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Advanced Apologetics  | Section One |  1 

The Sonlight Instructor’s Guide (IG) is designed to make your educational experience as easy 
as possible. We have carefully organized the materials to help you and your children get 
the most out of the subjects covered. This IG includes an entire 18-week schedule, notes, 
assignments, readings, and other educational activities.

Easy to use
Everything you need is located right after the schedule each week. If 
a note appears about a concept in a book, it’s easy to find it right after 
the schedule based on the day the relevant reading is scheduled.

Notes
When relevant, you’ll find notes about specific books to help 
you know why we’ve selected a particular resource and what 
we hope children will learn from reading it. Keep an eye on 
these notes to also provide you with insights on more dif-
ficult concepts or content (look for “Note to Mom or Dad”).

Vocabulary 
These sections include terms related to cultural literacy 
and general vocabulary words in one easy-to-find place.

To Discuss After You Read 
These sections help you hone in on the basics of a book so you 
can easily know if your children comprehend the material. The 
questions are numbered to help you reference between the 
Parent Guide and the Student Guide.

WEEK  NOTES CORE A

Day 1

Bible

Egermeier's Bible Story Book  | pp. 10–12

Note: We read a story Bible to give our children the 
full flow of the Bible’s content. We read Egermeier’s 
because it chooses the stories well, is readable, and 
compelling. My children often pleaded with me to “keep 
on reading.” May our children grow up to understand 
the Word and to love it.

To Discuss After You Read
Q: Why did God rest on the 7th day?
A:  as an example to use, please fi nd additional questions at 

the back of the Bible book

Memorization | Romans 3:23

Find the verses your children will memorize on the 
weekly schedule. After your children memorize these 
verses, we recommend they say the name of the letter of 
the alphabet before saying the verse itself. Thus: “A—All 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Romans 
3:23. B—Believe in the Lord Jesus …,” etc.

We also strongly encourage you to have your children 
memorize the verse and the reference to help in locating 
the verse in the Bible itself.

Our purpose in this assignment is not only to instill 
good Scriptures within our children’s hearts and 
minds, but to help them develop confidence and 
ability in public speaking.

Encourage your children to say their verses loudly, 
boldly, and with a lot of expression, this adds a sense 
of drama to the words. 

Over the next 26 weeks or so, your children will 
memorize one Bible verse per week (and one verse per 
letter of the alphabet). When your children have mastered 
the entire group of verses, we encourage you to have 
them present the verses to an audience—either you, 
your family and guests, a homeschool group, or your 
church or Sunday school.

Sing the Word: From A–Z | “All have sinned” Track 1

This great mnemonic aid Sing the Word, allows the 
entire set of 26 scripture verses in the Bible program to 
be easier to memorize and a blast to learn! Music is a 
great tool when trying to remember something. Listen to 
this track the entire week.

Timeline Instructions 

Throughout the year, we will provide Timeline 
suggestions from your assigned reading here in your 
Notes . We mark them with a dd symbol. If we use 
the dd symbol, please find a figure in the Sonlight 
Timeline Figure packet.

You should either use the timeline sold by Sonlight 
Curriculum, or make a timeline for the wall of your room 
using 8½"x 11" paper (taped sideways, end to end), one 
inch for every 100 years or so.

100 years Tape

Timelines are helpful because not every book we 
read will be in chronological order. When we read them 
and mark dates on our timeline, we are better able 
to understand how events fit together: which things 
occurred at the same time, which things came first, and 
which things came later.

You may wish to use the figures we sell, or use color 
markers, pens, and pencils to write on your timeline the 
names and dates of significant events, persons, etc.

Whatever method you use, we believe your overall 
sense of history will be enhanced if you maintain this 
discipline throughout the year.

Markable Map 

Sonlight’s geography program weaves throughout the 
year with assignments from almost every book you read. 
Look for the  symbol on the schedule page. This will 
alert you to a map assignment that day. Use the maps 
we have included with each day's map assignment to 
find each location. Then help your children locate each 
place on your Markable Map using a washable pen. (We 
recommend Vis-a-Vis® pens. If you should accidentally 
use a non-washable marker, rubbing alcohol can 
remove those errant marks.)  

The Markable Map 
 assignment 

indication

The coordinates 
 marking the location 

on the map

The map on which 
 you will find the 
assigned place

 London , England �(F2) �  �(F3) �  South Wales  (map 3)

CORE A WEEK  SCHEDULE

Bible

Egermeier’s
Bible Story Book

pp. 10–12 pp. 12–16
dd

pp. 16–18
dd

pp. 18–21
dd

pp. 22–27

Memorization 
Sing the Word: From A to Z

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)
“All have sinned”—Track 1

History/Geography

The Usborne Children’s 
Encyclopedia

pp. 114–115 pp. 116–117

Living Long Ago pp. 2–3; 26–27 pp. 50–51

5-Day: I Heard Good 
News Today

chap. 60


Read-Alouds

The Boxcar Children chap. I chaps. II–III chap. IV chap. V

5-Day: The Story 
About Ping

Entire book


The Llama Who Had 
No Pajama

p. 7 p. 8

The Arnold Lobel Book of 
Mother Goose

pp. 5–6 p. 7

Miscellaneous

Create-a-Calendar Days of the Week. See Notes for more information.

Field Trip/Practical 
Life Skills

Other Notes

See “About Biblical Dates” in Introductory material in Sec. One 

Schedule

Notes

Instructor’s Guide Quick Start
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About ”Advanced Apologetics:  
Defending Christianity in the 21st Century”

Advanced Apologetics includes three books that were 
carefully selected from a wide selection of contemporary 
resources on the defense of the Christian faith. The books 
in this elective are intended not only to address intellec-
tual matters, but also to emphasize the development of 
moral character and the nurturing of a winsome approach 
to sharing and defending the faith.

A Little Primer on Humble Apologetics by James W. Sire (In-
terVarsity Press, 2006). Sire is well known as the author of 
the influential book The Universe Next Door: A Basic World-
view Catalog. As a campus speaker, Sire is well acquainted 
with common questions and debates regarding Christian-
ity and the challenges Christians face in the marketplace 
of ideas, such as in university settings. A Little Primer on 
Humble Apologetics provides a solid foundation for the 
practice of apologetics. Sire addresses the definition of 
apologetics, its value, limits, contexts, arguments, and the 
call to defend the faith. As Sire so astutely points out, the 
defense of the faith is not just about having the best argu-
ments or evidence, but also about approaching the topic 
with humility. As such, this is the first book students will 
read over the course of this 18-week elective.

Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian Convic-
tions by Gregory Koukl (Zondervan, 2009). Koukl holds a 
graduate degree in apologetics, but beyond his academic 
credentials he is an experienced apologist, having inter-
acted with people regularly on his radio broadcast and 
via his ministry Stand to Reason. For years Koukl has been 
living out his approach to conversing with others about 
Christianity and has collected his best insights in Tactics. 
Koukl’s book is not so much about apologetic arguments, 
but about the approach one can take in dialogue with oth-
ers. As such, Tactics is helpful to apologetics, evangelism, 
and also contributes to making everyone a better speaker, 
listener, and winsome ambassador for Christ no matter 
what the topic.

Christian Apologetics: A Comprehensive Case for Biblical 
Faith by Douglas Groothuis (IVP Academic, 2011). This is 
one of the finest contemporary books covering the broad 
spectrum of apologetics that offers both positive evidence 
for faith, as well as thoughtful critiques of other view-
points. As a graduate-level seminary professor, Groothuis 
is clearly very familiar with the defense of the faith. Al-
though the length of the book is at first glance somewhat 
intimidating, the chapters themselves are well-organized 
and in general straightforward enough for the layperson 
to grasp. The one possible exception is chapter 10 on the 
ontological argument for God’s existence, which is a com-
plex subject to condense into one chapter. On the whole, 
however, Christian Apologetics is one of the best resources 
available on the topic.  n

Introduction
Since its inception Christianity has faced intellectual 

challenges. In the 21st century Christianity continues to 
encounter opposition to its truth claims about reality, es-
pecially from vocal skeptics, atheists, and other faiths. One 
Barna Group research study indicated that 80 percent of 
Christian teens who were once highly active in church are 
no longer spiritually active by the time they are 29 years 
old.1 Another study, this one by the UCLA Higher Educa-
tion Research Institute, showed that after three years of 
college there is a 23 percent drop in frequent involvement 
in religious services.2

Clearly, Christian students are facing significant chal-
lenges to their faith, especially as they transition from 
high school to college and beyond. As a result, Advanced 
Apologetics is designed to educate, equip, edify, and 
encourage students to understand opposing viewpoints 
and to become familiar with the extensive and convinc-
ing evidence in support of Christianity. In short, there is 
an abundance of support for the Christian faith. Like Paul 
the Apostle stated, Christianity is “true and reasonable.”3 
As such, it is able to withstand the most rigorous intellec-
tual scrutiny, provide positive evidence on its behalf, and, 
when compared to other worldviews, demonstrate that it 
offers the best explanation of reality.

1. “Most Twentysomethings Put Christianity on the Shelf Following 
Spiritually Active Teen Years”; https://www.barna.org/barna-update/
article/16-teensnext-gen/147-most-twentysomethings-put-christianity-
on-the-shelf-following-spiritually-active-teen-years.

2. see “Students Abandoning the Faith”; http://www.summit.org/ 
resources/essays/students-abandoning-the-faith/.

3. Acts 26:25, NIV.



Date: Day 1 1 Day 2 2 Day 3 3 Day 4 4 Day 5 5

Little Primer on Humble 
Apologetics

pp. 9–21, (stop at 
“Apologetics as cor-

recting error and 
misbehavior”)

pp. 21–35 pp. 37–48 (stop at 
“The Holy Spirit and 

Prayer”)

pp. 48–61 (stop at 
“Formal Lectures to 

Primarily Christian 
Audiences”)

pp. 61–70 

Assignment Summarize 
a Chapter

Other Notes

Day 1
Little Primer on Humble Apologetics | pp. 9–21, 
(Stop at “Apologetics as correcting error and  
misbehavior”)

Vocabulary

fledgling: just getting started, immature [p. 9]

Francis Schaeffer (1912–1984): Christian author, theolo-
gian, philosopher, speaker, and founder of L’Abri Fellow-
ship in Switzerland. Some of his popular books include 
The God Who is There, Escape From Reason, True Spirituality, 
and Art and the Bible. [p. 10]

Karl Marx (1818–1883): Coauthor of the Communist 
Manifesto (1848), the primary force behind modern forms 
of communism. [p. 11]

Friedrich Nietzsche (1844–1900): German philosopher 
and author of numerous works including Beyond Good 
and Evil and Thus Spake Zarathustra. He influenced existen-
tialism and is viewed by some as a precursor to postmod-
ern thought. [p. 11]

Jean-Paul Sartre (1905–1980): A French philosopher 
who promoted existentialism. [p. 11]

Albert Camus (1913–1960): A French journalist, writer, 
and philosopher who promoted existentialism. [p. 11]

panorama: full and wide view. [p. 13]

benighted: unenlightened, in intellectual darkness.[p. 16]

exegesis: a term used in biblical interpretation (herme-
neutics) that refers to drawing out what is in a text and 
properly interpreting it (exegeting it). [p. 18]

quintessential: worth imitating. [p. 19]

To Discuss After You Read
Q: Many Christian apologists don’t emphasize the rela-

tional aspects of defending the faith, instead concen-
trating on the “nuts and bolts” of apologetics, such as 
arguments, the importance of reasoning, and respond-
ing to criticisms of the faith. Sire, however, points out 
that relationships are important to apologetics. Do you 
agree with his approach? Why or why not? [p. 13]

Q: What do you think Paul meant when he wrote, “I have 
become all things to all people”? [p. 21]

The opening paragraph describes the biblical events 
recorded in Acts 2. [p. 9]

Sire’s fourth point, derived from 1 Peter 3:15, is key to 
his overall premise that the defense of the faith requires 
certain character traits, namely humility and “living a truly 
godly life.” This is summed up in the final sentence on 
page 16, which continues to page 17: “a humble holy life 

... is far more significant than one’s ability to fashion and 
present a verbal apologetic for that life.” This is not to say 
that humility and holiness should result in ignoring intel-
lectual arguments for faith, as Sire later will offer several 
lines of reasoning for Christianity, but to emphasize the 
need for one’s character and disposition as being founda-
tional to apologetics. [p. 16]

Sire again notes that Paul “began with the Jewish 
population.” The reason for this approach is the fact that 
the Jewish people were anticipating and awaiting the ar-
rival of a deliverer—the Messiah (the Christ). They already 
believed in one God, the nature of human sin, and were 
in many ways “ready” to hear the message of the gospel. 
Moreover, the majority of the first Christians were over-
whelmingly Jewish and did not consider themselves as 
starting a new religion or even a sect. For Jewish believers 
in Jesus, such as Paul, they saw their beliefs as being a 
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Week 1



natural outgrowth of their Jewish faith. Given this context, 
it made sense for the first Christians to reach out to fellow 
Jews. We could also add that these early believers in Jesus 
who came from Jewish backgrounds did not particularly 
see themselves as “becoming Christians,” as though Chris-
tianity were already an established term. [p. 19]

