
The Sonlight Instructor’s Guide (IG) is designed to make 
your educational experience as easy as possible. We have 
carefully organized the materials to help you and your 
children get the most out of the subjects covered. If you 
need help reading your schedule, see “How to use the 
Schedule Page” just before Week 1 begins.
 

This IG includes an entire 36-week schedule, notes, assign-
ments, readings, and other educational activities. For spe-
cific organizational tips, topics and skills addressed, the 
timeline figure schedule, and other suggestions for the 
parent/teacher see Section Three. What helpful features 
can you expect from the IG? 

Easy to use
Everything you need is located right after the schedule each week. If 
a note appears about a concept in a book, it’s easy to find it right after 
the schedule based on the day the relevant reading is scheduled.

Instructor’s Guide Resources and New User Information
Don’t forget to familiarize yourself with some of the great helps in  
Section Three and Section Four so you’ll know what’s there and can 
turn to it when needed.

Notes
When relevant, you’ll find notes about specific books to help 
you know why we’ve selected a particular resource and what 
we hope children will learn from reading it. Keep an eye on 
these notes to also provide you with insights on more dif-
ficult concepts or content (look for “Note to Mom or Dad”).

Vocabulary 
These sections include terms related to cultural literacy 
and general vocabulary words in one easy-to-find place.

To Discuss After You Read 
These sections help you hone in on the basics of a book so you 
can easily know your children comprehend the material.

4-Day and 5-Day Schedule Options 
The same schedule pages include both 4-Day and 5-Day options. 
If you’re following the 4-Day schedule, simply skip Day 5 or take a 
look for some optional activities that appear on Day 5.

4 Colored Maps
Colorful maps, which double as bookmarks, will help you easily find 
relevant map locations. You will find the coordinates and the loca-
tion name in your notes.

Instructor’s Guide Quick Start

Week  Notes Core A

Day 1

Bible

Egermeier's Bible Story Book | pp. 10–12

Note: We read a story Bible to give our children the 
full flow of the Bible’s content. We read Egermeier’s 
because it chooses the stories well, is readable, and 
compelling. My children often pleaded with me to “keep 
on reading.” May our children grow up to understand 
the Word and to love it.

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Why did God rest on the 7th day?
A:	  as an example to use, please find additional questions at 

the back of the Bible book

Memorization | Romans 3:23

Find the verses your children will memorize on the 
weekly schedule. After your children memorize these 
verses, we recommend they say the name of the letter of 
the alphabet before saying the verse itself. Thus: “A—All 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Romans 
3:23. B—Believe in the Lord Jesus …,” etc.

We also strongly encourage you to have your children 
memorize the verse and the reference to help in locating 
the verse in the Bible itself.

Our purpose in this assignment is not only to instill 
good Scriptures within our children’s hearts and 
minds, but to help them develop confidence and 
ability in public speaking.

Encourage your children to say their verses loudly, 
boldly, and with a lot of expression, this adds a sense 
of drama to the words. 

Over the next 26 weeks or so, your children will 
memorize one Bible verse per week (and one verse per 
letter of the alphabet). When your children have mastered 
the entire group of verses, we encourage you to have 
them present the verses to an audience—either you, 
your family and guests, a homeschool group, or your 
church or Sunday school.

Sing the Word: From A–Z | “All have sinned” Track 1

This great mnemonic aid Sing the Word, allows the 
entire set of 26 scripture verses in the Bible program to 
be easier to memorize and a blast to learn! Music is a 
great tool when trying to remember something. Listen to 
this track the entire week.

Timeline Instructions

Throughout the year, we will provide Timeline 
suggestions from your assigned reading here in your 
Notes. We mark them with a d symbol. If we use 
the d symbol, please find a figure in the Sonlight 
Timeline Figure packet.

You should either use the timeline sold by Sonlight  
Curriculum, or make a timeline for the wall of your room 
using 8½"x 11" paper (taped sideways, end to end), one 
inch for every 100 years or so.

100 years Tape

Timelines are helpful because not every book we 
read will be in chronological order. When we read them 
and mark dates on our timeline, we are better able 
to understand how events fit together: which things 
occurred at the same time, which things came first, and 
which things came later.

You may wish to use the figures we sell, or use color 
markers, pens, and pencils to write on your timeline the 
names and dates of significant events, persons, etc.

Whatever method you use, we believe your overall 
sense of history will be enhanced if you maintain this 
discipline throughout the year.

Markable Map

Sonlight’s geography program weaves throughout the 
year with assignments from almost every book you read. 
Look for the  symbol on the schedule page. This will 
alert you to a map assignment that day. Use the maps 
we have included with each day's map assignment to 
find each location. Then help your children locate each 
place on your Markable Map using a washable pen. (We 
recommend Vis-a-Vis® pens. If you should accidentally 
use a non-washable marker, rubbing alcohol can 
remove those errant marks.)  

The Markable Map 
 assignment 

indication

The coordinates 
 marking the location 

on the map

The map on which 
 you will find the 
assigned place

 London , England �(F2) �  �(F3) �  South Wales  (map 3)

Core A Week  Schedule

Bible

Egermeier’s 
Bible Story Book

pp. 10–12 pp. 12–16
d

pp. 16–18
d 

pp. 18–21
d

pp. 22–27

Memorization�
Sing the Word: From A to Z

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)
“All have sinned”—Track 1

History/Geography

The Usborne Children’s 
Encyclopedia

pp. 114–115 pp. 116–117

Living Long Ago pp. 2–3; 26–27 pp. 50–51

5-Day: I Heard Good 
News Today

chap. 60


Read-Alouds

The Boxcar Children chap. I chaps. II–III chap. IV chap. V

5-Day: The Story 
About Ping

Entire book


The Llama Who Had 
No Pajama

p. 7 p. 8

The Arnold Lobel Book of 
Mother Goose

pp. 5–6 p. 7

Miscellaneous

Create-a-Calendar Days of the Week. See Notes for more information.

Field Trip/Practical 
Life Skills

Other Notes

See “About Biblical Dates” in Introductory material in Sec. One

Schedule

Notes

Section Three 
Instructor’s Guide Resources

Section Four 
New User Information

SAMPLE



Date:� Day 1� 1 Day 2� 2 Day 3� 3 Day 4� 4 Day 5� 5

Bible
Parent Reading Luke 1:1-25 Luke 1:26-38 Luke 1:39-56 Luke 1:57-80 Luke 2:1–20

Student Reading:  
Discoverer’s Bible

Genesis 1:1–2:3 Genesis 3 Genesis 4:1–16 Genesis 6:5–22 Genesis 7

American Indian �
Prayer Guide—Maya

Day 1
p. 9

Day 2
pp. 9–10

Day 3 
pp. 10–11

Day 4
p. 11

Day 5
p. 12

Memorization &�
Sing the Word:  
Great in Counsel  
and Mighty in Deed

Psalm 8
—Track 1

History/Geography
Pedro’s Journal Aug. 3–Sept.10

d 
Sept. 13–Sept. 30 Oct. 5–Oct. 12


Oct. 16–Nov. 25

5-Day: The Light and the 
Glory

chap. 1
d 

Read-Alouds
A Child’s Introduction
to Poetry

“Introducing  
Professor Driscoll”

pp. 7–8
Walk the World’s Rim Preface &  

chap. 1
d 

chap. 2 chap. 3 chap. 4

5-Day: Lawn Boy Foreward– 
chap. 3

Readers
Regular:
A Lion to Guard Us

chaps. 1–2


chaps. 3–4 chaps. 5–6 chaps. 7–9 chaps. 10–11

Advanced:
The Corn Grows Ripe

chap. 1 chaps. 2–3 chap. 4 chap. 5 chaps. 6–7

Other Subjects (Math, Science, etc)
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Date:� Day 1� 1 Day 2� 2 Day 3� 3 Day 4� 4 Day 5� 5

Schedule continued: Language Arts D  |  Week 1  |  Section Two  |  Core D and Language Arts D

Schedule Continued Week 1 Language Arts D
©

2012 by Sonlight Curriculum
, Ltd. A

ll rights reserved.

Spelling
Sequential Spelling

Handwriting
Optional:
Handwriting

Vocabulary Development
Optional: Wordly Wise 
3000, Book 3

Lesson 1,  
Exercise 1

Lesson 1,  
Exercise 2

Creative Expression
A: Dictation

Passage
B: Dictation
Application

C: Five Senses D: See It,  
Describe It

E: Dictation

F: 5-Day:  
Your Mom

Electives

Other Notes

All Optional assignments are not included in the Core Package. 
 Optional books are sold separately.

N Special Note to Mom or Dad   Map Point  d Timeline Figure  d  Timeline Suggestion

SAMPLE



Day 1

Bible

At the start of this year, you will read to your children 
the story of Christ’s birth, while your children will read 
about the creation of the world. Both of these are fitting 
ways to begin a study of God’s story. Right away we meet 
people whom God called to be part of His story: John the 
Baptist prepares the way for the Messiah, and Noah builds 
an ark.

For the next several weeks, your children will memorize 
a Psalm praising God for His creation and marveling that 
He invites us to be part of His story.

Parent Reading | Luke 1:1–25

Read together.

Student Reading: Discoverer’s Bible | Genesis 1:1–2:3

Have your children read this.

American Indian Prayer Guide | Maya, Day 1 p. 9

See the map for the location of each tribe on page v. of 
the book. 

We divide the Prayers for Native Americans into one 
tribe, civilization, or cluster of tribes per week. Use these 
at the beginning of your history time or at meal time or 
bedtime. Check off each day as you read and pray.

Memorization | Psalm 8

Psalm 8 will be due on Week 6. Read Psalm 8 ten times 
this week—twice each day. Do you know the meanings of 
all the words? Do you understand what the passage as a 
whole is about? Why does the psalmist say God’s name is 
“majestic in all the earth”? What makes it majestic?

Sing the Word: Great in Counsel and Mighty 
in Deed | Track 1

History/Geography

Pedro’s Journal | Aug. 3–Sept. 10

Note: Marco Polo served Kublai Klan in China, not India.

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 What are the three famous ships’ names? [Aug. 3]
A:	 the Niña, Pinta and Santa Maria

Q:	 Was everyone excited by this new adventure? [Aug. 3]
A:	 most people thought it wouldn’t work

Q:	 How does Columbus encourage the fearful soldiers? 
[Sept. 10]

A:	 he shames them, promises them riches and fame, declares 
that the first man to see land will receive a reward or 
10,000 maravedis, he records the distances as less than 

they are, makes strong statements like, “the North Star 
moved,” a falling meteor always portends great blessings

Timeline and Map Activities

d	Christopher Columbus (1451–1506) sails from 
Spain (1492) (In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean 
blue.)

	 Palos, Spain (H2) (map 4) 
	 Canary Islands (D5); India (D9) (map 3)

Read-Alouds

Walk the World’s Rim | Preface & Chapter 1

Note: This book is based on a true story. Spanish explor-
ers sailed from Cuba to Florida in 1527. 

Vocabulary

How to Teach Vocabulary: Have your children read 
the words in context within the sentences where they 
are found. Then ask them to explain what they think each 
word means (based on the context and/or any other infor-
mation they may have). If your children obviously under-
stand the concept, move on. If not, or if you would like to 
stress dictionary skills, have your children look the words 
up in a dictionary. 

Misfortune had read his thoughts, Chakoh spat twice over 
his left shoulder to honor and appease the malicious 
god. (Chakoh: an Animist or one who worships evil spirit; 
appease: satisfy; malicious: marked by intent to do harm or 
evil) [chap. 1]

* * *

Note: Use the following words as you discuss today’s 
reading to enhance your children’s understanding of the 
story.

Franciscan: member of the Roman Catholic religious 
order. [preface]

Cheyenne and Avavares: North American tribes. [chap. 1]

teepee: an American Indian conical tent, usually consist-
ing of a animal skins spread over a frame. [chap. 1]

caravel: small 15th and 16th century sailing vessel.  
[chap. 1]

fiestas: the Spanish word that means party, feast or festi-
val. [chap. 1]

bullfight: a Spanish, Portuguese, and Latin American 
spectacle in which a bull is ceremonially fought and usu-
ally killed in an arena by a matador assisted by picadors 
and banderilleros. [chap. 1]

“three round moons away”: three months. [chap. 1]

Core D and Language Arts D  |  Section Two  |  Week 1  |  3 
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To Discuss After You Read

Note: Men-from-the-sun: With their fair skin and the fact 
that the Spaniards came from the East, Indians believed 
the white men came from the Sun, a god they worshiped. 

