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Sample Core 

Instructor’s Guide.

Map and Timeline activities 
are highlighted. Each book has 
its own map key to give you the 
instant location for each as-
signment.

★ It’s easy to organize your 
schedule and records for your 
needs. 

Each Core Instructor’s Guide 
purchased in a package comes 
with a three-ring binder and 
Mylar-reinforced, tabbed divid-
ers, one divider for each of the 
36 weeks of the typical school 
year, plus tabs for appendices 
and study guides.

Beginning in the third year, you 
will fi nd all the History books, Read-
ers and Read-Alouds are closely in-
tertwined. For example, when you are 
studying the American Revolution in 
the history program, your child reads 
Ben Franklin of Old Philadelphia... 

Space to record your child’s 
initials and completion dates 
so all your records are in one 
place for reporting require-
ments.

Daily Bible reading and 
weekly memorization.

In addition to bold daily 
column heads, a smaller-
print continuous count tracks 
the entire year. 

★ Gives you the familiar 
feel of a weekly schedule, yet

★ Does not tie you to a 
traditional Monday through 
Friday calendar, and

★ Permits you to see where 
you are in the school year.
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Week 1—Notes

Introduction to American History, Part 1  Section Two  Week 1  1

Bible

Memorization

Our memorization/public speaking passage is Psalm 

8. It will be due on Week 6. Read Psalm 8 ten times this 

week—twice each day. Do you know the meanings of 

all the words? Do you understand what the passage as a 

whole is about? Why does the psalmist say God’s name is 

“majestic in all the earth”? What makes it majestic?

History/Geography

Time Line

Throughout the year, we will provide Time Line sugges-

tions from your assigned reading in your History Study 

Guide books, Advanced Readers, Regular Readers, and 

Read-Alouds. These suggestions will be provided weekly 

in your Instructor’s Guide and Notes.

Note: Sonlight Curriculum does not provide figures for 

all of the people, places, or events listed. Figures that are 

provided and should be placed on your time line will be in 

bold type and have an accompanying clock face symbol (d).

You should either use the time line sold by Sonlight 

Curriculum, or make a time line for the wall of your room 

using 8½" x 11" paper (taped sideways, end to end), one 

inch for every 100 years or so.

Assignment for Mom or Dad

Please read “Why You Will Find Contradictions in History” 

in the History Study Guide.

Markable Map
Sonlight’s geography program weaves throughout the 

year with assignments from almost every book you study. 

It is designed to demonstrate to your student the impor-

tance of map skills while enhancing the learning adven-

ture. We provide map suggestions from the assigned read-

ing in the History, Readers, and Read-Aloud Guides. Look 

for the ➣ symbol on the schedule page. This will alert you 

to a map assignment at the beginning of that day’s Study 

Guide notes. Use the key in the Study Guide (see sample 

below) to find each location on the map(s) following each 

book’s Study Guide. Then your child can note each loca-

tion on your Markable Map using a washable pen. (We 

recommend Vis-a-Vis® pens. If you should accidentally use 

a non-washable marker, rubbing alcohol can remove those 

errant marks.)

100 years Tape

The Markable Map
assignment
indication

The number
marking the place

on a map

The map on which
you will fi nd the
assigned place

➣ London, England Q; South Wales W (map 3)

Time lines are helpful because not every book we read 

will be in chronological order. When we read them and 

mark dates on our time line, we are better able to under-

stand how events fit together: which things occurred at 

the same time, which things came first, and which things 

came later.

You may wish to use the figures we sell, or cut out a 

number of “people” from card stock or construction paper. 

Draw clothes on them to look like the characters you are 

studying, and paste them on the time line in the correct 

place.

Some people prefer a less graphic approach and simply 

use color markers, pens, and pencils to write on their time 

line the names and dates of significant events, persons, etc.

Whatever method you use, we believe your child’s sense 

of history will be enhanced if you maintain this discipline 

throughout the year.

Prayer for the Native Americans

Mark the locations of the North American Indian tribes 

on the U.S. side of the map.

The Prayers for Native Americans section is divided into 

one tribe, civilization, or cluster of tribes per week. These 

could be good family reading at meals or bedtime. Check 

off each day as you read and pray.

Readers
Regular Readers: Should refer only to the Regular 

assignments on the schedule page. You will not use all the 

listings in the Reader Study Guide. Advanced Readers: 

Should follow the Advanced schedule only. The Advanced 

schedule includes the Regular readers plus Advanced 

readers and all books are scheduled appropriately in the 

Advanced schedule. (A Lion to Guard Us, for example, is 

scheduled for Week 5 whereas the Regular readers read it 

in Week 1.) n
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8. It will be due on Week 6. Read Psalm 8 ten times this 

week—twice each day. Do you know the meanings of 

all the words? Do you understand what the passage as a 

whole is about? Why does the psalmist say God’s name is 

“majestic in all the earth”? What makes it majestic?