Sire’s points on this page are insightful. Apologists must 
be sensitive to the audience they are addressing, noting 
the context, circumstances, cultural factors, and involve-
ment in the given situation. Following this understanding, 
Apologists can wisely adapt to any given situation they 
find themselves in. Biblically speaking, there does not ap-
pear to be one ultimate method or system to implement 
when it comes to evangelism or apologetics. Obviously, 
the truth is proclaimed, but how one presents it and 
defends it appears to vary depending on the context and 
other circumstances. [p. 20]

Day 2
Little Primer on Humble Apologetics | pp. 21–35

Vocabulary

epistemological: relating to epistemology, the branch of 
philosophy concerned with knowledge. [p. 23]

christocentric: Christ centered. [p. 24]

ontological: having to do with being and the nature of 
being; sometimes used in reference to metaphysics, which 
addresses questions about ultimate reality. [p. 24]

Synoptic Gospels: Synoptic means “seeing together” and 
refers to the many similarities between Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke, suggesting that these gospels had one or more 
sources in common. Being notably different in its content 
and structure, John is not part of the synoptics. [p. 25]

winsome: appealing, pleasant. [p. 26]

C.S. Lewis (1898–1963): By profession an expert in 
medieval and renaissance literature with Oxford then 
Cambridge, Lewis is best remembered as a popular 
defender of the Christian faith via works such as Mere 
Christianity and Miracles, and for his works of fiction, such 
as The Screwtape Letters and the seven-volume Chronicles 
of Narnia. [p. 30]

Yahweh: One way to write the name of God as recorded in 
the Old Testament. There is no way to exactly pronounce 
the name of God as represented by four letters in Hebrew 
because it contains no vowels. Jehovah, for instance, is 
another form of the name. YHWH of JHWH are two ways 
of transliterating the Hebrew name of God using English 
letters. The four letters are called the tetragrammaton 
(meaning “four letters” in Greek). [p. 26]

To Discuss After You Read
Q: How would you explain what it means to “take every 

thought captive to obey Christ”? [p. 22]

Q: How would you respond to the objections raised on 
this page? Was Hitler “just doing his thing” in seeking to 
eliminate the Jewish people? Is slavery ever justified? Is 
it acceptable to send children to certain death? [p. 28]

There is some debate today among Christians as to 
whether or not we should continue to use phrases relat-
ing to warfare, such as “Christian soldiers” or “weapons of 
warfare” or “crusaders” in relation to Christianity. In some 
situations, the use of such phrases is interpreted as offen-
sive or even militant. It is important to note that biblical 
Christianity in no way advocates violence or warfare in 
relation to gaining converts. Instead, the New Testament 
pattern is one of gentle persuasion, sharing evidence and 
reasons for faith. Nevertheless, the New Testament does 
contain military imagery at times, but we must be careful 
to understand the underlying points being made by using 
such language, as well as the context. In Paul’s day, given 
the Roman control of the region, military imagery would 
make sense. It was something everyday people could 
relate to, as they were keenly aware of Roman military 
presence. Given this context, New Testament usage of 
military imagery makes sense. Whether or not Christians 
should continue to use such imagery is a matter of debate 
and not one that we claim to know the answer to, but it’s 
something to consider and keep in mind. [p. 22]

Some scholars believe John was responding to Gnosti-
cism, which believed, in short, that flesh was bad and only 
spirit was good. As such, they denied that Jesus came in 
bodily form, but was in fact a purely spiritual being. Read-
ing 1 John within this context seems to add support to his 
apologetic against Gnostic views. [p. 23]

The “five intertwining reasons” Sire offers are not to be 
confused with the “five ways” of Thomas Aquinas, which 
offer rational insights in support of God’s existence. [p. 24]

The traditional theological way of referring to God’s 
knowledge of all there is to know is omniscience. [p. 24]

Point four supports Christian pluralism in a philosophi-
cal sense, not in the sense of religious pluralism, which 
is the view that all religions are essentially the same. 
Philosophical pluralism means that there is more than 
one “thing” to the universe. In the case of Christianity, the 
universe consists of God and, as Sire puts it, “the cosmos” 
(including human beings). The counterpart to philosophi-
cal pluralism is philosophical monism, which claims that 
there is no pluralism to the universe, only a oneness. The 
Hindu belief system known as Advaita Vedanta, some-
times called nondualistic Hinduism, is an example of a mo-
nistic view of reality. For more on the distinctions between 
pluralism and monism see Norman Geisler’s Systematic 
Theology, which offers more philosophical insights than 
most systematic theologies. [p. 24]

©
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The claim that God made a universe “that can be known” 
is sometimes referred to as the argument from intel-
ligibility. As such, it is a sort of design argument for God. 
The reasoning for this is presented in various ways. For 
instance, one can make a case for the existence of God on 
the basis of the intelligibility of the universe or one can 
argue that because God exists, therefore, the universe 
in intelligible. Whatever approach is taken, typically the 
apologist using a form of this reasoning will claim that 
the better explanation regarding why the universe is 
intelligible at all is because God must exist, otherwise an 
impersonal, undirected universe without God would not 
likely consist of an intelligible universe or even of personal 
beings capable of reasoning, understanding, or making 
sense of the universe. [p. 24]

Endnote 8, on page 103, is worth reading, as Sire pro-
vides an insightful quote by theologian John Oman. [p. 26]

The “best explanation” reasoning that Sire mentions is 
formally called abductive reasoning. It is often employed 
by apologists who favor a cumulative case approach to 
apologetics, though other types of apologists may also 
implement forms of a “best explanation” defense. Abduc-
tive reasoning is often used by scientists. [p. 33]

Sire mentions the importance of “understanding our 
culture” in relation to apologetics. Several Christian works 
on this subject are of value including the following: All 
God’s Children and Blue Suede Shoes: Christians and Popular 
Culture by Ken Myers, Culture Matters by T.M. Moore, and 
Culture Making by Andy Crouch. [p. 33]

Sire stresses that Christianity “works,” but we want to be 
careful not to only stress the pragmatic aspects of faith. 
Consequently, we also want to underscore that Christian-
ity is true, meaning that it corresponds to reality. [p. 35]

Day 3
Little Primer on Humble Apologetics | pp. 37–48 
(Stop at “The Holy Spirit and Prayer” )

Vocabulary

Rene Descartes (1596–1650): French philosopher. His 
ideas are known as Cartesianism. [p. 42]

Thomas Aquinas (ca. 1225–1274): Medieval Christian 
philosopher and theologian known for many works 
including Summa Theologica. His philosophy is known as 
Thomism. [p. 42]