Q:	 Why did the Spanish come to the New Land? [preface]
A:	 to convert the heathen, to explore, and to find wealth

Q:	 Why did the Spaniards choose the role of medicine 
men? [preface]

A:	 through blessings and prayers many Indians were healed 
and this kept Spaniards alive

Q:	 What was the downside of the medicine man role? 
[preface]

A:	 they were held captive for seven years

Q:	 What is the color of the man’s beard that is described as 
“the color of grass when there’d been no rain for many 
hot suns”? [chap. 1]

A:	 tan, light brown

Q:	 What does Esteban dream of doing when he gets back 
to Mexico? [chap. 1]

A:	 he dreams of having so much food that he can waste the 
excess by throwing it to the dogs—the ultimate luxury

Q:	 What does Esteban mean when he says, ”we sit here 
with our stomachs hugging our backbones”? [chap. 1]

A:	 through hunger they had wasted away to the point where 
their stomachs were shrunken

Q:	 Why does Chakoh’s father believe the tribe must stay 
where it is and not go off and learn new ways from 
other tribes? [chap. 1]

A:	 the gods gave us this land, here we can be free

Q:	 Were the Indian tribes in that part of the world 
successful at survival? Defend your answer. [chap. 1] 

A:	 no, half of the people of a tribe would die of starvation 
each year—they planted no crops, and had no 
domesticated animals—there was little game animals 
available—life was hard

Timeline and Map Activities

d	 The oldest Spanish mission in North America is 
established in Florida (1566) [preface]

d	 Monks arrive (1500s) [preface]
	 Pensacola (D5); Mississippi River (D5); Galveston, Texas 

(D4); New Mexico (D3); Florida (E6); Rocky Mountains 
(C3) (map 2)

	 Cuba (D3); Mexico (D2) (map 3)

Readers

Regular: A Lion to Guard Us | Chapters 1–2

Regular Readers: Follow the Regular assignments listed 
below only. 

Setting

London to Bermuda to Virginia; 1609

Overview

After their mother dies in 1609, Amanda, Jemmy, and  
Meg decide to leave London and follow their father to 
America. Their ship sails into a fierce storm and they land 
in Bermuda, not Jamestown. The men build two ships and 
all eventually sail to Jamestown, where the children find 
their father.

To Discuss After You Read 
Q:	 The cook thinks their father forgot about them because 

he hasn’t seen them in three years. What do you think? 
[chap. 1]

Note: America is called “the New World” in comparision 
to Europe (Old World); America represents a new way  
of life. 

Q:	 Use some descriptive words to describe Amanda.
A:	 example: hard-working, compassionate, careful of her 

siblings, an encourager

Timeline and Map Activities

	 Jamestown (C7) (map 2)

Advanced: The Corn Grows Ripe | Chapter 1

Advanced Readers: Follow the Advanced schedule 
only. The Advanced schedule includes the Regular Read-
ers plus Advanced Readers and all books are scheduled 
appropriately in the Advanced schedule. Simply use the 
notes below labeled Advanced: 

Setting

Mayan village in Yucatan, Mexico

Note: For unfamiliar words, please see the glossary at 
the back of the book.

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Who were the members of Dionisio’s family?
A:	 mother, father, sister, great-grandmother, and himself 

[three brothers had died earlier]

Q:	 Why was Dionisio called that and why was he 
nicknamed Tigre?

A:	 his baptized name came from the saint day; his skin color 
resembled the Jaguar, and his personality was spirited, 
mischievous, curious, and lazy

Language Arts

Spelling

Sequential Spelling

Complete daily spelling exercises. We recommend the 
Sequential Spelling program. Use the “Spelling” line on 
your weekly schedule to record what you have done each 
week.
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Handwriting

Choose the handwriting program you prefer, then re-
cord on this line what your children have done.

Please go online to www.sonlight.com/ 
handwritingschedules.html and download and print the 
appropriate file. 

Vocabulary Development

Our vocabulary development program is based on and 
ties in with the Read-Alouds. You will find all the words for 
Vocabulary Development in this guide in your daily Read-
Aloud notes listed as “Vocabulary.”

Use the blank “Vocabulary Development” line on your 
weekly schedule to record the names of the books from 
which you’re taking your vocabulary words, then simply 
check off each day of the week.

Optional: Wordly Wise 3000, Book 3 | Lesson 1,  
Exercise 1

Creative Expression

Our goal is to have your children writing all week long. 
We realize, though, that there are some days when your 
children will just not feel like writing. All children will have 
“dry” days when it seems like getting blood from a stone 
would be easier than getting one paragraph from them.

So what should you do on those “dry” days? Mercilessly 
browbeat them into submission? Not if you value your 
own sanity! Just skip writing that day? Not if you want 
your children to learn to love and excel at writing … In-
stead, we recommend another solution: more dictation.

For your convenience, we provide an additional dicta-
tion passage each week. The next time you find yourself 
with a reluctant writer, just use one of these alternative 
dictation passages as your writing assignment for the day. 
And encourage your children to get some extra rest so 
that they’re ready to tackle their regular writing assign-
ment the next day.

General Dictation Instructions

Unlike other levels, which feature dictation passages 
taken from children’s readers, Language Arts D uses Bible 
verses, famous quotes, and poetry for dictation pas-
sages. Because many of the regular and advanced readers 
read the same books, but at different speeds, we found 
scheduling a challenge. Rather than struggling to accom-
modate the many intricacies of these varying schedules, 
we decided instead to use a variety of winsome sources 
for dictation. We believe that you and your children will be 
delighted with this new approach.

Dictation gives students practice in handling the 
sentence. It directs their attention to structure, gram-
mar, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. It increases 
vocabulary and familiarizes the students with words they 
already know. Dictation also links spoken language with 
written language.

Language Arts D is a transitional program for many chil-
dren. At the beginning of the program, some children are 
not quite ready to “take” dictation. If this is the case with 
your children, just use the dictation passages as copywork. 
Rather than reading the passage to your children, just let 
them see it and copy it. For your convenience, we include 
the dictation passages at the top of the activity sheets 
plus in the Notes here.

Within a few weeks, most children will be ready to tran-
sition to regular dictation. As their parent, you will be the 
best judge of when your children are ready to move from 
copywork to full dictation. Feel free to make this transition 
whenever you feel it is best. When your children are ready 
for dictation, have them write their work on the space 
provided on the Activity Sheet.

If you have not already done so, please read Dr. Ruth 
Beechick’s comments about dictation on pages 41–50 
of The Three R’s. Based upon Dr. Beechick’s thoughts, we 
recommend using the following method of dictation over 
the course of the year:

Preferred Dictation Method

This dictation method involves two steps. First, on Day 
1 your children will look at the dictation passage and note 
any words, capitalizations, or matters of punctuation that 
require special attention. Your children should then take 
no more than five to ten minutes to prepare for the final 
dictation. Preparation may involve writing out unfamiliar 
words, practicing spelling them out loud or on paper, try-
ing to remember how a word looks by “seeing” it in their 
minds, drawing a word in large letters written in mid-air 
with an imaginary pen, etc.

On Day 5, you should then give the dictation, clause by 
clause, reading each clause only twice (repeating it only 
once). Your children should write in the cursive style and, 
as you read the passage to them, you should not empha-
size the different sounds in each word.

Before handing their papers to you, your children 
should check their work for errors. They should mark and 
correct any errors they find. Discuss with your children 
what you think they have done particularly well, as well as 
what they could do better.

If you see consistent spelling, punctuation, or handwrit-
ing problems (keep a record on the weekly schedule), 
review that area using the list of spelling rules included in 
the Appendices in Section Three.

Activity Sheets

Find student writing exercises on the weekly Activity 
Sheets directly after these Notes. If you prefer, feel free 
to put all the Activity Sheets in a separate binder for your 
children to use.
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A: Dictation Passage1

Read through the dictation passage with your children. 
Note any words, capitalizations, or matters of punctua-
tion that require special attention. On Day 5, you will give 
the dictation as your children write it down on this week’s 
activity sheet.

Joy is found in giving the right answer. And how good is a 
word spoken at the right time! The path of life leads up for those 
who are wise.

Optional: Dictation | Regular Readers2

Note: For your convenience, we provide an additional 
dictation passage each week. If your children are having 
an “off” day, just use one of these alternative dictation 
passages as your writing assignment for the day. Feel free 
to take a break instead of trying to grind your way through 
the regular assignment.

“He was well enough, for all I could see. He’d built a 
house in Jamestown. That’s the only town there. When my 
ship sailed, he asked if I’d stop for a word with his family  
in London.”

Optional: Dictation | Advanced Readers3

Ai! Tigre was ready. He crammed down another tortilla, 
grabbed his hat and hunting bag and slingshot, and hur-
ried after Father. Dog, his little yellow tail curled happily 
over his back, ran after Tigre.

Day 2

Bible

Parent Reading | Luke 1:26–38

Student Reading: Discoverer’s Bible | Genesis 3

American Indian Prayer Guide | Maya, Day 2 pp. 9–10

Memorization | Psalm 8

Sing the Word: Great in Counsel and Mighty 
in Deed | Track 1

History/Geography

Pedro’s Journal | Sept. 13–Sept. 30

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 How did Columbus stifle mutiny? [Sept. 30]
A:	 he threatened some men, bribed others, and boasted that 

they had been out of sight of land for three weeks—a new 
record!

1.  Proverbs 15:23–24 (NIrV®).

2.  A Lion to Guard Us, p. 3.

3.  Corn Grows Ripe, p. 20.

Read-Alouds

A Child’s Introduction to Poetry | “Introducing  
Professor Driscoll” pp. 7–8

Walk the World’s Rim | Chapter 2

To Discuss After You Read

Note: Discuss Cortez and the conquest of the Aztecs. 
Visit our IG links web page for a link that will help your 
discussion :.

Note: When Esteban says, “by the beard of the Prophet,” 
he is refers to Mohammed. This oath demonstrates that 
Esteban is not Catholic like the Señors, but rather a 
Muslim.

Q:	 Is a priest the same as a medicine man? 
A:	 they have similar roles in their various cultures, but serve 

very different gods

Q:	 Why does Chakoh reason the Señor’s God is so 
powerless to save his servants?

A:	 he reasons that the Señor’s God truly dwells in the church 
in Mexico and that his power doesn’t travel as far as the 
Señors had come

Q:	 What arguments does Chakoh use to go with the 
Señors to Mexico?

A:	 he wants to see the place of origin for his people, and seeks 
to learn of a god to help overcome the spirit of misfortune 
that plagues his village

Q:	 Why did the Señors decide to go north to get to Mexico 
which was south?

A:	 they wanted to avoid the cruel coastal tribes, and food 
promised to be more plentiful in the north

Q:	 What is Esteban’s opinion of the Señor’s God? Is he 
correct in this?

A:	 he believes that God, Allah, Earth Maker, and Spirit of 
Good Things were just different names for the same being; 
no, Chakoh’s understanding of a god of misfortune is not 
the same as the Christian God 

Q:	 At first Esteban thinks Chakoh should stay with his own 
people; what changes his mind?

A:	 when he looks at the extreme poverty of the village, he 
figures it is in Chakoh’s best interests to leave

Readers

Regular: A Lion to Guard Us | Chapters 3–4

To Discuss After You Read 
Q:	 What does this mean? “When you lose someone it’s 

like—like having to find your way again.” [chap. 4]

Q:	 What does Amanda plan to do after her mother dies? 
[chap. 4]

A:	 find the children’s father in America
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Advanced: The Corn Grows Ripe | Chapters 2–3

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Why did the Mayan create a new cornfield every few 

years? [chap. 2]
A:	 the soil did not become weak but remained rich, and the 

old soil contained many weeds to control; the land needed 
a rest

Note: The Mayan had two seasons—months of the sun 
then months of rain. 

Q:	 Why does the great-grandmother believe Tigre should 
help his father in the field? [chap. 3]

A:	 to build his character—to learn to finish his tasks

Q:	 Why does Tigre travel to find the medicine man?  
[chap. 3]

A:	 the medicine man is also a bone setter and needs to set 
Father’s broken leg

Language Arts

Creative Expression

B: Dictation Application

It’s a new homeschool year, and we hope that you’re 
excited to be at the helm of your children’s education. It’s 
truly a blessing to be able to take such an active role in 
shaping your children’s future (Proverbs 22:6). 

Today, we review some basic ideas that we’ll build upon 
in the coming weeks. While we don’t think it necessary to 
study grammar in depth at this level, we do want to focus 
on concepts that are closely related to writing. In this way, 
your children will learn the grammar they really need to 
know at this level in the context of how they can use it 
(apply it) to become better writers.

Use yesterday’s dictation and review with your children 
the basic rules of sentences:

1.	 Sentences begin with a capital letter; and

2.	 Sentences end with a punctuation mark (either a 
period, question mark, or exclamation point).

Ask your children what punctuation marks are used in 
the dictation passage. (period; exclamation point; period) 
Discuss with them why those particular punctuation 
marks were used. (The first and last sentences are state-
ments, and the middle sentence conveys strong emotion or 
excitement.)

Explain to your children that nouns are people, places, 
and things (including ideas). Take a look around your 
room. Talk with them about the nouns they see. (Possibili-
ties: door, carpet, television, window, book, Mom, children, 
curtains, dog, recliner, lamp, etc.) What nouns can your 
children identify in the first two sentences of the dictation 
passage? (Joy, answer, word, time)

On their own, nouns are not necessarily all that interest-
ing. Take the noun car, for example. From just the word 
car, what do you know about the car? Not much. What 

color is it? Is it brand new or a classic antique or a pile of 
metal destined for the junk heap? You have no idea.

So how do writers make nouns more interesting? By 
adding descriptive words—called adjectives—to them. 
For example:

The car raced around the track.

The shiny new Indy car raced around the cold,  
wet track.

