4

5

Zhou Dynasty.
Number of years in power:

Which key person changes the 
country’s belief system during this time?

What did he change?

2

Qin Dynasty.
Number of years in power:

List at least two accomplishments made 
during this dynasty.

4

Chinese keep meticulous 
historical records.

Do you think this has influenced 
how much we know about the 
Chinese? Why or why not?

3

Shang Dynasty.
Number of years in power:

List at least two accomplishments 
made during this dynasty.

1
1

Sui Dynasty.
Number of years in power:

Name this dynasty’s major 
engineering accomplishment. 

What was it’s purpose?

6

7

6

Han Dynasty.
Number of years in power:

Which philosophy becomes the 
basis of government?

5

Song Dynasty.
Number of years in power:

Important inventions:   Types of art developed:
1.      1.

2.      2.

7

1766- 
1045 BC

1045- 
256 BC

100 BC

202 BC- 
220 AD

221- 
206 BC

AD 581-618

960-1127
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Eastern Hemisphere Explorer × Mongolia × 77

Local Lingo  Mongolia

Journey Jots 
People

Minority groups living in Mongolia:

Alphabets
List the two Mongolian written alphabets:

1.

2.

Economy
Circle the animal most herders raise in Mongolia. 
Draw a box around the other animals they raise.

Exports
List products Mongolia exports:

yurts               Shamanism            Uyghur script             Khalkha             Lamaism

Across
2. one of two chief religions in Mongolia
4. a form of Buddhism
5. traditional Mongolian alphabet, 

borrowed from Uyghur Turks

Down
1. official dialect of Mongolia
3. felt tents nomad Mongolians live in
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Eastern Hemisphere Explorer × Russia × 95

     Choose Your Adventure Russia
 Do a mini-report or Country Card on one Eastern 

European nation that was once a Communist 
satellite. (3 points)

 In addition to the Country Card requirements 
listed in the introduction to this guide, your report 
or Country Card should include information on 
the following:

• What is the population of this country like? 
What people groups live there?

• What agricultural products does it produce? 
What are its major industries?

• When did it become a part of the U.S.S.R.?

 Do a mini-report or Country Card on Siberia. (3 
points) Questions your report or Card should 
answer:

• Where is Siberia?

• How much of Russia does it cover (Include a 
map as a visual)?

• How many people live there?

• What natural resources are available in 
Siberia?

• What is the weather like there?

• What plants and animals live there?

• Historically, why have most people gone there?

• What forms of transportation are available 
there?

• Write a short paragraph describing the history 
of Siberia.

 Find a recipe online to make blinis to serve to 
your family. Serve with salmon for a meal or with 
syrup as breakfast or a treat. (3 points)

 What’s the difference between Russia and the 
U.S.S.R.? Write a paragraph or give a short 
presentation to explain. (2 points) 

 If you play a musical instrument, learn a piece 
by Tchaikovsky or another famous Russian 
composer. Give a recital for your family or friends. 
(2 points)

 Paint a picture of St. Basil’s cathedral in Red 
Square (Moscow). For a picture of St. Basil’s, 
check books on Russia in your local library, or go 
to www.google.com , click on “images” and type in 
“St. Basil’s Cathedral.” (2 points)

 Act out or create a puppet show to perform for 
an audience based on a Russian folk tale. (You 
may need to do a little research to find a suitable 
tale. Selecting a children’s book re-telling of the 
tale may prove helpful for writing a script. For a 
helpful website, go to www.sonlight.com/iglinks-5
.html keywords “Puppet Show”. Also great 
puppet show material: The Nutcracker Suite—use 
Tchaikovsky’s score for background music!)  
(4 points)

 Create a colorful, well-illustrated time line 
that shows the “life span” of the U.S.S.R. (4 
points) Your time line should include, but is not 
limited to, the following information about the 
U.S.S.R.’s formation:

• The civil war from 1918-1920: why was this 
significant?

• 1921: Who opposed Bolshevik policies?

• What did Lenin establish?

• The date of formation of the U.S.S.R.

• Which four nations did the U.S.S.R. originally 
include?

 Your time line should also include information 
about the fall of the U.S.S.R., including but not 
limited to:

• Leaders influential near the end of 
power

• Date the U.S.S.R. dissolved

• Type of government served as a 
replacement

• Major/significant dates of the newly 
forming government (when was a new 
constitution signed? first elections? 
crowning of a new king? etc.).

 (continued )
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126 × India × Eastern Hemisphere Explorer

India A Closer Look
Three Main Land Regions

Each column lists the main land regions in India. Check the boxes in each region if the characteristic fits.

Characteristic Himalaya Northern Plains Deccan Plateau

• is mostly farmland

• consists of three parallel ranges

• Varanasi and Allahabad are located here

• wildlife: tigers, deer, rhinoceros, wildflowers

• rivers: Cauvery, Godavari, Krishna, Mahanadi

• is the largest alluvial plain in the world

• highest mountain system in the world

• wildlife: elephants, monkeys

• is home to the greatest river in India

• snow covers peaks throughout the year

Climate
Use the information from your reading to fill out the chart below.

Name of Season:
Occurs during these 
months of the year:

Average temperatures 
during this season:

Typical weather during 
this season:

The Cool Season
a.

Temperature drops 
below freezing in the 
north. Further south, the 
temperature never drops 
below freezing.

b.   Much 

___________________ 

falls in the Himalayas.

The Hot Season

March-June

c. In the plains:

 up to _____° F

d. In the desert:

 up to _____° F

Hot weather!

The Rainy Season
e. f.  _____________________ 

winds pick up moisture 
from the Indian Ocean

g.  Rain falls for ___ weeks

 1-2 3-6 5-7 9-12