Augustine (354–430): Great Christian philosopher  
and theologian, known for works such as City of God  
and Confessions. [p. 43]

To Discuss After You Read
Q: To what extent do you think the Fall of humanity has 

influenced our ability to reason? Why does Sire think 
this question is irrelevant to the apologist? [p. 43]

A: because the success or failure of any apologetic argument 
is not in our hands, but depends on the response of the 
audience

Q: What do you make of the cumulative case apologet-
ics that Sire outlines? Does this approach make sense? 
Why or why not? What apologetic approach, if any, do 
you see taking place in the New Testament? [p. 46]

Although Sire indicates that “rational arguments” are 
not often given as reasons for conversion to Christianity, 
numerous individuals would disagree with this general-
ization. C.S. Lewis, for instance, came to faith largely as a 
result of rational arguments, as did many other influential 
Christians, such as popular author and speaker Lee Strobel. 
While it is true that some come to faith in Christ without 
rational arguments, this does not mean that rational 
arguments have no place in the Christian life or practice. 
Rational arguments can serve to edify believers and also 
answer questions that others have, as Sire himself noted 
in the previous chapter. Still, people are far more than 
rational beings and we should not neglect other elements 
that can contribute to someone becoming a Christian. In 
short, there is no single human approach or method that 
will guarantee success in apologetics or evangelism. We 
may have a solid grasp of many rational arguments for 
why one should believe in God and the reliability of the 
Bible, but in some instances the person we are interacting 
with may simply need to hear about God’s love for them 
through Christ. Such circumstances, however, do not 
excuse us from knowing and understanding good reasons 
for faith, as 1 Peter 3:15, for instance, calls us to always be 
prepared to give an answer. [p. 40]

As Sire points out, different Christian apologists ap-
proach questions of certitude of their faith in different 
ways. Those who adhere to a view that is based more on 
probability tend to follow what is known as evidential 
apologetics, though not exclusively so. Apologists who 
take such an approach grant that they cannot be fully cer-
tain of their faith, but they argue that the probability that 
God exists or that Christ rose from the dead, for instance, 
is incredibly high, so much so that faith makes a lot of 
sense. For more on different approaches to apologetics 
see the revised version of Faith Has Its Reasons by Kenneth 
Boa and Robert Bowman (Paternoster or IVP editions). 
[p. 42]

The cumulative case approach that Sire outlines is one 
of many approaches to apologetics. For other approaches 
see Faith Has Its Reasons, mentioned in our note about 
page 42. [p. 45]
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Day 4
Little Primer on Humble Apologetics | pp. 48–61 
(Stop at “Formal Lectures to Primarily Christian  
Audiences”)

To Discuss After You Read

There is a danger in apologetics of making it an almost 
completely human endeavor. We may think that if we just 
find the right arguments, present them in the “right” way, 
and convince someone else of the truth, that’s the secret 
formula for leading someone else to believe. But as Sire 
notes, “the path to belief is mysterious” [p. 47]. We also 
would do well to remember the role of the Holy Spirit, as 
Sire reminds us. Christians who share and defend the faith 
are not on their own and should never think that they 
are. Moreover, it is not, strictly speaking, up to us to “make” 
other people believe as we do. We can seek to humbly 
persuade others with sound evidence and reasons for 
faith, but we can’t ever make someone else believe as we 
do. Keeping in mind the role of the Holy Spirit in apologet-
ics should relieve us of the false burden of thinking that 
it’s all up to us, on our own steam. This does not mean that 
we never act. After all, God has called us to be prepared to 
give answers (1 Peter 3:15), but it means that we are not 
on our own. [p. 48]

Sire uses the term “preevangelistic” to describe his 
presentation to a group of largely non-Christian students. 
Preevangelism, as Sire observes, prepares the ground and 
sows seeds that will, God willing, bear spiritual fruit at a 
later time. Norman Geisler and Ron Brooks offer the fol-
lowing differences between evangelism and preevange-
lism: Evangelism is done by all Christians, but preevange-
lism is done only when needed; evangelism can take place 
anytime and anyplace, but preevangelism only takes place 
when an objection is raised; the content of evangelism is 
the message of the gospel, while the content of preevan-
gelism is all of Christian doctrine or any issues relevant to 
it; evangelism is based on God’s special revelation of the 
gospel, while preevangelism is based on reason; evan-
gelism states the gospel, while preevangelism clarifies 
Christian teachings; and, finally, the goal of evangelism 
is faith, but the goal of preevangelism is understanding 
(When Skeptics Ask, chapter 1). [p. 56]

The “freewill defense” in relation to the problem of evil 
argues that human free will is the root of evil and suffering 
in the world. In order to allow creatures to exist that truly 
possess free will, God left open the possibility that free 
choice could result in evil. But, so goes the argument, the 
greater good is human freedom. Not all apologists use the 
freewill defense in relation to the problem of evil, particu-
larly those of a Reformed tradition (see, for instance, the 
chapter on the problem of evil in Christian Apologetics by 
Douglas Groothuis). [p. 60]

Day 5
Little Primer on Humble Apologetics | pp. 61–70

Vocabulary

stentorian: loud, powerful, forceful. [p. 63]

taciturn: quiet. [p. 69]

eschatology: the branch of theology concerned with last 
things, the end times, and the final state of human beings 
after death. [p. 69]

To Discuss After You Read

The statement, “Two contradictory propositions can’t 
both be true” is another way of presenting what in logic is 
called the law of noncontradiction (or sometimes, the law 
of contradiction). As it is typically put in logic books, the 
law of noncontradiction is stated as, “Either A or non-A.” As 
an example, either God exists (A) or God does not exist 
(non-A). To say that God both exists and does not exist 
would violate the law of non-contradiction. [p. 64]

Assignment | Summarize a Chapter
Your schedule includes a weekly assignment listed 

under Day 5. We recommend completing the assignments, 
but feel free to offer some flexibility if necessary, depend-
ing on your situation and schedule. Some weeks include 
assignment options to choose from. In those instances, 
select only one of the alternatives.