Which sentence is better? Do your children see how 
adding shiny, new, Indy, cold, and wet made the second 
sentence much more interesting?

The, a, and an are special types of adjectives called ar-
ticles. However, there’s no need to worry about advanced 
concepts like articles now. Just focus on getting your 
children to think in descriptive terms.

Explain to your children that good writers use adjectives 
carefully. Ever heard of too much of a good thing? Well, 
that phrase definitely applies to the use of adjectives.

How many adjectives are too many? It varies. How will 
you know when you’ve used too many adjectives? The 
sentence just won’t sound right. For example:

The shiny new Indy car raced around the cold,  
wet track.

The shiny, fast, new, blue Indy car raced around 
the black, cold, wet, slippery, round track.

What do your children think of the second example? 
Awkward, right? It’s too descriptive. The second example 
sentence crosses the line from descriptive to distracting.

Using the lines on “B: Dictation Application” on Week 1 
Activity Sheet, ask your children to rewrite this passage 
that we adopted from A Lion to Guard Us and add some 
descriptive adjectives to make it more interesting. Here is 
an example of what a passage enhanced with additional 
adjectives might look like:

	 On a cold morning in 1609, a heavy man made his 
way over London Bridge. He wore a cloth jacket and 
a beaver-skin cap. His homemade clothes were caked 
with mud, and black mud sucked at his leather shoes. 
He could hardly see for the driving rain in his face.

Day 3

Bible

Parent Reading | Luke 1:39–56

Student Reading: Discoverer’s Bible | Genesis 4:1–16

American Indian Prayer Guide | Maya, Day 3 pp. 10–11

Memorization | Psalm 8

Sing the Word: Great in Counsel and Mighty 
in Deed | Track 1
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History/Geography

Pedro’s Journal | Oct. 5–Oct. 12

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Why do the sailors decide to keep sailing west? [Oct. 7]
A:	 they see signs of nearby land all day (flocks of birds, reeds 

and plants, manmade carvings)

Q:	 Describe the New Land. [Oct. 12]
A:	 clear water, no animals, gentle people, beautiful birds and 

fish

Timeline and Map Activities

	 San Salvador (D3) (map 3)

Read-Alouds

Walk the World’s Rim | Chapter 3

Vocabulary

… but when they reached a campfire he would parch 
the leaves and crush them. (toast; dry to extremity)

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 How does Esteban describe the world? 
A:	 it is round like a basket, and we are like ants that walk on 

the rim

Q:	 Why does Chakoh despise slaves? 
A:	 they are men of no honor—rather than dying, they 

allowed their freedom to be taken—in a tribe where there 
is little else of worth, freedom must be guarded carefully

Q:	 How does Esteban believe a slave can receive honor? 
A:	 by obeying his master, for that takes courage as well

Note: In the animist faith, charms and sacrifices help 
control the spirits. Chakoh constantly seeks “good medi-
cine” to better his life from the god of misfortune. 

Q:	 How did Cabeza de Vaca decide the group could finally 
head south? 

A:	 he thought the rivers were flowing to the Pacific and no 
longer the Gulf of Mexico—they were sure to be away 
from the coastal tribes—see map in front of book

Q:	 Why were the Buffalo People to be feared?
A:	 they tortured their own flesh to gain power over the 

buffalo, and their moods changed with the wind—they 
were not to be trusted

Readers

Regular: A Lion to Guard Us | Chapters 5–6

To Discuss After You Read 
Q:	 Do you think Mistress Trippett stole Amanda’s money? 

[chap. 6]
A:	 yes: even though she paid the doctor, the medical fees 

would not equal the price of a house; also, Amanda works 

hard and that should pay for her shelter and food, but 
Mistress Trippett pretends the children are a hardship

Q:	 Why must the children leave Mistress Trippett’s house? 
[chap. 6]

A:	 Amanda asks for her money, Mistress Trippett faints, and 
her son turns the three children out

Advanced: The Corn Grows Ripe | Chapter 4

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Why does Tigre hesitate to go to the medicine man?
A:	 the distance is far—17 kilometers, he will travel in 

the dark, and the bush contained evil winds, demons, 
monsters, and witches

Language Arts

Vocabulary Development

Optional: Wordly Wise 3000, Book 3 | Lesson 1,  
Exercise 2

Creative Expression

C: Five Senses

Most children will struggle with learning to write well, 
because our everyday spoken language is so forgiving. 
When we talk with each other, the quick interplay of our 
speech allows us to work out what we want to say as we 
say it. The written word, on the other hand, needs to be 
concise and clear. No one likes to read a confused, ram-
bling essay. We need to do our thinking before we put pen 
to paper (or fingers to keyboards).

Children need to be taught how to think through 
their writing assignments. We wouldn’t give our children 
wrenches and tell them to fix leaky faucets, yet too often 
we feel fine handing them pencils and telling them to 
write essays.

Today’s activity will help you take those first steps 
together with your children. When writers seek to describe 
nouns with adjectives, they often think in terms of their 
five senses. What does it look like? What does it sound 
like? What does it smell, feel, and taste like? In this way, 
they are able to bring nouns to life with vivid descriptions.

Talk with your children about the five senses (sight, 
hearing, smell, feeling, and taste), and then guide them 
through the Five Senses brainstorming activity on “C: 
Five Senses” Week 1 Activity Sheet. Help them think of 
adjectives that are inspired by each of their five senses, 
and then ask them to write the adjectives they think of on 
the lines provided. Have them think of different nouns to 
describe.

Here are some possible answers:

SIGHT: blue, bright, shiny, beautiful, glowing

HEARING: loud, noisy, rhythmic, annoying, musical

SMELL: stinky, inviting, flowery, aromatic, strong

8  |  Week 1  |  Section Two  |  Core D and Language Arts 38  |  Week 1  |  Section Two  |  Core D and Language Arts D

©
2012 by Sonlight Curriculum

, Ltd. A
ll rights reserved.

SAMPLE



FEELING: rough, smooth, silky, soft, supple

TASTE: salty, spicy, delicious, tangy, sweet

Day 4

Bible

Parent Reading | Luke 1:57–80

Student Reading: Discoverer’s Bible | Genesis 6:5–22

American Indian Prayer Guide | Maya, Day 4 p. 11

Memorization | Psalm 8

Sing the Word: Great in Counsel and Mighty 
in Deed | Track 1

History/Geography

Pedro’s Journal | Oct. 16–Nov. 25

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Do you think Columbus treated the native peoples 

well? Explain. [Nov. 19]
A:	 no, he took some of them captive against their will and 

mocked their gentle spirits

Read-Alouds

Walk the World’s Rim | Chapter 4

Vocabulary

Toledo blade: a finely tempered sword or knife blade 
made in Toledo, Spain.

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 What food in plenty did the Buffalo People have?
A:	 dried meat, dried berries mixed with fat, and stew made of 

both, all produced from the buffalo

Q:	 Why are the Señors worried about staying with the 
Buffalo People?

A:	 the Buffalo People kept their distance, withheld friendship, 
and seemed to be waiting for an excuse to declare the 
strangers enemies

Q:	 What does Chakoh believe is the problem with 
Esteban’s plan?

A:	 the medicine man of the tribe had so much power and so 
much to lose, that the Spaniards were in a different sort of 
danger

Readers

Regular: A Lion to Guard Us | Chapters 7–9

To Discuss After You Read 
Q:	 Why does the children’s father not write? [chap. 8]
A:	 never learned how to read or write

Q:	 What does the doctor mean when he says, “Poor 
Mistress Trippett with her bags of money—let her keep 
it all. There’s a great world outside, and she’ll never 
know it”? [chap. 9]

Advanced: The Corn Grows Ripe | Chapter 5

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Why did Tigre attend school at night?
A:	 the government required all children to be literate—if 

a family did not school their children, their family could 
receive a stiff fine

Q:	 How did Tigre plan to cover the family’s extra financial 
burdens?

A:	 he planned a larger field and planted beans, squash, and 
chili peppers

Language Arts

Creative Expression

D: See It, Describe It

Your children’s assignment today is to write a short 
paragraph that describes something they can see. It can 
be an object or an animal or something they see in their 
imagination. 

Remind your children to think in terms of their five 
senses. What does it look like? Sound like? Smell, feel, and 
taste like? The more descriptive adjectives your children 
use, the better their descriptions will be. Feel free to give 
them as much help as they need.

Don’t worry too much about mechanics (proper spell-
ing, punctuation, etc.) right now. There will be plenty of 
time in the future to work on those things when they learn 
to edit and revise their drafts.

For now, focus on clearly transferring their thoughts to 
paper on “D: See It, Describe It” Week 1 Activity Sheet. 
Did they use good descriptive words? Were they able to 
apply what they learned this week? Encourage them to be 
as imaginative and creative as they can be in their descrip-
tions. 

Here’s what a sample paragraph might look like:

My mother collects elephants made of wood, stone 
and glass. My favorite one is made out of cut crystal 
glass that breaks the light into brilliant rainbows 
when the sun shines through it. It shimmers in the 
light. It is surprisingly heavy. The cut surface feels 
rough like an elephant’s hide might feel. With its 
thick trunk up in the air I can almost hear it call! While 
this shiny animal has no smell, its nose is certainly 
long enough. 
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Day 5

Bible

Parent Reading | Luke 2:1–20

Student Reading: Discoverer’s Bible | Genesis 7

American Indian Prayer Guide | Maya, Day 5 p. 12

Memorization | Psalm 8

Sing the Word: Great in Counsel and Mighty 
 in Deed | Track 1

History/Geography

5-Day: The Light and the Glory | Chapter 1

Vocabulary

Moors: Muslim conquerors.

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Why did Columbus strongly desire to sail west? 
A:	 he believed God had given him the idea, to discover a new 

trade route, to undertake this in the name of Jesus and 
carry the Gospel to distant lands

Q:	 Did Columbus stay true to his original plan? 
A:	 no, he got distracted by gold, fortune, and fame

Timeline and Map Activities

d	 Jamestown, Virginia established (May 1607)
Trace Marco Polo’s journey from Italy overland and sea 

to China, India and Japan. Note the distance around the 
tip of Africa to Asia.

	 Santa Fe (C3); Espanola (C3) (map 2)
	 Canary Islands (D5); San Salvador (D3) (map 3) 
	 Genoa, Italy (F5); Lisbon, Portugal (H1); England (E3); 

Spain (G2) (map 4)

Read–Alouds

5-Day: Lawn Boy | Foreward–Chapter 3

Vocabulary

economic expansion: an increase in the goods and/or 
services available in the market place. [chap. 1]

capitalism: an economic system where private individuals 
or companies own goods and price, produce and distrib-
ute those goods based on the competition in a free (or 
non-controlled market). [chap. 2]

expanding market economy: in a market economy, 
owners set the price of goods and services rather than 
commanded by the state (government), in an expanding 
market economy, more goods and services are available. 
[chap. 2]

increasing product demand: when customers want 
more of the goods or services than are available, product 
demand is high and the provider of the goods or services 
can charge more. [chap. 3]

flat production capacity: production capacity is the 
amount of goods or services that can be generated by the 
business, to be flat means unable to add additional capac-
ity. [chap. 3]

cash flow: the amount of money that comes into a com-
pany from customers or investments balanced against 
the money that flows out in wages, expenses, taxes, rent, 
equipment, and more. [chap. 3]

stockbroker: someone who invests in the stock market 
on behalf of an individual or a company. [chap. 3]

stock: a portion of ownership in a company. [chap. 3]

shares: a unit of ownership in a company that enables the 
holder to receive a portion of a company’s profits in the 
form of a dividend. [chap. 3]

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 What do you think of the opening? Does it cause you to 

wonder about the story? [Foreward]

Q:	 The chapter closes with “And that was how it started.” 
What do you predict happens? [chap. 1]

Q:	 Why does the narrator find so many jobs so easily? 
[chap. 2]

A:	 as a young boy he isn’t a threat to the neighbors, there is a 
need to fill, and he is cheap

Q:	 What does the narrator give up by mowing lawns? 
[chap. 3]

A:	 vacation time, fun, freedom, bike trips, time

Q:	 How does the narrator get involved in the stock 
market? [chap. 3]

A:	 one of his customers offers to invest in the market instead 
of paying him directly

Readers

Regular: A Lion to Guard Us | Chapters 10–11

To Discuss After You Read 
Q:	 How does the children’s dream come true? [chap. 10]
A:	 Dr. Crider finds them, feeds them and buys the children 

their tickets and supplies

Advanced: The Corn Grows Ripe | Chapters 6–7

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 How did Tigre’s search of the chicken coop problem 

differ from his family’s thinking? [chap. 6]
A:	 he carefully searched for answers, whereas his family 

accepted the dead chickens as fate

10  |  Week 1  |  Section Two  |  Core D and Language Arts 310  |  Week 1  |  Section Two  |  Core D and Language Arts D

©
2012 by Sonlight Curriculum

, Ltd. A
ll rights reserved.

SAMPLE



Q:	 Why does Tigre whistle in the milpa? [chap. 7]
A:	 to call the wind gods to spread the flames from the 3 fires 

he set

Language Arts

Creative Expression

E: Dictation4

Read through the dictation passage, and have your 
children record the passage on “E: Dictation” on Week 1 
Activity Sheet. Note any words, capitalizations, or matters 
of punctuation that require special attention. 