History/Geography

Throughout the year, we will provide Time Line sugges-

tions from your assigned reading in your History Study 

Guide books, Advanced Readers, Regular Readers, and 

Read-Alouds. These suggestions will be provided weekly 

in your Instructor’s Guide and Notes.

 Sonlight Curriculum does not provide figures for 

all of the people, places, or events listed. Figures that are 

provided and should be placed on your time line will be in 

 and have an accompanying clock face symbol (dd).

You should either use the time line sold by Sonlight 

Curriculum, or make a time line for the wall of your room 

using 8½" x 11" paper (taped sideways, end to end), one 

inch for every 100 years or so.

Markable Map
Sonlight’s geography program weaves throughout the 

year with assignments from almost every book you study. 

It is designed to demonstrate to your student the impor-

tance of map skills while enhancing the learning adven-

ture. We provide map suggestions from the assigned read-

ing in the History, Readers, and Read-Aloud Guides. Look 

for the ➣ symbol on the schedule page. This will alert you 

to a map assignment at the beginning of that day’s Study 

Guide notes. Use the key in the Study Guide (see sample 

below) to find each location on the map(s) following each 

book’s Study Guide. Then your child can note each loca-

tion on your Markable Map using a washable pen. (We 

recommend Vis-a-Vis® pens. If you should accidentally use 

a non-washable marker, rubbing alcohol can remove those 

errant marks.)

TapeTape

The Markable Map
assignment
indication

The number
marking the place

on a map

The map on which
you will fi nd theyou will fi nd theyou will fi
assigned place

➣ London, England QEngland QEngland ; Q; Q South Wales W (map 3)

Time lines are helpful because not every book we read 

will be in chronological order. When we read them and 

mark dates on our time line, we are better able to under-

stand how events fit together: which things occurred at 

the same time, which things came first, and which things 

You may wish to use the figures we sell, or cut out a 

number of “people” from card stock or construction paper. 

Draw clothes on them to look like the characters you are 

studying, and paste them on the time line in the correct 

Some people prefer a less graphic approach and simply 

use color markers, pens, and pencils to write on their time 

line the names and dates of significant events, persons, etc.

Whatever method you use, we believe your child’s sense 

of history will be enhanced if you maintain this discipline 

Prayer for the Native Americans

Mark the locations of the North American Indian tribes 

on the U.S. side of the map.

The Prayers for Native Americans section is divided into 

one tribe, civilization, or cluster of tribes per week. These 

could be good family reading at meals or bedtime. Check 

off each day as you read and pray.

Readers
Regular Readers: Should refer only to the Regular 

assignments on the schedule page. You will not use all the 

listings in the Reader Study Guide. Advanced Readers: 

Should follow the Advanced schedule only. The Advanced 

schedule includes the Regular readers plus Advanced 

readers and all books are scheduled appropriately in the 

Advanced schedule. (A Lion to Guard UsAdvanced schedule. (A Lion to Guard UsAdvanced schedule. ( , for example, is 

scheduled for Week 5 whereas the Regular readers read it 

in Week 1.) n
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Ben Franklin of Old Philadelphia

Setting
Philadelphia; 1700s

Overview
d Ben Franklin (1706-1790)

Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) was many things in his 

life: water baby, schoolboy, apprentice, runaway, printer, 

good citizen, inventor, statesman, patriot, ambassador, 

friend, and American. He loved people and used his time 

well. He invented both the lightning rod and a heating 

stove that are still used today, he wrote many pithy say-

ings that we still repeat (a stitch in time saves nine), and 

he persuaded France to help the Americans during the 

Revolution (without which the American troops might not 

have won).

Research Questions
Chapter 4—How far is it from Philadelphia to Boston?

Chapter 10—Find out about Louis XVI, Marie Antoinette, 
and Voltaire, three famous people whom Ben met.

General Comprehension Questions
Despite all the other things he did, what did Benjamin 
Franklin think his trade was? (printer)

Chapters 1-2

➢ Boston Q (map 1)

What happened to lazy people in Boston in the early 
1700s? (they were whipped and might not be allowed to eat)

How does Ben creatively get across the lake? (a kite pulls 
him along)

What two subjects does Ben dislike in school? (Latin and 
arithmetic)

Chapter 3

How does Ben teach himself to write? (he turns paragraphs 
into verse, waits awhile and turns the verse back into para-
graphs to expand his vocabulary)

Why does Ben run away? (his brother frees him from his 
apprenticeship but abuses him and keeps him from a job in 
Boston)

Chapter 4

➢ Philadelphia W (map 1)

Why does Ben go to Philadelphia? (there was a possibility 
of a job)

Did Ben have an easy time getting to Philadelphia? (no)
Explain.