Select chapter 1, 2, 3, or 4 of A Little Primer on Humble 
Apologetics and write a one- to two-page summary of it. 
Include the overall point the author seeks to make in the 
chapter you select. Note areas where you are in agree-
ment or disagreement with the author and offer reasons 
for your position.  n
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Date: Day 1 6 Day 2 7 Day 3 8 Day 4 9 Day 5 10

Little Primer on Humble 
Apologetics

pp. 71–84 pp. 85–101

Tactics: A Game Plan for 
Discussing Your Christian 
Convictions

Foreword–chap. 1 chap. 2 chaps. 3–4

Assignment The Columbo 
Tactic

Other Notes

A religious experience argument for Christianity can be 
part of a cumulative case apologetic. In other words, while 
it cannot stand completely on its own, it can be combined 
with other lines of reasoning in order to support the 
whole of the Christian faith. For a brief defense of religious 
experience see J.P. Moreland’s Scaling the Secular City. For 
a chapter-length treatment see Christian Apologetics by 
Douglas Groothuis. [p. 77]

Another helpful treatment of the problem of evil and 
suffering is found in How Long, O Lord? by D.A. Carson. 
Also see the chapter on evil by Ronald Nash in To Everyone 
An Answer (IVP). [p. 78]

A key problem with relativistic thinking is that it is self-
refuting. Peope making the claim that every truth claim is 
relative do not, presumably, intend that their viewpoint 
be taken as relative, but as absolute. In addition to the 
resources Sire lists on this topic see Relativism by Francis 
Beckwith and Greg Koukl. [p. 80]

Day 2
Little Primer on Humble Apologetics | pp. 85–101

To Discuss After You Read
Q: Of Sire’s five basic requirements for being a successful 

apologist, which one do you find most challenging? 
What might you do to improve in this area? [p. 94]

A: answers will vary

Day 1
Little Primer on Humble Apologetics | pp. 71–84

Vocabulary

Sensus divinitatis: Latin for “sense of the divine,” is a 
phrase found in John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian 
Religion. [p. 84]

In Chapter 5, Sire does not mention key arguments 
based on what is known as natural theology, which seeks 
to offer arguments for God apart from the Bible. The most 
popular natural theology arguments are arguments from 
morality, design, and the origins of the universe. Moral 
arguments state that if objective moral values exist, the 
most reasonable explanation is that they are derived from 
a transcendent moral law giver (God). Design arguments 
claim that evidence of specific design in the universe indi-
cates that a grand designer must exist (God). Arguments 
based on the origin of the universe, known as cosmologi-
cal arguments, make the case that anything that has a 
beginning has a cause. Since it can be demonstrated both 
philosophically and scientifically that the universe had 
a beginning, it must have had a cause. The most likely 
explanation, it is said, is that God caused the universe to 
begin. Not all apologists support such natural theology 
arguments, however. Classical apologists tend to strongly 
favor the use of natural theology arguments. For a defense 
of natural theology arguments see the book In Defense of 
Natural Theology (IVP). [p. 73]
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Note the books Sire recommends in footnote 2 in rela-
tion to calling. The Call by Os Guinness, in particular, is well 
worth reading. [p. 91]

For more on preevangelism see our note about page 56 
in Week 1 Day 4. [p. 98]

Day 3
Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian 
Convictions | Foreword and Chapter 1

Vocabulary

Deepak Chopra: a medical doctor and popular author 
who promotes various forms of complementary medicine 
including Ayurveda, an Eastern practice. [p. 13]

amorphous: shapeless. [p. 13]

neo-Darwinism: a term sometimes used to refer to evolu-
tion, usually by critics. [p. 14]

Faux pas: an embarrassing or tactless act or remark in a 
social context. [p. 14]

anachronism: something that is historically out of place. 
[p. 15]

D-Day: a term used to refer to a date when a large military 
operation will start, usually used in reference to World 
War II when the Allies invaded Normandy on June 6, 1944. 
Koukl mentions this, but not until page 26. [p. 25]

To Discuss After You Read

Note Koukl’s words in the quote in the middle of the 
page. Rhetoric—the art of speaking persuasively—plays a 
key role in our culture, particularly in politics. This does not 
mean that rhetoric is bad. After all, learning to speak well is 
a helpful skill. But when rhetoric is tied to important issues, 
make sure those issues are backed by reasonable insights 
and intellectual support, not just fancy words.[p. 27]

Koukl uses the phrase “an effective ambassador for 
Christ.” An ambassador is most commonly known as a 
representative of one nation to another nation. Obvi-
ously, ambassadors must possess a certain degree of tact 
and diplomacy, but also be able to firmly and accurately 
represent (and perhaps defend) the views of their nation 
as needed. In the New Testament the Apostle Paul some-
times used the word “ambassador” in reference to Chris-
tians. In 2 Corinthians 5:20, for instance, Paul wrote, “we 
are ambassadors for Christ,” elsewhere referring to himself 
as “an ambassador” in Ephesians 6:20. Ambassadors don’t 
go looking for fights—they want diplomacy, not D-Day. 
Koukl’s approach doesn’t mean that he is giving up his 
firm beliefs in Christianity, but it does mean that his ap-
proach is a careful one that seeks to represent Christ well 
to the world. [p. 31]

Q: Koukl highlights the importance of knowledge, wis-
dom, and character in relation to representing Christ. 
Why do you think this is the case? [p.32]

Wisdom is one of the four classic Greek virtues, some-
times called the cardinal virtues (the others are fortitude 
[courage], temperance, and justice). Wisdom is also re-
ferred to as prudence or practical wisdom. The three Chris-
tian theological virtues are faith, hope, and love. [p. 32]

Koukl mentions that we “don’t have to be frightened.” This 
is a good point. Too often Christians are on the retreat in the 
culture and in relation to the broad “marketplace” of ideas 
around us. Sometimes this is due to fear, but biblically we 
are told: “for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power 
and love and self-control” (2 Timothy 1:7, ESV). [p. 36]

Day 4
Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian 
Convictions | Chapter 2

To Discuss After You Read

For resources on the life of the mind in relation to Chris-
tianity see Love Your God With All Your Mind by J.P. More-
land and Habits of the Mind by James Sire. [p. 40]

Q: Why does Koukl say that arguing is good? [p. 41]
A: because it helps us find out what is true and what is false

Q: What does Koukl mean when he says he wants to “put a 
stone in someone’s shoe”? How might this be helpful to 
apologetics? [p. 46]

A: he wants to give people something to think about that 
they can’t ignore; it can get people thinking about impor-
tant ideas that may in turn lead them to want to know 
more about Christianity