Joy is found in giving the right answer. And how 
good is a word spoken at the right time! The path of 
life leads up for those who are wise.

F: 5-Day: Your Mom

Today, we want your children to describe their mom. 
Instead of writing a simple paragraph, though, we’d like 
for them to create a piece of art suitable for framing. Feel 
free to remind them that this assignment can score them 
big points with their teacher!

Have them write MOTHER down the side of their papers. 
Tell them to do it as neatly and beautifully as they can. 
When they’re done, they should write an adjective phrase 
that describes their mom for each letter in MOTHER.

Here’s an example of what it might look like:

M—mighty leader

O—organizer of stuff

T—tough, but fair

H—helper of all

E—eager to serve

R—ringleader of our family circus!

If your children want to get on Dad’s good side, they can 
repeat this exercise with the word FATHER. Enjoy this spe-
cial time with your precious children. Isn’t homeschooling 
great?  n

4.  Proverbs 15:23–24 (NIrV®).
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A: Dictation Passage1

Read through the dictation passage. Note any words, capitalizations, or matters of punctuation that require special 
attention.

Joy is found in giving the right answer. And how good is a word spoken at the right time! 
The path of life leads up for those who are wise.

B: Dictation Application

Rewrite the following passage, adding some descriptive adjectives to make it more interesting:

On a morning in 1609, a man made his way over a bridge. He wore a jacket and a cap. His 
clothes were splashed with mud, and mud sucked at his shoes. He could hardly see for the 
rain in his face.

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

C: Five Senses

1. Sight

 

2. Hearing

 

3. Smell

 

4. Feeling

  

5. Taste

  

1. Proverbs 15:23–24 (NIrV®).
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D: See It, Describe It

 

 

 

 

 

 

E: Dictation

Record the dictation passage as it is being read out loud.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F: 5-Day: Your Mom

Write descriptive words (adjectives) that describe your mother.

M 

O 

T 

H 

E 

R 

LA Week 1 Activity Sheet

Week 1 Activity Sheet | Core D and Language Arts D2

SAMPLE



Bible
Parent Reading Luke 2:21-40 Luke 2:41-52 Luke 3:1-23 Luke 4:1-30 Luke 4:31-44

Student Reading:  
Discoverer’s Bible

Genesis 8 Genesis 9:1-17 Genesis 11:1-9, 
27-32

Genesis 12:1-9 Genesis 18:1-15

American Indian �
Prayer Guide—Taino & 
Arawak

Day 1
p. 13

Day 2
pp. 13–14

Day 3 
pp. 14–15

Day 4
p. 15

Day 5
pp. 15–16

Memorization & 
 
 
 
 
Sing the Word:  
Great in Counsel  
and Mighty in Deed

Read Psalm 8 ten more times out loud. Are there words you find hard to pronounce? (Make sure you 
practice saying them correctly.) Which words should receive special emphasis? Any places you should 
pause or speed up for dramatic effect? Any places where your voice should become louder, softer, 
higher, or lower? Make notes of these things. Please apply these questions to all your memorization  
assignments. 
—Track 1

History/Geography
Pedro’s Journal Dec. 3–Dec. 25 Dec. 27–Jan. 16 Jan. 28–end



The Story of the USA, 
Book 1

chap. 3
Exercises A–E

5-Day: The Light and the 
Glory

chap. 2
 

Read-Alouds
A Child’s Introduction
to Poetry

“Nursery Rhymes”
pp. 10–13

Walk the World’s Rim chap. 5 chap. 6


chap. 7 chap. 8

5-Day: Lawn Boy chaps. 4–8

Readers
Regular:
A Lion to Guard Us

chaps. 12–14 chaps. 15–16


chaps. 17–18 chaps. 19–21 chaps. 22–end


Advanced:
The Corn Grows Ripe

chap. 8 chaps. 9–10 chap. 11 chap. 12–13


chaps. 14–15

Other Subjects (Math, Science, etc)

Date:� Day 1� 6 Day 2� 7 Day 3� 8 Day 4� 9 Day 5� 10
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Date:� Day 1� 6 Day 2� 7 Day 3� 8 Day 4� 9 Day 5� 10

Schedule continued: Language Arts D  |  Week 2  |  Section Two  |  Core D and Language Arts D

Schedule Continued Week 2 Language Arts D
©

2012 by Sonlight Curriculum
, Ltd. A

ll rights reserved.

Spelling
Sequential Spelling

Handwriting
Optional:
Handwriting

Vocabulary Development
Optional: Wordly Wise 
3000, Book 3

Lesson 1,  
Exercise 3

Lesson 1,  
Exercise 4

Creative Expression
A: Dictation

Passage
B: Dictation
Application

C: How Do You Do 
That?

D: I Couldn’t  
Believe My Eyes!

E: Dictation

F: 5-Day: Goofy 
Sentences

Electives

Other Notes

N Special Note to Mom or Dad   Map Point  d Timeline Figure  d  Timeline Suggestion

SAMPLE



Day 1

Bible

It doesn’t matter if you are young or old; God wants 
you to be part of what He is doing in the world. This week 
you will meet several people who waited for a long, long 
time to see God do what He said He would do. May we 
be willing to follow when God calls us, and remember to 
keep our eyes on Him and not try to “make a name for 
ourselves.”

Parent Reading | Luke 2:21–40

Student Reading: Discoverer’s Bible | Genesis 8

American Indian Prayer Guide | Taino & Arawak, Day 1 
p. 13

Memorization | Psalm 8 

Read Psalm 8 ten more times out loud. Are there words 
you find hard to pronounce? (Make sure you practice say-
ing them correctly.) Which words should receive special 
emphasis? Any places you should pause or speed up for 
dramatic effect? Any places where your voice should be-
come louder, softer, higher, or lower? Make notes of these 
things. Please apply these questions to all your memoriza-
tion assignments.

Sing the Word: Great in Counsel and Mighty  
in Deed | Track 1

History/Geography

Pedro’s Journal | Dec. 3–Dec. 25

Read-Alouds

Walk the World’s Rim | Chapter 5

Vocabulary

As the pantomime continued Chakoh found himself 
cheering with the Indians each time the “buffalo” eluded 
the deadly swipe of the knife. (pantomime: a drama 
played out primarily with motions of the body; eluded: 
avoided slyly and adroitly)

Castillo had recovered his strength and though Dorantes 
grumbled and scowled incessantly, especially at Esteban, 
they rationed their food for a week’s travel. (continually)

* * *

cornmeal: coarse flour made from ground corn.

To Discuss After You Read

Note: Esteban pantomines a bull fight where a matador 
fights a bull—since a bull is similar to a buffalo, the Indians 
enjoyed the show. 

Note: Horses came to the Americas in the 16th century. 
They were brought by Spaniards. (Source: American Heri-
tage Encyclopedia of American History)

Note: A cactus that could be described as “weird-armed” 
is a Sanguaro cactus.

Q:	 What does Esteban have of value to offer as a trade, 
which requires the exchange of things of value?

A:	 the gift of laughter that can make one a companion of 
kings

Q:	 Why is the Spaniards excited by the rattle?
A:	 it was fashioned from a gourd—they must be getting close 

to a farming group of Indians

Q:	 Why is “People of the Earth Medicine” a descriptive term 
for people who planted crops?

A:	 if you come from a culture with no seeds, the crops and life 
that come from a seed is a marvelous mystery

Readers

Regular: A Lion to Guard Us | Chapters 12–14

Vocabulary

Medusa: the devil doll; Medusa was one of the three 
Gorgons in Greek mythology, and the only mortal Gorgon. 
Medusa and her two sisters had writhing snakes for hair, 
staring eyes, hideous grins, and protruding fangs. They 
were so ugly that anyone who saw them turned to stone. 
Unlike her sisters, Medusa was beautiful in her youth, 
and was proud of her hair. She boasted of her beauty 
to Athena, who became jealous and changed her into a 
hideous person.

To Discuss After You Read 
Q:	 What animals are on the ships? How could each of 

these animals help Jamestown? [chap. 12]
A:	 oxen and horses could help plow and clear the land; goats 

could provide milk; pigs and chickens could serve as food; 
and chickens could provide eggs

Q:	 What sin gets the children into trouble and how?  
[chap. 14]

A:	 Jemmy’s lie makes many people want to steal the door 
knocker

Advanced: The Corn Grows Ripe | Chapter 8

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 How did Tigre spend his time before the planting?
A:	 making a rope for the celebration, flying kites, playing ball, 

hunting a small deer

Core D and Language Arts D  |  Section Two  |  Week 2  |  15 
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Language Arts

Vocabulary Development

Optional: Wordly Wise 3000, Book 3 | Lesson 1,  
Exercise 3

Creative Expression

A: Dictation Passage1

Read through the dictation passage with your children. 
Note any words, capitalizations, or matters of punctua-
tion that require special attention. On Day 5, you will give 
the dictation as your children write it down on this week’s 
activity sheet.

You who are godly, sing with joy to the Lord. It is 
right for honest people to praise him. Sing a new 
song to him. Play with skill, and shout with joy. What 
the Lord says is right and true. He is faithful in every-
thing he does.

Optional: Dictation | Regular Readers2

The hold was the long room below the deck. They lived 
there with more than a hundred and fifty others. When 
they all lay down to sleep, they were crowded together 
like salt fish in a barrel.

Optional: Dictation | Advanced Readers3

After lunch Tigre went out to the chickenhouse. Again 
he went carefully over the coop, feeling it inch by inch 
with his fingers. There was no crack. He opened the door 
and crawled inside. A little later he came out. “Come here!” 
he called.

Day 2

Bible

Parent Reading | Luke 2:41–52 

Student Reading: Discoverer’s Bible | Genesis 9:1–17

American Indian Prayer Guide | Taino & Arawak, Day 2 
pp. 13–14

Memorization | Psalm 8 

Sing the Word: Great in Counsel and Mighty  
in Deed | Track 1

1.  Psalm 33:1, 3–4 (NIrV®).

2.  A Lion to Guard Us, p. 55.

3.  Corn Grows Ripe, p. 46.

History/Geography

Pedro’s Journal | Dec. 27–Jan. 16 

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 How does Columbus deal with the sinking of the Santa 

Maria? [Jan. 2]
A:	 he takes many sailors aboard the remaining ship, the Niña 

and leaves 39 men to found a new settlement called La 
Navidad

Q:	 As the Natives become less friendly, how do Columbus 
and his men react? [Jan. 16]

A:	 they drew swords on unfriendly islanders and then 
hurriedly left for Spain in leaky ships

Read-Alouds

A Child’s Introduction to Poetry | “Nursery Rhymes”  
pp. 10–13

Walk the World’s Rim | Chapter 6

Vocabulary

seven golden cities of Antilia or Cibola: one of the 
myths that propelled Spaniards into New World. For de-
tails of this story, visit our IG links web page :.

To Discuss After You Read

Note: A yucca fiber is a desert plant the Indians used to 
make rope, sandals, mats, and baskets.

Note: The Viceroy’s task is to govern the new territories 
as the king’s representative and to supply the king with 
the wealth found in the New World.

Q:	 Why did Chakoh not want to leave the Pima village?
A:	 they were similar to his people but knew so much more

Q:	 Describe how Esteban acquires the new loincloth  
for Chakoh.

A:	 he creates a scarecrow to keep the birds from stealing 
seeds; it saved the boys work

Q:	 Why does Esteban want Chakoh to keep his turquoise 
stones for him?

A:	 Esteban doesn’t want the Spanish to know there is 
anything of value in the country, for gold and turquoise 
will change their hearts to greediness

Q:	 How did the Indians value turquoise? Enough to  
fight for?

A:	 they were a trading item—useful in trading for parrot 
feathers; no

Q:	 Why are the hair-faces considered evil?
A:	 they bring death and slavery, and they take everything 

they see

Timeline and Map Activities

	 Culiacan (E2) (map 2)
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Readers

Regular: A Lion to Guard Us | Chapters 15–16

To Discuss After You Read 
Q:	 How does Amanda calm her siblings in the storm? 

[chap. 15]
A:	 she tells them a story

Q:	 Locate Bermuda on a map. It is about 1000 miles from 
Virginia.

Timeline and Map Activities

	 Bermuda (D3) (map 3)

Advanced: The Corn Grows Ripe | Chapters 9–10

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Describe the Holy Cross celebration.
A:	 the village was cleaned up, the villagers wore their best 

clothing, visitors came from all over, music and laughter 
filled the air, people shot skyrockets, they danced, the  
boys kept an all night vigil, a bullfight, and the ropes  
were judged

Language Arts

Creative Expression

B: Dictation Application

Last week, you and your children discussed how adding 
descriptive words can enliven their writing. This week, 
you’re going to explore the similar relationship that exists 
between verbs and the words that modify them—ad-
verbs.