Chapter 5

What does Ben study when he goes to England and when 
he returns to the colonies? (how to become a successful 
printer)

What does Ben print when he gets his own shop? (money
on copperplate printing press, Pennsylvania Gazette, govern-
ment printing, and Poor Richard’s Almanac)

Chapter 6

List some ways Ben improved Philadelphia. (he paved, 
swept, and sanitized streets; improved street lights—not a 
glass bowl but four glass panes; organized a volunteer fi re 
department; suggested hiring policemen; began a circulating 
library; improved mail service and gave them pride in their 
work; set up a defense militia; helped start an insane asylum)

Chapter 7

What are some of Ben’s inventions or observations? (a
heating stove; artifi cial fertilizer and crop insurance; planted 
the fi rst willow trees in America; observed that people should 
wear light colored clothes in summer; knew perspiration 
helps cool people off and that colds spread from person to 
person; identifi ed lead poisoning; invented bifocals and the 
stepladder; noticed the gulf stream; made the glass harmon-
ica; thought electricity was a single fl uid with positive and 
negative charges; invented the electric battery and lightning 
rod; and knew electricity was the same as lightning)

Chapter 8

Since Ben got along with everyone, what treaties does he 
help make? (one with Native Americans, none with the Brit-
ish although he helped keep the peace for a time)

Chapter 9

Why does Ben go to Canada? (they did not support the 
colonies so Ben went to explain why they should)

What famous document does Ben sign? (the Declaration of 
Independence)

How did he serve America during the Revolution? (in
many ways, but mainly he took a dangerous trip to France 
where he stayed for nine years to persuade the French to 
help the colonists, then negotiated the peace treaty between 
England and the United States)

...and you read, among oth-
ers, the Newbery Award-win-
ning novel Johnny Tremain.

And, of course, we 
don’t forget other literary 
genres—like poetry!

All of a Kind Family - Map 1Ben Franklin of Old Philadelphia - Map 1
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A Look Inside
Core Instructor’s Guides

You can teach like a pro and enjoy more stress-free time 
with your children

Check latest prices (and find new items) at www.sonlight.com. Visit often!

3) Your History Guide includes tools you 
can use to:

• Easily compare what your children retain with  
  key learning objectives.

• Develop your children’s geography skills with  
  maps showing locations from your book 
  readings.
• Remind your children of key facts, and gain  
  perspective using time line dates tied to your  
  reading.
• Learn (together) to read discerningly, with  
  notes to help you counter biased articles.

To help you teach multiple students with one 
Core program, we have created separate Instruc-
tor’s Guides for Science and Language Arts. 
Choose a Science program that will interest all 
your children, and match a Language Arts Guide 
to each set of Readers you purchase…

Your Science Instructor’s Guide 
includes:

• A complete, ready-to-use plan, with a full  
  schedule of all science books and experiments  
  for the entire year. No need to create your own  
  plans!
• A comprehensive list of materials you’ll need  
  for each experiment. You’re forewarned well in
  advance of any special needs; you have plenty  
  of time to acquire all the resources for every  
  experiment. 
• Detailed teaching notes to help you guide stu- 
  dents through each lesson.
• Engaging activity sheets with hundreds of il- 
  lustrations, charts, and pictures. Helps students  
  remember more of what they’ve learned.
• Complete time-saving Parent Answer Key for  
  the entire course. You won’t be stumped by any  
  awkward questions. 

Your Language Arts Instructor’s 
Guides feature:

• Manageable, relevant assignments. One weekly  
  dictation taken from the books your children  
  are reading.
• Daily, sequenced assignments to teach your  
  children to communicate effectively in writing.
• Freedom for four-day users, and challenge for  
  fi ve-day students, with optional Friday 
  activities.
• Complete guided schedules for handwriting,  
  spelling, and optional workbooks.
• Built-in phonics training in Grades K to 2.

Bottom line: Each Sonlight Instructor’s Guide 
saves you hundreds of hours of time—literally—
plus loads of stress and frustration. You’ll teach 
your children like a “pro,” and you’ll have time to 
enjoy the journey along with them.  ■

Complete fl exibility to 
work the way you want. If you 
prefer to do an entire week’s 
worth of a single subject in 
one day, work horizontally. 
If you prefer doing a little bit 
from every subject each day, 
work vertically.

★ 36 “weekly” pages provide a 180-day school year calendar & covers all you do 
in a day.

★ This saves you hours of planning time & frustration every week & maximizes 
time spent with your kids.
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