Koukl is obviously a gifted apologist, emphasizing what 
some term preevangelism—preparing the way for some-
one to be ready to hear the gospel message directly and 
respond (the task of the evangelist). However, some may 
fault Koukl for not seeking to “win someone to Christ.” Af-
ter all, the pages of Acts, for instance, are filled with overt 
presentations of the gospel and incredible and often im-
mediate positive responses (people commit themselves to 
Christ). We should keep some points in mind. First, Koukl 
is not dismissing the ministry of evangelism. Second, our 
cultural situation is not the same as the situation in Acts. 
To be sure, there are some general parallels, which is why 
we can apply the insights of Scripture to our own day 
even though we are far removed historically from those 
times. But our cultural situation has changed dramatically 
since the time of the Apostles. Note, too, that tremendous 
responses to the gospel in Acts are often in relation to an 
audience that is already prepared to hear the gospel. In 
situations where the audience is not already monotheist 
in orientation, such as the Jews, things are often different. 
Paul in Athens, for instance, in Acts 17 is one example. Paul 
gained a hearing among non-Christian thinkers—the elite 
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philosophers of Athens. Some believed in his message, 
others wanted to hear more about it, and still others 
rejected it. But Paul declared the gospel message as 
part of his apologetic approach. In this sense, some 
apologetics see evangelism and apologetics as work-
ing hand in hand. At any rate, Koukl’s emphasis is to 
teach readers how to winsomely engage those who 
hold views contrary to Christianity and in that regard he 
excels. [p. 46]

Koukl observes that in some cases “the fruit is not 
ripe,” meaning that people are not ready to commit 
themselves to Christ. Christian thinker Os Guinness 
once said that far too much of our ministry efforts as 
Christians is geared toward people who are ripe for 
harvest and, therefore, ready to make a decision for 
Christ. But in reality many people in our culture are far 
away from making such a decision. Many are skeptical, 
apathetic, agnostic (they don’t really know if God even 
exists or not), or even hostile atheists. In such cases pre-
evangelism (apologetics) makes a lot of sense. [p. 47]

Day 5
Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian 
Convictions | Chapters 3–4

Vocabulary

A straw man fallacy: occurs when the opponent distorts 
or exaggerates the argument and then attacks the 
exaggerated argument. [p. 68]

Redux: to bring back or revive. [p. 70]

materialistic atheist: one who believes the natural world is 
all there is; this philosophy leaves no room for emotions, 
or spiritual things; a materialistic atheist is a person who 
rejects the idea of God because he or she is only interested 
in material things as opposed to spiritual, intellectual, or 
cultural values. [p. 70]

“A big bang needs a big Banger”: since science states (and 
we know) that something never comes out of nothing, 
the idea of the Big Bang requires Someone to place all the 
necessary items for creation within the small singularity that 
blew apart to lead to the formation of everything [p. 71]

To Discuss After You Read

Q: What are some reasons why Koukl believes that ask-
ing questions is a good approach? [p. 54]

A: it helps him draw people out so they will talk about 
what they think; asking questions takes pressure off 
of him; asking questions places the ball in their court; 
it helps him from jumping to conclusions; it shows he 
wants to understand other viewpoints

Koukl’s advice offered to a friend about Buddhism fits 
Koukl’s style, but this does not mean that actually taking 
the time to study another religion is unimportant or a 
waste of time. Koukl himself, for instance, holds a master’s 
degree in apologetics, which involved the study of other 
religions. While it’s true that “academic” studies of religion 
may sometimes miss the mark regarding what adherents 
of a religion actually believe and practice in daily life, this 
does not mean that having an understanding of religions 
is pointless. Two good places to start studying other 
religions from a Christian perspective include Neighbor-
ing Faiths by Winfried Corduan and The Compact Guide to 
World Religions edited by Dean Halverson. [p. 58]

On Jesus’ clever use of logical dialogue see chapter 3, 
“Jesus’ Use of Argument,” in On Jesus by Douglas Groot-
huis. [p. 60]

The “straw man” error noted by Koukl is also related to 
what in logic is called an informal fallacy (a logical error). 
The straw man fallacy is guilty of doing exactly what Koukl 
briefly mentions—arguing not against the real argument 
someone holds to, but instead a straw man, which is usu-
ally easier to refute than the real argument. [p. 68]

Koukl writes, “People don’t know what they mean much 
of the time. Often they’re merely repeating slogans.” A 
great book addressing some of the popular “slogans” of 
our culture is True for You, But Not For Me: Deflating the 
Slogans That Leave Christians Speechless by Paul Copan. 
In it he tackles several slogans, including “Christians Are 
Intolerant of Other Viewpoints”; “Who Are You to Say 
Another Culture’s Values Are Wrong?”; “If You Grew Up in 
India, You’d Be a Hindu”; “Jesus Is Just Like Any Other Great 
Religious Leader”; and many more. [p. 69]

The kalam cosmological argument, sometimes referred 
to as KCA or simply as the kalam argument, is a variation 
of many so-called cosmological arguments. It argues, in 
short, that everything that has a beginning has a cause. 
By demonstrating that the universe had a beginning, the 
kalam argument goes on to demonstrate that the best 
explanation for the cause of the argument is God. It is 
commonly used by those who accept natural theology 
arguments—views that make the case for the existence 
of God apart from the Bible. The foremost contemporary 
Christan supporter of the kalam argument is philosopher 
and theologian William Lane Craig. [p. 71]

On the charge that believing in God is irrational, see Is 
Believing in God Irrational? by Amy Orr-Ewing. [p. 71]

Q: Why does the author believe “There is nothing irratio-
nal or inconceivable about the idea of a personal God 
creating the universe?” [p. 71]

A: someone needed to set up the Big Bang; since DNA is a 
code it requires someone to write the code; and a moral 
person (God) needs to write the moral laws
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Is it possible to live in a fallen world with only love like 
people often claim they desire from God? We often hear, 
“That isn’t fair” because people believe justice is also im-
portant. Thankfully, God is both Love and Justice. [p. 71]

Q: The author says, “Put simply, morality is the only thing 
you can legislate.” Why do some laws then fail, like Pro-
hibition? [p. 74]

A: people can choose to obey laws or not; the cost of patrol-
ling for alcohol sales became too high

Q: Reiterate what the best first question to ask is when 
challenged in faith issues. [p. 75]

A: “What do you mean by that?”

Assignment | The Columbo Tactic
Practice the Columbo Tactic outlined by Koukl in chap-

ter 3. Since you are just learning the techniques, practice 
with a Christian friend or with your Mom or Dad. If you 
are involved in a church youth group, you may ask if you 
could briefly present the technique and offer a short dem-
onstration of how it works, explaining what it’s supposed 
to accomplish.  n
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Date: Day 1 11 Day 2 12 Day 3 13 Day 4 14 Day 5 15

Tactics: A Game Plan for 
Discussing Your Christian 
Convictions

chaps. 5–6 chap. 7 chaps. 8–9 chap. 10 chaps. 11–12

Assignment Self-refuting 
Statements

Other Notes

The topic of the origins of flight is an interesting one. For 
a video exploring this topic see Flight: The Genius of Birds 
by Illustra Media. The origination of flight poses some par-
ticular difficulties for naturalist evolution, especially since 
they must state that flight arose as part of an impersonal, 
undirected process. Keep in mind, too, that flight is found 
in birds, mammals (bats), insects, and (in the past) reptiles. 
[pp. 81–82]

Some recent arguments attempt to support the claim 
that something can come from nothing, such as A Universe 
From Nothing by theoretical physicist Lawrence Krauss. 
For one response to Krauss see “The New Nothingness” 
by Dean Halverson in Christian Research Journal (2013, 
Volume 36, Issue 6). [p. 83]

Q: How should one respond to the “professor ploy” or 
the attack by someone in an entrenched position of 
authority? [p. 90]

A: don’t attempt to answer the questions, but rather ask 
clarification questions—what do you mean by that or 
how did you come to that conclusion—always shift the 
burden of proof back to the professor; if the person acts 
aggressively, close the conversation by saying, “Let me 
think about this.”