Verbs express actions or states of being. While nouns 
are the people, places, and things in a sentence, verbs tell 
what those people, places, and things do or are. Quickly 
review verbs with your children by analyzing the third  
and fourth sentences in yesterday’s dictation passage. 
What verbs can you and your children find together?  
(Sing, Play, shout)

Just as good writers use adjectives to describe nouns, 
good writers also make their writing more interesting by 
adding interesting words—called adverbs—to describe 
their verbs. Adverbs often end with – ly. For example, con-
sider these two sentences:

The badger grabbed the sleeping bag and dragged it 
into the woods.

The badger cunningly grabbed the sleeping bag and 
gleefully dragged it into the woods.

Do your children see how the adverbs cunningly and 
gleefully add meaning and interest to the sentence? The 
badger in the first sentence could be any old run-of-the-
mill badger who accidentally stumbles across an aban-
doned sleeping bag near the woods.

The badger in the second sentence, however, is obvi-
ously up to something. Why did he need to be cunning? 
Why was he so full of glee? What is he going to do with 
that sleeping bag? Isn’t it amazing how two little adverbs 
turned a plain sentence into one that makes readers want 
to know what’s going to happen next?

Using the lines on “B: Dictation Application on Week 2 
Activity Sheet, ask your children to rewrite this passage 
adopted from A Lion to Guard Us, adding some descrip-
tive adverbs to make the verbs more interesting. Here is 
an example of what a passage enhanced with additional 
adverbs might look like:

	 She hesitantly took a step after him, but Cook’s 
voice shrilly called her back. “A-man-da.” She slowly 
and carefully closed the door. Then, she dejectedly 
walked down the long, cold hall and into the kitchen.

Day 3

Bible

Parent Reading | Luke 3:1–23

Student Reading: Discoverer’s Bible | Genesis 11:1–9, 
27–32

American Indian Prayer Guide | Taino & Arawak, Day 3 
pp. 14–15

Memorization | Psalm 8 

Sing the Word: Great in Counsel and Mighty  
in Deed | Track 1

History/Geography

Pedro’s Journal | Jan. 28–end

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Was Columbus content to end with this voyage?  

[Jan. 28]
A:	 no, Columbus planned another voyage while still on his  

first one

Q:	 Trace Columbus’ route from Spain to the Caribbean.

Timeline and Map Activities

	 Spain (G2) (map 4) 
	 Caribbean (D3) (map 3)

Read-Alouds

Walk the World’s Rim | Chapter 7

Vocabulary

Mercederian abbey: an abbey founded by members of 
the Order of Our Lady of Mercy.

Coronado: a Spanish conquistador and explorer [source: 
Cambridge Biographical Dictionary]
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Cortez: a Spanish conquistador and conqueror of the 
Aztec nation [Mexico] [source: Cambridge Biographical]
Dictionary].

vespers: evening prayers.

catclaw: prickly shrubs.

To Discuss After You Read

Note: Fray Marcos with Pizarro as a conquistador, con-
quered, subdued, and lied to the Incan people in Peru; no 
great medicine as Chakoh thinks. 

Q:	 Why does Brother Solano believe it is important to eat? 
A:	 he is in charge of the kitchen and firmly believes that 

an empty stomach can keep one from successfully 
contemplating God’s word

Q:	 Why does Chakoh believe the rosary was the key to 
successful planting of crops? 

A:	 the crops must have medicine to grow—and Brother 
Solano said everything in the garden belonged to God

Q:	 Who was building the new cathedral and using what 
materials? 

A:	 conquered Aztec slaves were using blocks from their old 
temple to build the new cathedral

Q:	 Why did Chakoh not acquire more Catholic teaching 
than he did? 

A:	 it was so different than what he was used to, it would drain 
from his mind soon after he had heard it

Q:	 Describe how Chakoh’s life changed when he took the 
ceremony that gave him the name Juan.

A:	 he had a room with furniture, regular meals, regular 
worship services, times of instruction, but no family or 
friends

Readers

Regular: A Lion to Guard Us | Chapters 17–18

To Discuss After You Read 
Q:	 Why can’t the children laugh after the storm? [chap. 17]
A:	 they feel beaten and tired with the sound of the storm in 

their ears still; they have been through a lot

Q:	 What is the plan for rescue? Does it seem reasonable? 
[chap. 18]

A:	 send a small boat to fetch a larger boat from Virginia

Advanced: The Corn Grows Ripe | Chapter 11

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Describe the Hetz Mek.
A:	 a ceremony performed at 4 months for baby boys and 3 

months for baby girls; each child is introduced to the tools 
he/she will use in life; the god parents attend and all feast 
afterward

Language Arts

Vocabulary Development

Optional: Wordly Wise 3000, Book 3 | Lesson 1,  
Exercise 4

Creative Expression

C: How Do You Do That?

To help your children think more imaginatively about 
some common verbs they may use often, guide them 
through the How Do You Do That? activity on “C: How Do 
You Do That” Week 2 Activity Sheet. For each of the verbs 
listed, ask your children to write  
as many adverbs as they can think of that could describe 
that verb.

If they get stuck, feel free to give them a hand. Help 
them understand that using adverbs with these verbs will 
make their writing come alive.

Some possible answers:

RUN: quickly, slowly, steadily, determinedly

JUMP: high, joyfully, excitedly, carefully

LAUGH: loudly, heartily, nervously, uncontrollably

SMILE: beautifully, wickedly, sadly, happily

TALK: quietly, rapidly, rudely, secretly

Day 4

Bible

Parent Reading | Luke 4:1–30

Student Reading: Discoverer’s Bible | Genesis 12:1–9

American Indian Prayer Guide | Taino & Arawak, Day 4 
p. 15

Memorization | Psalm 8 

Sing the Word: Great in Counsel and Mighty  
in Deed | Track 1

History/Geography

The Story of the USA, Book 1 | Chapter 3– Exercise A–E

As you are working through the The Story of the USA 
workbooks, please keep in mind a few things. These are 
workbooks and as such, we do not consider them a spine 
or main text of this curriculum. Use them to develop 
comprehension skills and to help your children interact 
with blocks of text. Also, we do schedule all of the work-
books, but feel free to look over the material before hand 
a decide which sections to assign your children.
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A customer on the Sonlight® Forums, “Just Little Ol’ Me,” 
gives some helpful comments about how to use these 
workbooks.

Many, if not most, homeschoolers face standardized 
tests at least every few years, and I’ve never met 
anybody who loves those Reading Comprehension 
sections! This series of workbooks can help your 
student really improve on that part of the test, if you 
approach them with that goal.
	 Instead of concentrating on the information in 
the lesson, focus on improving their responses to 
the questions at the end of the passages. Have them 
mark up the book, finding the answers to each ques-
tion and writing the number of the question in the 
margin next to the answer. Hand out colored pencils 
and let them highlight the sentence or phrase where 
the answer is found. If they can’t find one (because it 
is not explicitly stated), YOU can circle the appropri-
ate paragraph and then help them see how to come 
up with the correct answer.
	 Finally, the material in “Intro to American History, 
Year 2 of 2” volumes of SotUSA [Volumes 3 & 4] starts 
to justify some notes, whereas in “Intro to American 
History, Year 1 of 2” [Volumes 1 & 2] you mostly had 
the answers in the IG. Don’t forget to refer to them, 
and it is OK (more than OK) to skip a chapter (or 
several) for use later on when the topics are bet-
ter suited to your child’s age and maturity. I saved 
the chapter on women’s rights and reproduction 
innovations for the week in “Health, Medicine, and 
Human Anatomy” Science when those body parts are 
covered. I just didn’t see the need to take the time in 
“history” to dwell on that, but it really fits in nicely in 
the “science” program about six months later.

A.	 1. Columbus’ ships arrived in the Americas on October 
12th, 1492.

		  The king and queen of Spain paid for his trip.

	 2. No.

		  Columbus was looking for Asia.

		  He figured the best way to get to Asia was to sail 
west.

	 3. Columbus promised to bring precious jewels, gold, 
and spices to the royalty of Spain.

		  No.

B.	 1. F  2. T  3. T  4. F  5. T  6. T

C.	 1. c  2. a  3. b  4. c  5. a  6. a  7. c 

D.	1. colony  2. voyage  3. precious  4. stubborn

E.	 Columbus may have showed more courage since he 
traveled with less information. The men who do space 
travel have to deal with a very hostile environment.

	 Answers will vary.

Read-Alouds

Walk the World’s Rim | Chapter 8

Vocabulary

“What have they promised you?” The voice was flat and 
menacing. (showing intention to harm; threatening)

Curled in his bed Chakoh wondered at the placid man’s 
unusual anger. (quiet; tranquil)

* * *

Montezuma: Montezuma II was the Aztec emperor who 
died during Cortez’s conquest of the Aztecs [source: Cam-
bridge Biographical Dictionary].

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Is Esteban impressed with what Chakoh has learned?
A:	 Esteban believes Chakoh could have learned much more 

practical things, with life skills from the Buffalo People

Q:	 What does Chakoh discover about the beggars in the 
midst of the riches of Mexico? 

A:	 there are many of them, and they don’t know the secret of 
hunting in Mexico; or how to acquire what they need

Q:	 Where do the slaves the Spanish acquire come from?
A:	 the conquered Aztecs and surrounding Indian villages

Q:	 Why does Chakoh have a hard time believing Esteban 
was a slave? 

A:	 he has been wise, courageous, and honorable—and no 
slave held those descriptions

Q:	 Why does the Viceroy send two priests and a boy to 
find Cíbola?

A:	 he doesn’t want to empty the King’s treasury chasing 
mirages—then he will send Coronado and an army

Readers

Regular: A Lion to Guard Us | Chapters 19–21

To Discuss After You Read 
Q:	 What does Meg learn to do while in Bermuda?  

[chap. 19]
A:	 play

Q:	 What is the fire for and why do the survivors let it go 
out? [chap. 19]

A:	 to guide the boat from Virginia; too much time passed and 
the boat must have sunk

Q:	 Why did the men quarrel? [chap. 20]
A:	 they did not want to build two ships, since some wanted to 

stay in Bermuda

Advanced: The Corn Grows Ripe | Chapters 12–13

Note: In the desire to please the gods, the medicine 
man (not a priest) builds an alter and the people offer 
sacrifices of “sacred water,” “sacred bread,” wild animals, a 
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ceremonial drink and a hen from each family. People that 
worship and fear the spirits work hard to please the spirits.

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 How did the villagers deal with the drought? [chap. 12]
A:	 they lit candles, prayed, and made sacrifices to the village 

santos; after much prayer, the Mayan returned to their old 
gods and performed the Chac Chac ceremony

Timeline and Map Activities

	 Chichen Itza (D2) (map 3)

Language Arts

Creative Expression

D: I Couldn’t Believe My Eyes!

Last week, your children wrote a description of some-
thing they could see. This week, their task is to write an 
exciting story about what they described. Beginning 
with the words “I couldn’t believe my eyes!”, your children 
should spin a short yarn about the amazing things their 
item did. Feel free to use your imagination.

Did it attack the city at dawn? Maybe it dared to use 
the express lane at the grocery store—with more than 10 
items! Or perhaps it came off the bench to hit a home run 
and win your little league championship game … The pos-
sibilities here are endless. Encourage your children to be 
wildly creative.

On this assignment, ask your children to focus on telling 
a story. A good story has a clear beginning, middle, and 
end. As your children think of ideas, ask them to consider 
the order in which events likely occurred. Then, when they 
begin to write, make sure that they tell their story in a logi-
cal order.

Also, ask your children to incorporate what they learned 
about adverbs this week into their assignment. When 
they’re done with their first draft of their story, discuss 
their choice of verbs with them. Are they interesting? Or 
could some of them use a little spice? If so, have them go 
back and add some interesting adverbs to their story.

Like last week, focus more on your children’s creativity 
and ideas than their spelling and mechanics. Early on in 
any language arts course, it can be difficult for children to 
get “into the groove” of writing. Feel free to point out any 
errors that you see, but get excited and praise them for 
their wonderful imaginations. A little positive reinforce-
ment now will do wonders for their confidence.

Have your children record their work on “D: I Couldn’t 
Believe My Eyes!” on Week 2 Activity Sheet.

Here’s what a sample story might look like:

Last night I caught my mother’s crystal elephant by 
the kitchen sink. Puzzled, I got my glass of water and 
started back to bed. As soon as I left the kitchen, I 
crept back to see if I could uncover the mystery. To 
my surprise, the glass elephant was alive and using 
the facet to wash off. I had wondered how it man-
aged to sparkel so brightly!

Day 5

Bible

Parent Reading | Luke 4:31–44

Student Reading: Discoverer’s Bible | Genesis 18:1–15

American Indian Prayer Guide | Taino & Arawak,  
Day 5 pp. 15–16

Memorization | Psalm 8 

Sing the Word: Great in Counsel and Mighty  
in Deed | Track 1

History/Geography

5-Day: The Light and the Glory | Chapter 2

To Discuss After You Read

Sometimes words—even brutal words—can hide  
the truth.

Today, on page 28 of The Light and the Glory, we read 
that “Columbus … made the Indians pay a tax in gold. 
If they could not pay, the Spanish punished them and 
treated them like slaves.”

Beverly Slapin and Doris Seale fill in some enlightening 
details:

People over 14 years of age were forced to pay 
enough gold to fill a hawk’s bell measure every 
three months—or be killed by having their hands 
cut off. In despair, with no gold left, the people fled 
their homes for the mountains, leaving their crops 
unplanted, preferring to starve to death. Most of 
those trying to get to the mountains were hunted 
down with dogs and killed, as an example to the oth-
ers. One by one, all of the indigenous leaders were 
tortured, impaled, hanged, burned at the stake. Then 
the mass suicides began, as Arawak people killed 
themselves with casava poison.4

Truly, as Marshall and Manuel conclude, “It was a mas-
sacre.”

Q:	 Although we celebrate Columbus as an explorer and 
discoverer, why do we consider him a poor governor?   
[chap. 2]

A:	 he was proud and demanding, he spoke harshly and 
angered easily, people did not respect him and he refused 
to take responsibility

Q:	 What do you think are characteristics of a good leader?   
[chap. 2]

A:	 while able to set direction, to do so humbly and kindly, 
always willing to take responsibility for a leader is 
ultimately in charge, to encourage workers, pay them 
fairly, to not let money become your god

4.	 Beverly Slapin and Doris Seale, “The Bloody Trail of Columbus Day,” in 
Beverly Slapin and Doris Seale, Through Indian Eyes: The Native Experience 
in Books for Children (Philadelphia, PA: New Society Publishers, 1992), p. 7.
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Timeline and Map Activities

	 Azores (C5); River of Lisbon (Tagus River) (H2); Honduras 
(D2); Nicaragua (D2); Costa Rica (D2) (map 3)

	 Palos, Spain (H2); Barcelona (G3) (map 4)

Read–Alouds

5-Day: Lawn Boy | Chapters 4–8

Vocabulary

product expansion: to add additional goods or services 
to a business. [chap. 4]

supply and demand: supply is the amount of a good or 
service available; demand is the desire people have to 
acquire the good or service; pricing comes from this rela-
tionship; if too many goods are available, the price drops; 
if supply is lower than demand, the seller can charge 
more. [chap. 4]

entrepreneur: someone who organizes and operates a 
business and takes on financial risk to do so. [chap. 4]

entrepreneurship: how individuals go through creating a 
business. [chap. 4]

Note: Labor acquisition and its effect on capital growth-
labor acquisition adds employees and can either increase 
capital by adding value to the company or can be a nega-
tive impact on a firm when the employees costs more 
than the value they add. [chap. 5]

portfolio diversification: buying several kinds of stocks 
so that if one goes down, another may go up to prevent a 
drastic loss. [chap. 6]

overutilization of labor: overuse of employees. [chap. 7]

unpredicted capital growth: profits from investments 
like stocks or bonds. [chap. 7]

free market industry: businesses in a market economy 
based on supply and demand with little government 
control. [chap. 7]

bonus: money added beyond what is expected. [chap. 7]

gross income: total income before expenses taken out; 
the money left over is called net income. [chap. 7]

sliding scale: amounts that differ for different people-
used in wages, taxes and prices. [chap. 7]

net income: money left after all expenses and costs come 
out of gross income. [chap. 7]

net worth: the total assets minus the total liabilities (or 
debt). [chap. 8]

commissions: a fee charged by a broker for his service. 
[chap. 8]

To Discuss After You Read 
Q:	 Why does the narrator need to meet with Pasqual? 

[chap. 4] 
A:	 he has too much work and no helpers, Pasqual could help 

with the workload

Q:	 Why does Pasqual consider half of the money for each 
job fair? [chap. 5] 

A:	 because the narrator finds the jobs and coordinates 
everything, without him there would be no jobs

Q:	 What is Pasqual’s advice concerning the work load? 
[chap. 6] 

A:	 do not turn down jobs; they will figure out how to get the 
jobs done because the opportunity to work won’t always 
be there

Q:	 How does the narrator need to care for his employees? 
[chap. 7] 

A:	 he is responsible for them and needs to make sure each is 
cared for

Q:	 What does Arnold share with the narrator? [chap. 8]
A:	 that he has earned a lot of money, because he invested 

wisely, he made considerably more than if he had stored 
his cash under his bed

Readers

Regular: A Lion to Guard Us | Chapters 22–End

To Discuss After You Read 
Q:	 What happened to the people at Jamestown?  

[chap. 22]
A:	 the English were at war with Native Americans, some were 

ill, and some starved; many died

Q:	 What is another name for “a wall made of tree trunks” 
that surrounds a town? [chap. 23]

A:	 fort

Timeline and Map Activities

	 Chesapeake Bay (E3) (map 1) 
	 River James (C7) (map 2)

Advanced: The Corn Grows Ripe | Chapters 14–15

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Is the Chac a light, gentle rain? [chap. 14]
A: 	 no; strong with thunder

Q:	 How did the Mayan store the corn? [chap. 15]
A:	 they roasted the ears in an earth oven
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Language Arts

Creative Expression

E: Dictation5

Read through the dictation passage, and have your 
children record the passage on “E: Dictation” on Week 2 
Activity Sheet. Note any words, capitalizations, or matters 
of punctuation that require special attention. 

You who are godly, sing with joy to the Lord. It is 
right for honest people to praise him. Sing a new 
song to him. Play with skill, and shout with joy. What 
the Lord says is right and true. He is faithful in every-
thing he does.

F: 5-Day: Goofy Sentences

Play the following game to play with your children to re-
inforce what they learned this week about using adverbs 
to make their verbs more interesting. You’ll need two 
players to work together to make goofy sentences with 
adverbs, according to the following rules:

Player 1:	 states an article (a/an/the)

Player 2:	 provides a noun

Player 1:	 adds a verb

Player 2:	 adds an adverb that describes the verb

Player 1:	 completes the sentence

Here’s how a sample round might go:

Player 1:	 “A …

Player 2:	 “… goat …”

Player 1:	 “… danced …”

Player 2:	 “… wildly …”

Player 1:	 “… on top of the barn roof.”

Take turns starting the sentences, and see how creative, 
fun, and crazy the sentences can become. Be careful, 
though, as giggling, snickering, hooting, and other forms 
of wild laughter may be contagious and quite uncontrol-
lable. Don’t say we didn’t warn you!  n

5.  Psalm 33:1, 3–4 (NIrV®).
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A: Dictation Passage1

Read through the dictation passage. Note any words, capitalizations, or matters of punctuation that require special 
attention.

You who are godly, sing with joy to the Lord. It is right for honest people to praise him. Sing 
a new song to him. Play with skill, and shout with joy. What the Lord says is right and true. He 
is faithful in everything he does.

B: Dictation Application

Rewrite the following passage, adding some descriptive adverbs to make the verbs more interesting:

She took a step after him, but Cook’s voice called her back. “A-man-da.” She closed the door. 
She walked down the long, cold hall and into the kitchen.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C: How Do You Do That?

1. Run

 

2. Jump

 

3. Laugh

 

4. Smile

 

5. Talk

 

1. Psalm 33:1, 3–4 (NIrV®).
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D: I Couldn’t Believe My Eyes!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E: Dictation

Record the dictation passage as it is being read out loud.

 

 

 

 

 

 

F: 5-Day: Goofy Sentences
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Bible
Parent Reading Luke 5:1-16 Luke 5:17-39 Luke 6:1-19 Luke 6:20-38 Luke 6:39-49

Student Reading:  
Discoverer’s Bible

Genesis 19:1, 12-29 Genesis 21:1-21 Genesis 22:1-18 Genesis 24:34–48 Genesis 24:50–67

American Indian Prayer 
Guide—Powhatan

Day 1 
p. 17

Day 2 
pp. 17–18

Day 3
p. 18

Day 4
p. 19

Day 5
p. 20

Memorization & 
 
 
Sing the Word:  
Great in Counsel  
and Mighty in Deed

Read Psalm 8 out loud ten times. Use the dramatic devices you decided on last week. Do you still think 
they sound right? Should you change any of them? Are there any other special effects—speed, pitch, 
volume—you should use? Make sure you talk about these things with your Mom or Dad.
—Track 1

History/Geography
The Story of the USA, 
Book 1

chap. 1
Exercises A–E

chap. 2
Exercises A–E

 d

North American Indians pp. 5–17 pp. 18–32

5-Day: The Very First 
Americans

pp. 2–11

Read-Alouds
A Child’s Introduction
to Poetry

“Nonsense Verse”
pp. 14–16

Walk the World’s Rim chap. 9 chap. 10 chap. 11 chaps. 12–13
d

5-Day: Lawn Boy chaps. 9–11

Readers
Regular:
Pocahantas and the 
Strangers

chap. 1
d

chap. 2


chaps. 3–4 chap. 5 chap. 6

Advanced:
Vostaas: White Buffalo’s 
Story

pp. 6–11


pp. 12–19 pp. 19–24 pp. 25–32 pp. 33–39

Other Subjects (Math, Science, etc)

Date:� Day 1� 11 Day 2� 12 Day 3� 13 Day 4� 14 Day 5� 15
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Spelling
Sequential Spelling

Handwriting
Optional:
Handwriting

Vocabulary Development
Optional: Wordly Wise 
3000, Book 3

“Monsters of the 
Deep” pp. 6–8

Hidden  
Message, p. 9

Lesson 2,  
Exercise 1

Creative Expression
A: Dictation

Passage
B: Dictation
Application

C: Simile  
Showdown

D: Describe It…
Revisited

E: Dictation

F: 5-Day: I Spy

Electives

Other Notes

Date:� Day 1� 11 Day 2� 12 Day 3� 13 Day 4� 14 Day 5� 15

Schedule continued: Language Arts D  |  Week 3  |  Section Two  |  Core D and Language Arts D

Schedule Continued Week 3 Language Arts D
©

2012 by Sonlight Curriculum
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Day 1

Bible

Whether it’s healing people or teaching, Jesus didn’t do 
it alone. He invited people to follow Him and learn from 
Him. The ones He spent the most time teaching were 
called disciples. Your children will read an account of God 
destroying a wicked city, but also providing in love. God 
looks out for the outcasts, provides for us when we follow 
His directions, and can even lead us to the people we 
need to meet.

Parent Reading | Luke 5:1–16

Student Reading: Discoverer’s Bible | Genesis 19:1, 
12–29

American Indian Prayer Guide | Powhatan, Day 1  
p. 17

Memorization | Psalm 8 

Read Psalm 8 out loud ten times. Use the dramatic 
devices you decided on last week. Do you still think they 
sound right? Should you change any of them? Are there 
any other special effects—speed, pitch, volume—you 
should use? Make sure you talk about these things with 
your Mom or Dad. 

Sing the Word: Great in Counsel and Mighty  
in Deed | Track 1

Listen to this track the entire week. 

History/Geography

The Story of the USA, Book 1 | Chapter 1 –  
Exercises A–E

Answer the questions together orally.

A. 1.	 According to the text, the first Americans were hunt-
ers from Asia. Over the years, these peoples came to 
be called Indians or Native Americans. According to 
the text, these peoples came from Asia. The text sug-
gests they arrived about 40,000 years ago. The Native 
Americans settled the entire length of the continent 
all the way down to the tip of South America.

	 2. We can learn about the past from studying artifacts.

	 3. They invented the bow and arrow. They made animal 
furs into clothes. Native Americans began to raise 
corn and other crops for food.

B.	 1. F  2. F  3. T	 4. F  5. T  6. F  7. F

C.	 1. b  2. c  3. b  4. a  5. c	  6. a

D.	1. artifacts  2. strait  3. native  4. century  5. ancient  
6. ancestors

E.	 Stones are artifacts only if they have been molded by 
human hands in some way.

	 We would not expect to find artifacts on other planets 
since there are no humans living there.

Read-Alouds

Walk the World’s Rim | Chapter 9

Vocabulary

The last sentence was a bitter mimicry of Dorantes’ rasp-
ing voice. (imitation)

A heavy mist clung to the causeway and beaded Chakoh’s 
hair with moisture. (a raised road across marshland or 
water)

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Why did the Spaniards capture slaves? Do you think 

these are valid and/or true reasons?
A:	 they revolted against the King’s command, some refused 

to give up their pagan gods and become Christians, and 
the slave raiders broke the law and collected slaves

Q:	 How did Esteban become a slave?
A:	 his exceedingly poor parents sold him to save the rest of 

their children

Q:	 How does Esteban view Spanish food?
A:	 as bait for a trap, just as all traps use food for bait

Q:	 Do you think the villages Chakoh’s sees as poor and 
rough have changed?

A:	 no, he compares them to the finest goods in Mexico

Q:	 What does Esteban miss about his life before he 
became a slave?

A:	 the freedom to pass each day as he pleased

Readers

Regular: Pocahontas and the Strangers | Chapter 1

Before your children begin reading this book, you may 
want to point out that it—as, really, every book about 
Pocahontas—is a work of fiction. Very little is known about 
Pocahontas. Very little. 

A few things we do know.
The name of the man referred to as Powhatan in Poca-

hontas and the Strangers (and almost every book ever writ-
ten about Pocahontas) was really not Powhatan. Powhat-
an was the name of a Pamunkey (Indian) village. The name 
of the man referred to as Powhatan was Wahunsonacock. 
Wahunsonacock was the Pamunkey tribal chief. He and his 
family lived in Powhatan. A master of diplomacy, he had 
negotiated a treaty among 30 Indian tribes so that they 
had formed what was known as the Algonquian Confed-
eracy. Wahunsonacock was the head of the Confederacy. 
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He was also the father of 20 children, one of whom was 
Pocahontas.