One aspect of Koukl’s advice here that may backfire is the 
possibility that an ungrounded Christian may have serious 
doubts as a consequence of being overloaded with anti-
Christian information and arguments. This is one reason it 
is important for Christians to know what they believe and 
why they believe it. Doubt in and of itself is not bad per se, 
but unanswered doubts can lead to more serious conse-
quences. If you are ever in a situation where you believe 
someone with an opposing worldview has made some 
good points, see to it that you track down answers and 
responses. There is an abundance of literature available, 
both in print and online, that can help you understand and 
evaluate common objections to Christianity. [pp. 92–93]

Day 1
Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian 
Convictions | Chapters 5–6

Vocabulary

Bully pulpit: a highly visual position (or role) that enables 
one to preach a position that others will listen to. [p. 88]

“Never make a frontal assault on a superior force in an 
entrenched position.”: a military concept that applies to 
life. [p. 88]

Ad hominem attack: an attack on one’s character; the per-
son attacked moves from the true agreement to defend 
one’s character. [p. 94]

Religious pluralism: the incorrect belief that all religions 
lead to God. [p. 94]

To Discuss After You Read
Q: What does the author mean by “reversing the burden of 

truth?” [pp. 76–77]
A: everyone needs to give reasons for what they think is true, 

not just Christians

In Koukl’s illustration of a house depicting the basic 
structure of an argument, the walls would formally be 
called premises or supporting premises. In short, premises 
are reasons for believing in a conclusion of an argument. 
[p. 79]

Q: What question shifts the burden of proof to the chal-
lenger? [p. 80]

A: “How did you come to that conclusion?”

For a book-length response to The Blind Watchmaker see 
How Blind Is the Watchmaker? by Neil Broom. [p. 81]
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Q: How do you respond if the challenger dodges the is-
sue? [p. 94]

A: “narrate the debate” or reiterate how the discussion has gone

Day 2
Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian 
Convictions | Chapter 7

To Discuss After You Read
Q: How can you use leading questions? [p. 97]
A: first, try to get agreement on each point, and thus guide 

the challenger to your conclusion; use questions to make a 
point; “to inform, persuade, reiterate, or set up the terms of 
the discussion”

Q: How should you respond when a questioner will poten-
tially judge your responses negatively? [p. 100]

A: ask if it is safe to answer such a personal question, ask if 
the questioner is a tolerant person or someone who will 
judge you for your point of view

Sometimes non-Christians will say, “Jesus said, ‘Don’t 
judge,’ so you shouldn’t judge, either” (or something along 
those lines). Of course, the statement made is itself a judg-
ment since someone is essentially telling you not to judge 
and, by doing so, is passing judgment on you. It’s true 
that Jesus condemned hypocritical and unjust judgments, 
but he also said, “Stop judging by mere appearances, and 
make a right judgment” (John 7:24, NIV). In short, there are 
circumstances where we are called to judge, such as mak-
ing judgments about right and wrong. For more on this 
see chapter 3 of Orthodoxy and Heresy by Robert Bowman. 
Koukl also addresses this matter on pages 222–224. [p. 101]

Day 3
Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian 
Convictions | Chapters 8–9

Vocabulary

Street epistemology: the application of epistemology out-
side of formal academic contexts; a movement designed 
to weaken the faith of believers; a branch of philosophy 
that deals with knowledge. [p. 129]

To Discuss After You Read

Anticipating and preparing for opposing viewpoints 
will obviously require familiarity with differing positions. 
This means that you will want to study topics in more 
detail, ensuring that you are familiar with different lines of 
evidence and support for arguments (what Koukl likens to 
the walls of a house holding up the roof [the conclusion]). 
Of course, you cannot expect to anticipate every possible 
rejoinder that may arise in a conversation. This is where 
another element of apologetics is important—the ability 
to think on your feet. For some, this comes naturally, while 

for others it takes more concentrated effort and practice. 
Apologist and philosopher Douglas Groothuis likens it 
to “going to the woodshed,” which is a phrase used by 
musicians for taking the time necessary to practice your 
instrument. Similarly, defending the faith will require time 
in the woodshed—studying, learning, understanding, and 
practicing. Not everyone is called to serve as a full-time 
defender of the faith, but all are called to be prepared to 
give an answer (1 Peter 3:15). [p. 116]

In Koukl’s sample conversation about “twisting” Bible 
passages, the broader application is to know how to 
interpret the Bible. This will help you make your case for 
the interpretation you are taking. As such, the study of 
hermeneutics (biblical interpretation) is often helpful and 
necessary for apologists to grasp. This does not mean you 
have to take a graduate level seminary course in herme-
neutics or read a textbook on the subject. Start with some 
basic points about how to interpret the Bible, such as 
those found in the book Knowing Scripture by R.C. Sproul. 
In addition, it’s also helpful to see examples of how not 
to interpret the Bible. One of this finest books looking at 
errors of interpretation is Scripture Twisting by James Sire. 
The examples are somewhat dated, but are nevertheless 
useful and instructive. 

With that said, one of the most significant points about 
hermeneutics is understanding the context. This can refer 
to the immediate context of the text in relation to the sur-
rounding text, as well as, for instance, the cultural context. 
Another important point is seeking to draw out from the 
text what the author intended, not reading into the text 
what we want to find or on the basis of preconceptions 
we may have. In addition, avoid selectively citing passages 
without having an understanding of what they mean in 
context. For specific examples of biblical interpretation 
that relate to apologetics see The Apologetics Study Bible.