Pocahontas, it seems, had inherited many of her father’s 
traits. She was a daughter in whom Wahunsonacock con-
fided and placed special trust.

The story about John Smith being “saved” by Pocahon-
tas may or may not be accurate. Historians generally take 
one of these three positions on the story:1

Fiction: Smith’s first account of being saved or rescued 
was told 17 years after it was to have happened, in 1624. 
He had written several times before, about his expedition 
and meeting of Wahunsonacock, but described being 
comfortable and treated in a friendly fashion. It has been 
said that some of his fellow colonist describe him as, “an 
abrasive, ambitious, self-promoting mercenary soldier.”2

True Story: Smith claimed to have written about the 
event in 1616 in a letter to Queen Anne, wife of King 
James I; however, this letter has never been found.

Misunderstood Ceremony: Beth Brant suggests that, 
rather than salvation by an enraptured Pocahontas, “John 
Smith’s so-called rescue was … a mock execution—a tra-
ditional ritual often held after capture of enemies… .“3

Pocahontas, of course, played a part in the ritual. She 
chose to adopt Smith as her brother. Based on subsequent 
events, it appears that Pocahontas and her father hoped 
that Pocahontas’ adoption of Smith would cement a treaty 
between the Algonquian Confederacy and the British, a 
treaty that would enhance the fortunes of all the Indian 
tribes.

Brant suggests that when John Smith left the James-
town Colony and returned to England, Pocahontas and 
her father were greatly angered. Why? “By adopting Smith, 
… Pocahontas was, in effect, opening her home and fam-
ily to him. Smith violated this most basic precept of Indian 
values by leaving Jamestown without even a good-bye or 
thank you. To be impolite to an Indian is humiliation to the 
whole family, clan, and Nation.”4

After Smith left, we find that “Pocahontas was sent on 
varying missions to other Nations by her father. Serving 
as a spokeswoman for the Algonquian Confederacy, she 
arranged new trade agreements, cemented old friend-
ships, built new ones. Of this there can be no doubt—
Pocahontas was a skilled orator and a politician.”5 Later, 
when she and her father were taken prisoner by the 
residents of Jamestown, we find Pocahontas again seem-
ingly enamored of white ways. Brant explains her behavior 
from an Indian perspective: “Bargaining with the British, 
Pocahontas arranged for her father to be sent home and 
she would stay to learn more about the [C]hristian way. 
The accounts given at the time show Pocahontas to be an 

1.  Taken from http://womenshistory.about.com/od 
/mythsofwomenshistory/a/pocahontas.htm in October 2009.

2.  Taken form http://www.powhatan.org/pocc.html in October 2009.

3.  Beth Brant, “Grandmothers of a New World,” in Beverly Slapin and Do-
ris Seale, Through Indian Eyes: The Native Experience in Books for Children 
(Philadelphia, PA: New Society Publishers, 1992), p. 102.

4.  Ibid., 103.

5.  Ibid.

eager convert. I submit that her conversion to [C]hristian-
ity was only half-hearted, but her conversion to literacy 
was carried out with powerful zeal.” Indeed, “Pocahontas 
had her own manifest destiny to fulfill. That of keeping her 
people alive.”6

Brant makes two additional comments that should 
cause us pause as we interpret Pocahontas’ life. “The leg-
end of Pocahontas makes us believe that after marrying 
Rolfe, she quickly became a lady of leisure, even acquir-
ing the title of Lady Rebecca. I find this choice of names 
especially intriguing. Did she choose it for herself? In her 
quest for literacy, the Bible was the only tool she had at 
that time. Did she read the story of another … Rebecca 
when she was told, ‘Be thou the mother of thousands of 
millions, and let thy seed possess the gate of those which 
hate them’?” [Genesis 24:60]7

Pocahontas Rebecca had a son, a boy who combined 
the blood of the British and the Pamunkey, a son who, in 
Pocahontas Rebecca’s eyes, might have been a symbol of 
hope for future generations of peace between the two 
peoples. On her dying bed, her last reported words were, 
“It is enough the child liveth.”

Alas, it was not enough that Thomas Rolfe survived. 
As Brant concludes, “The Pamunkey people and … other 
southeastern Nations were on the path to extinction.”8

Setting

New England to England; early 1600s

Overview

Pocahontas, daughter of a Native American king, lives in 
the early 1600s. When the English land near her home, her 
father distrusts them, but Pocahontas wants to help. She 
saves the life of Captain John Smith twice, and brings food 
to the starving settlement at Jamestown. After rumors of 
wars and much distrust, the English capture Pocahontas, 
who goes to live in Jamestown. She learns to act like an 
Englishwoman and marries an Englishman, John Rolfe, 
a tobacco-grower. Together with their son they leave for 
England, where Pocahontas dies.

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 What character traits does Pocahontas show when she 

sets the eagle free?
A:	 compassion

Q:	 What are “great canoes with wings”?
A:	 boats with sails

Timeline and Map Activities

d	Pocahontas (1595?–1617)
j	 Jamestown, Virginia established (May 1607)

Advanced: Vostaas: White Buffalo’s Story of Plains 
Indian Life | pp. 6–11

6.  Ibid., 103–104.

7.  Ibid., 105.

8.  Ibid., 108.
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To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 What does William White Buffalo tell about Native 

American’s appearance? 
A:	 they don’t all look the same

Timeline and Map Activities

	 Montana (A3) (map 2)

Language Arts

Vocabulary Development

Optional: Wordly Wise 3000, Book 3 | “Monsters of the 
Deep” pp. 6–8

Creative Expression

A: Dictation Passage9 

Read through the dictation passage with your children. 
Note any words, capitalizations, or matters of punctua-
tion that require special attention. On Day 5, you will give 
the dictation as your children write it down on this week’s 
activity sheet.

Blessed are those who are free of pride. They will be 
given the earth. Blessed are those who are hungry 
and thirsty for what is right. They will be filled.

Optional: Dictation | Regular Readers10

“I’ll tell you, then,” he said. “We are going to wait. Before 
we do anything, we are going to see what the palefaces 
do. There, I have told you. Now go and play.”

Optional: Dictation | Advanced Readers11

The names of hundreds of towns and rivers are Indian 
names. Many other things are also known by their Indian 
names. Squash, cucumber, pumpkin, and tomato are In-
dian names for foods that were first grown by the Indians 
and were unknown to the rest of the world until the first 
Europeans came to America.

Day 2

Bible

Parent Reading | Luke 5:17–39

Student Reading: Discoverer’s Bible | Genesis 21:1–21

American Indian Prayer Guide | Powhatan, Day 2  
pp. 17–18

Memorization | Psalm 8 

Sing the Word: Great in Counsel and Mighty  
in Deed | Track 1

9.  Matthew 5:5–6 (NIrV®).

10.  Pocahontas and the Strangers, p. 18.

11.  Vostaas, p. 23.

History/Geography

North American Indians | pp. 5–17

Note: Since the pages are not numbered, add numbers 
to the pages. Start with page 5 on the first page with text. 

To Discuss After You Read

As each tribe is studied in the book, locate the tribe on the 
map located in the front of the book.

Q:	 How did Native Americans come to be called Indians?
A:	 Columbus called them “Indians,” since he thought he 

reached India

Q:	 How did the houses of various Indian peoples differ?
A:	 they used materials at hand and built houses to suit the 

weather

Q:	 Did all the Indian peoples eat the same food?
A:	 no, they ate what was available and grew crops that 

thrived in their area

Read-Alouds

A Child’s Introduction to Poetry | “Nonsense Verse”  
pp. 14–16

Walk the World’s Rim | Chapter 10

Vocabulary

With his ready laugh and a few bantering words Esteban 
had even the idlers hurrying for firewood and filling water 
gourds. (playfully teasing)

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 What does Esteban mean when he tells Chakoh, “I have 

far to go, little one”?
A:	 he sees a difficult road ahead of him with difficult choices 

and danger yet to face

Q:	 Did Esteban have trouble with the Indians he met?
A:	 never, many followed him in joy

Q:	 Why does Esteban stay far from Fray Marcos?
A:	 so he can do what he wants; he follows the last commands 

given him, but doesn’t want to receive any more

Q:	 Does Chakoh follow the path of his father?
A:	 no, he has been mesmerized by the Spanish

Q:	 What does Esteban believe the Spanish can teach?
A:	 fancy manners, fake behavior done to manipulate, and 

how to lie or be a traitor to your friends

Readers

Regular: Pocahontas and the Strangers | Chapter 2

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Why does Hapsis say there was war between the 

English and the Native Americans?
A:	 the English angered the Native Americans when they tried 
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to take their food, so the Native Americans fought

Q:	 What is Powhatan’s plan? Is this wise?
A:	 wait to see what the English will do

Timeline and Map Activities

	 England (E3) (map 4)
	 Jamestown, Virginia (C7) (map 2)

Advanced: Vostaas: White Buffalo’s Story of Plains 
Indian Life | pp. 12–19 (1st full paragraph)

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 After 1500, what two animals did the Native Americans 

use and how?
A:	 buffaloes for food, clothes, shelter; horses for hunting  

and travel

Q:	 What happened at Little Big Horn?
A:	 General Custer and 300 white men fought many Native 

Americans and died; this was the last Native American 
victory before the United States Army came to destroy 
their forces and put the people on reservations

Language Arts

Creative Expression

B: Dictation Application

Last week, you and your children discussed how to im-
prove their writing by using adverbs to describe verbs in 
greater detail. But guess what? That’s not all the amazing 
adverb can do!

Adverbs can also modify or describe adjectives or other 
adverbs. For example:

The extremely proud badger displayed his loot for all 
his woodland friends to see.

Two curious squirrels examined the strange object 
very carefully.

In the first sentence, the adverb extremely describes the 
adjective proud. In the second sentence, the adverb very 
describes the adverb carefully. Discuss with your children 
how these words make the sentences more interesting by 
further describing the adjectives and adverbs they modify.

One note of caution: Like adjectives, adverbs that 
modify adjectives or other adverbs should be used spar-
ingly. These words can lose their impact if used too often 
or stressed too greatly.

Using the lines on “B: Dictation Application” on LA Week 
3 Activity Sheet, ask your children to rewrite the example 
sentences above with different adverbs. Your children 
should feel free to be as crazy as they want to be. Chang-
ing the meaning of the sentences is fine, as long as they 
use adverbs appropriately. Here are some examples of 
how these sentences might be changed:

The very proud badger displayed his loot for all his 
woodland friends to see.

Two curious squirrels examined the really strange 
object quite recklessly.

Day 3

Bible

Parent Reading | Luke 6:1–19

Student Reading: Discoverer’s Bible | Genesis 22:1–18

American Indian Prayer Guide | Powhatan, Day 3 p. 18

Memorization | Psalm 8 

Sing the Word: Great in Counsel and Mighty  
in Deed | Track 1

History/Geography

North American Indians | pp. 18–32

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 What was the main food of the Plains Indians? How did 

they use it?
A:	 buffalos; they made clothes, shoes, blankets, shields, and 

tepees out of the hides and weapons, tools, cups, and 
rattles out of the bones, horns and hoofs

Q:	 Why did the Pueblo Indians dance?
A:	 to encourage the gods to act on their behalf—bring rain, 

grow crops, cure sickness

Q:	 How did Indians who spoke different languages 
communicate?

A:	 they used sign language

Note: Deaf people also use sign language to 
communicate.

Read-Alouds

Walk the World’s Rim | Chapter 11

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 How does Esteban maintain his honor and his freedom?
A:	 he leads the priests to Cíbola, he goes ahead of the priests 

to make sure they are well cared for in the Indian villages; 
but once the trip is done, he plans to take his freedom that 
was promised to him earlier

Q:	 Why does Esteban not want Chakoh in Mexico?
A:	 he doesn’t believe the Spanish would be right for, or good 

to, Chakoh and Esteban worries that Chakoh will starve 
since he has nothing the Spanish want

Q:	 Chakoh thinks about honor and realises that he bent 
his honor by not telling Fray Marcus the full truth about 
why he wanted to see Esteban. He decides it is okay to 
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bend honor but not break it as Dorantes did when he 
broke his promise of freedom to Esteban. what do you 
think about this idea?

Readers

Regular: Pocahontas and the Strangers | Chapters 3–4

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 The land where the palefaces build is both good and 

bad. Why? [chap. 3]
A:	 good because the water is deep and the ships can come 

close; bad because it is low and wet and has flies and 
mosquitoes

Q:	 What new things does Pocahontas see on her trip? 
[chap. 3]

A:	 palefaces, clothes, axes, saws, new houses, boats,  
and guns

Advanced: Vostaas: White Buffalo’s Story of Plains 
Indian Life | pp. 19–24

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 How did Native Americans get their names?
A:	 males would have different names for different stages of 

life, names that fit their physical features or their deeds; 
women would often just have one name; they had no 
family names; when the government tried to record the 
Native Americans, they gave family names to them all

Language Arts

Vocabulary Development

Optional: Wordly Wise 3000, Book 3 | Hidden  
Message, p. 9

Creative Expression

C: Simile Showdown

During the last two weeks, your children have been add-
ing descriptive words to nouns and verbs to make their 
writing more interesting. Rather than merely using single 
descriptive words, however, good writers will also use 
similes—short phrases that compare two or more things 
that are otherwise not similar—to enrich their writing. 
Similes will usually contain the words like or as. Here are a 
few examples of similes:

slippery as an eel

fast like lightning

black as night

gentle like a lamb

Similes help readers form mental pictures in their minds. 
Writers use them in place of adjectives and adverbs to 
make their descriptions even more interesting.