A careful reading of Paul’s encounter with the Athe-
nians, as recounted in Acts 17, provides one example of 
biblical support for Koukl’s advice to establish common 
ground. Note that Paul begins by essentially compliment-
ing the Athenians (“I see that in every way you are very 
religious” [verse 22]). He finds common ground in an altar 
with an inscription reading, “To an unknown god,” then 
proceeds to present the Christian message intelligently, 
charitably, and without compromise. [p. 122]

One difficulty with Koukl’s advice in the middle of page 
127 is that if you yourself are utilizing his tactics, then the 
person you are in dialogue with may also suggest that 
you make your points by stating your views directly rather 
than asking so many questions. If you refuse, then you 
may be accused of being hypocritical. [p. 127]

Q: What do we need to guard against in a “Columbo am-
bush”? [p. 127]

A: when an opponent uses leading questions to score a point 
against us
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Q: How should you respond to a Columbo ambush?  
[p. 127]

A: always politely, but refuse to answer the leading ques-
tions, state what the opponent is doing, and ask for the 
person’s point-of-view

Q: How should you respond to atheists who seek to rattle 
you in your faith? [p. 129]

A: watch for “what if” questions, or hypotheticals; politely 
refuse to engage, and say, “I’ll have to give that some 
thought”

Q: How should you respond to a “question” that’s actually 
a challenge? [p. 131]

A: “What do you mean by that?”

How do we know that the Bible manuscripts are so 
accurate? Briefly, the manuscript evidence in support of 
both the Old and New Testaments is vast, especially when 
compared with evidence for other ancient manuscripts. 
An entire field of study, known as textual criticism, exten-
sively studies ancient documents, including the biblical 
manuscripts and manuscript fragments. In relation to the 
Old Testament, the Dead Sea Scrolls indicate remarkable 
accuracy in the manuscripts, demonstrating that much 
older manuscripts are nearly identical to much more re-
cent manuscripts. This proves that the Old Testament was 
not changed over the course of centuries in any significant 
way. In short, the biblical documents are amazingly accu-
rate. For more on this see The New Testament Documents: 
Are They Reliable? by F.F. Bruce. For a more recent look at 
the New Testament manuscript evidence see “The Biblio-
graphic Test Updated” by Clay Jones (Christian Research 
Journal, volume 35, number 3 [2012]). For Old Testament 
reliability see The Old Testament Documents: Are They Reli-
able and Relevant? by Walter Kaiser. [p. 138]

Day 4
Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian 
Convictions | Chapter 10

Vocabulary

hari-kari: also known as Seppuku, it is a form of Japanese 
ritual suicide originally performed under certain condi-
tions by samurai. [p. 143]

self repudiation: statements that are both true and false 
at the same time; “when statements fail to meet their own 
criteria of validity”. [p. 144]

Derrida: Jacques Derrida (1930–2004), French postmodern 
philosopher. [p. 147]

pantheistic monism: (or monistic pantheism) is the view 
that all reality is infused with one divine impersonal force. 
It is held, for instance, by Advaita Vedanta Hinduism, but 
not all forms of Hinduism. [p. 152]

To Discuss After You Read

Helpful introductions to logic may be found in Love 
Your God with All Your Mind by J.P. Moreland, Philosophical 
Foundations for a Christian Worldview by J.P. Moreland and 
William Lane Craig, Philosophy Made Slightly Less Difficult 
by Garrett DeWeese and J.P. Moreland, and in Come, Let 
Us Reason by Norman Geisler and Ron Brooks. The (literal) 
textbook introduction to the topic is Introduction to Logic 
by Irving Copi, Carl Cohen, and Kenneth McMahon. [p. 144]

Q: How do you respond to statements that hold two 
points that cannot both be true? [p. 146]

A: point out the contradiction through a question

Paul’s warning in Colossians 2:8 is not against all phi-
losophy, rather it is a warning against “hollow and decep-
tive philosophy” (NIV). Philosophy by definition is the love 
of wisdom—something God clearly wants us to pursue 
(see, for instance, Proverbs 8). [p. 149]

Another point to keep in mind about the claim that 
Western logic is different than Eastern logic is the fact 
that various factions of Hinduism and Buddhism make 
arguments against one another that very much adhere to 
“Western” logic. In other words, in order to make their case 
for their brand of Hinduism or Buddhism in opposition to 
other kinds of Hinduism or Buddhism, they must use logic. 
After all, ultimately they are claiming that their brand of 
Hinduism or Buddhism is right and other views are wrong. 
[p. 152]

For supporting views of theistic evolution see the 
Biologos Foundation. For Christian views opposed to 
theistic evolution see Reasons to Believe (Old Earth) and 
Answers in Genesis (Young Earth). For a view that claims 
to be agnostic on questions about theistic evolution and 
the age of the earth, yet argues for a designer, see the 
Discovery Institute, which supports the Intelligent Design 
movement. Our goal here is not to champion any one of 
these views, but to provide you with sources for further 
study. [p. 156]

Religious pluralism as a view that holds that all religions 
are equally true or valid is not to be confused with plural-
ism as an observation about culture, such as the view that 
America is a pluralistic society made up of many different 
religions. The first makes a claim about the facts of reli-
gions and what they believe (that they are all the same), 
while the second makes an observation about the make 
up of a society or culture (that many different beliefs are 
present in the United States). [p. 155]
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Day 5
Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian 
Convictions | Chapters 11–12

Vocabulary

Iron Curtain: A term referring to the policy of political iso-
lation taken by the Soviet Union after World War II. [p. 161]

To Discuss After You Read
Q:  Why does Koukl believe that the reality of evil can actu-

ally serve as an argument for God and not against God?
A: because to call something evil requires that a standard of 

moral goodness exist in the first place and God is the best 
explanation of the source of moral goodness [p. 172]

Koukl points out that Hinduism is responsible for suffer-
ing in Madras. Why does he believe that is true? In short, 
Hinduism holds that suffering in this life is the result of 
misdeeds in a previous life. Consequently, if one is suffer-
ing now they are meant to suffer, as this will help them 
make progress in future lives and, ultimately, allow them 
to get off the wheel of suffering and become one with 
Brahman. To alleviate suffering, then, from this perspec-
tive is to work against karma—the suffering that one must 
endure in order to gain benefits in a future life. This is why 
Hinduism often results in squalor and, with it, suffering. 
This, too, is why those who tend to do the most to help 
alleviate suffering in places such as India are Christians, 
moved by love for God, love for others, and genuine com-
passion. [p. 167]

Assignment | Self-refuting Statements
Read the entry on “Self-Refuting Statements” on page 43 

of the Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics by Nor-
man Geisler (Baker, 1999). You can find a PDF of the title 
on-line. What similar insights do you find in the entry that 
compare well to Koukl’s insights in chapter 10 of Tactics? 
What differences or additional insights did you gain from 
the Geisler material? What is the relationship between self-
refuting statements and logic? Write a short paper noting 
your research findings and conclusions. If you are unable 
to access a copy of the Baker Encyclopedia of Christian 
Apologetics, write a one- to two-page summary of chapter 
10 of Tactics instead.  n
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