Guide your children through “C: Simile Showdown” on 
LA Week 3 Activity Sheet. Challenge them to think of 
creative similes to replace the descriptive words we have 
listed. Here are some possible answers:

FAST: quick like a bunny

BEAUTIFUL: pretty as a picture

SKINNY: thin like a rail

INTELLIGENT: smart as a whip

UNFRIENDLY: mean as a snake

Day 4

Bible

Parent Reading | Luke 6:20–38

Student Reading: Discoverer’s Bible | Genesis 24:34–
48

American Indian Prayer Guide | Powhatan, Day 4 p. 19

Memorization | Psalm 8 

Sing the Word: Great in Counsel and Mighty  
in Deed | Track 1

History/Geography

The Story of the USA, Book 1 | Chapter 2–Exercises A–E

A. 1. The Eskimos lived the farthest north.

	 2. The Iroquois were famous for their strength and 
courage.

	 3. The Pueblos built high-rise apartment buildings. 
They grew corn, beans, squash, and cotton.

	 4. The Aztecs, the Incans, and the Mayans lived in Latin 
America.

		  The Mayans learned to tell time and invented the 
calendar by studying the sky.

		  The Incans lived in Peru.

	 5. a. They respected nature.  b. They believed in sharing 
and not owning things.  c. They had no wheel.

B. 1. F  2. F  3. T  4. T   5. F

C. 1. a  2. b  3. a  4. c  5. b  6. c  

D.	1. mathematics  2. council  3. Latin America  4. conti-
nent  5. sacrifice  6. civilization

E.	 We wouldn’t be able to travel as quickly, and the pace 
of life would be slower.

	 We could walk, use a boat, or ride a horse.

	 Answers will vary.
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Timeline and Map Activities

d	 Mayans (ca. AD 250–900)
d	 Incan Civilization begins (ca. 1220)
d	 Aztec Civilization (late 1400s–1521)

Read–Alouds

Walk the World’s Rim | Chapters 12–13

Vocabulary

The men of the pueblo had discovered their presence  
and were waiting at the foot of the mesa. (pueblo: the 
communal dwelling of an Indian Village of the southwest-
ern United States; mesa: an isolated hill or mountain with 
steeply sloping sides)

* * *

cavorted: jump or dance around.

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Why was the reaction of the Cíbola Indians so 

surprising? [chap. 12]
A:	 Esteban has been well received by all Indians thus far—to 

be taken prisoner was a shock

Q:	 Why are the Indians angry? [chap. 13]
A:	 because of the slave traders who steal Indians

Q:	 Why is Mexico a sad place for Chakoh? [chap. 13]
A:	 there are many people but not one of them is a friend; he 

worries about the soul of Esteban—who will mourn him 
and light a funeral pyre and chant the death song?

Q:	 Why does Chakoh decide to leave Mexico? [chap. 13]
A:	 there is nothing for him to do there—in his village he can 

be headman hunter and a warrior, and if he brings seeds, 
there will be no hunger either

Timeline and Map Activities

d	 Esteban’s wanderings (1528–1536) (see map in 
book) 

Readers

Regular: Pocahontas and the Strangers | Chapter 5

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Where do the hunters go and why do they go secretly?
A:	 to fight the palefaces; so Powhatan can pretend he knows 

nothing

Advanced: Vostaas: White Buffalo’s Story of Plains 
Indian Life | pp. 25–32

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 How did the Blackfeet treat the invaders?
A:	 they made war on any invaders, whether Native American 

or white

Q:	 How does the future look for the Native Americans?
A:	 better than it has for a long time

Language Arts

Vocabulary Development

Optional: Wordly Wise 3000, Book 3 | Lesson 2,  
Exercise 1

Creative Expression

D: Describe It … Revisited

So far, your children have described and told an excit-
ing story about something they could see. This week, we 
want them to revisit their previous assignments, combin-
ing them into one cohesive story full of descriptive detail. 
While they’re at it, we’d like for them to apply what they 
learned yesterday about similes and convert a few of their 
descriptive details into imaginative similes.

Your children may think this sounds like an easy as-
signment, since they get to use a lot of their work from 
the past two weeks. They might be surprised, though, to 
discover what a challenge it can be to edit and combine 
their previous work in a way that flows well as a new story. 
The key will be to remind them to go slowly.

They should continue to tell the story in a logical order. 
Along the way, they should add in descriptive details so 
that readers will be able to see a vivid image of their item 
in their minds. On top of all that, they’ll also need to work 
in a creative simile or two.

Give them all the help they need to think of similes that 
will make their descriptions informative and fun to read. 
What is their item like? It’s as tall as what? It’s as green as 
what? It feels slimy like what? Encourage them to build 
upon their previous descriptions, bringing their item to 
life in new and inventive ways.

Let your children know that you have confidence in 
their abilities and that you can’t wait to read their new 
and improved story. After they’ve finished a rough draft, 
feel free to work with them on basic mechanics, such as 
capitalization, punctuation, spelling, etc.

Have your children record their work on “D: Describe 
It… Revisited” on LA Week 3 Activity Sheet.

Here’s what a sample revised story might look like:

Last night, as I wandered into the kitchen for a glass 
of cool water, I caught my mother’s crystal elephant 
by the sink. Puzzled, I collected my glass of water and 
started back to bed. As soon as I left the kitchen, I 
crept back as quietly as a mouse and carefully looked 
in. I was determined to uncover the mystery. To my 
enormous surprise, the glass elephant was alive! It 
used its trunk to pull water from the faucet to wash. 
No wonder it glistened as brightly as a rainbow!
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Day 5

Bible

Parent Reading | Luke 6:39–49

Student Reading: Discoverer’s Bible | Genesis 24:50–
67

American Indian Prayer Guide | Powhatan, Day 5 p. 20

Memorization | Psalm 8 

Sing the Word: Great in Counsel and Mighty  
in Deed | Track 1

History/Geography

5-Day: The Very First Americans | pp. 2–11

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 Why did people first come to America?
A:	 they followed animals from the North that they needed for 

food

Q:	 Why are the first settlers called Indians?
A:	 when Columbus landed, he thought he was in India—so 

he called the people Indians

Q:	 What did the people in the Northwest primarily eat?
A:	 salmon and whale

Q:	 How did they decorate their homes?
A:	 with wood carvings

Q:	 What function did totem poles have?
A:	 they record family stories and backgrounds

Q:	 How did the peaceful Hopi protect themselves?
A:	 instead of doors, they had holes in their roofs with ladders 

that they could pull inside; they also lived high on the 
mesas to be harder to reach

Read–Alouds

5-Day: Lawn Boy | Chapters 9–11

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 How does the narrator view the money Arnold has 

earned for him? [chap. 9]
A:	 he understands that the original $40 was risked and he 

could have lost it all or made what he did

Q:	 How does the narrator deal with crooks who try to steal 
from his employees? [chap. 10]

A:	 his heavyweight boxer scares the crooks away

Q:	 Why does the narrator’s yard look well? [chap. 11]
A:	 Pasqual comes at night to make the boss’s lawn look 

better

Readers

Regular: Pocahontas and the Strangers | Chapter 6

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 What do the two peoples trade?
A:	 hoes, axes, beads for deer, and turkey

Q:	 Why wouldn’t the palefaces trade a gun? 
A:	 guns kept the palefaces safe

Q:	 Why would Powhatan kill his captive Captain John 
Smith?

A:	 without a leader it is easier to drive away the others

Advanced: Vostaas: White Buffalo’s Story of Plains 
Indian Life | pp. 33–39 (middle of p. 39)

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 What were the first mobile homes?
A:	 tipis, made of poles and buffalo skins

Q:	 After moving to the reservation, what houses did the 
Native Americans use?

A:	 canvas tipis were too cold; tents worked for a while, but 
soon became filthy from the trampled dirt outside; some 
built tiny houses, but these allowed disease to spread 
quickly; now new homes, both prefabricated and larger 
log homes, stand on the reservations, complete with pipes, 
but not with gas or oil stoves

Language Arts

Creative Expression

E: Dictation12

Read through the dictation passage, and have your chil-
dren record the passage on “E: Dictation” on LA Week 3 
Activity Sheet. Note any words, capitalizations, or matters 
of punctuation that require special attention. 

Blessed are those who are free of pride. They will be 
given the earth. Blessed are those who are hungry 
and thirsty for what is right. They will be filled.

F: 5-Day: I Spy

Today, while you’re hanging out around the house or 
driving in the car with your children, play a game of “I Spy.” 
To start, pick someone to be the “spy.”

The “spy” should look around and pick out something  
(a noun). With the thing in mind, the “spy” should then 
give the other players clues about the thing. The clues 
should be descriptive hints (adjectives or adverbs). Is it 
tall? Red? Square? Is it moving quickly? Standing still? 
Swaying gently?

The other players then have to guess what thing the 
“spy” spied based upon the list of clues given by the “spy.” 
The “spy” should give just one clue at a time, allowing time 
for the other players to guess what is being described. The 

12.  Matthew 5:5–6 (NIrV®).
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first player to guess the mystery thing gets to be the next 
“spy.”

Remind your children that the clues they give should be 
words that describe the thing or something the thing is 
doing. In this way, you can reinforce the habit of thinking 
in descriptive terms—a habit that will lead to better  
writing in the future. If your children need an example  
to get them started, pretend you see a dog. Give them 
hints, such as brown, spotted, small, jumping happily,  
and barking loudly, until they guess correctly that you 
spied a dog.  n

32  |  Week 3  |  Section Two  |  Core D and Language Arts 332  |  Week 3  |  Section Two  |  Core D and Language Arts D

©
2012 by Sonlight Curriculum

, Ltd. A
ll rights reserved.

SAMPLE



A: Dictation Passage1

Read through the dictation passage. Note any words, capitalizations, or matters of punctuation that require special 
attention.

Blessed are those who are free of pride. They will be given the earth. Blessed are those who 
are hungry and thirsty for what is right. They will be filled.

B: Dictation Application

Rewrite the following sentences with different adverbs:

The extremely proud badger displayed his loot for all his woodland friends to see.

Two curious squirrels examined the strange object very carefully.

 

 

 

 

 

C: Simile Showdown

Write similes, short phrases that compare two or more things that are not similar. Use like or as.

1. Fast

 

2. Beautiful

  

3. Skinny

 

4. Intelligent

 

5. Unfriendly

 

1. Matthew 5:5–6 (NIrV®).

©
20

12
 b

y 
So

nl
ig

ht
 C

ur
ric

ul
um

, L
td

. A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

LA Week 3 Activity Sheet

Core D and Language Arts D | Week 3 Activity Sheet 5

SAMPLE



©
2012 by Sonlight Curriculum

, Ltd. A
ll rights reserved.

D: Describe It … Revisited

Revise your descriptive paragraph with interesting adjectives, adverbs and similes. Tell your story with a beginning, 
middle and end.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E: Dictation

Record the dictation passage as it is being read out loud.

 

 

 

 

 

F: 5-Day: I Spy

Best item described: 

 

 

 

 

LA Week 3 Activity Sheet

Week 3 Activity Sheet | Core D and Language Arts D6

SAMPLE
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Core D—Scope and Sequence: Schedule for Topics and Skills

Week
Memory 
Work Bible Reading

History/Social 
Studies Geography Biography

1 Psalm 8 John the Baptist/Annunciation/ 
Visiting Elizabeth/ John’s birth/ 
Jesus’s birth.

Columbus Canary Islands; 
Spain; India; San 
Salvador; North and 
South America

Christopher 
Columbus

2 Psalm 8 Simeon and Anna/ At the 
Temple/ Prepare the Way/ 
Temptation/ Exorcism & 
Healing.

Columbus North and South 
America; Spain; 
Caribbean

Christopher 
Columbus

3 Psalm 8 Disciples & Leper Paralytic & 
Levi Lord of the Sabbath/ Love 
your enemies/ Blind leading 
blind/ build on sand.

The First Americans North and South 
America

Pocahontas (Reg.)

4 Psalm 8 Faith of Centurion/ John the 
Baptist wonders / Anointing 
Jesus’ feet/ Sowing seed/ lamp/ 
family/ Calm storm/ Legion.

Incans South America; 
5-Day: North 
America

Pocahontas (Reg.)

5 Psalm 8 Bleeding woman & dead girl/ 
Disciples sent out/ Herod 
bewildered/ 5000/ Peter’s 
confession of Christ and 
Transfiguration/ Demons and 
who’s the greatest/ Rejected 
and the cost of following.

Incans; Aztecs South America; 
Central America; 
Mexico City/
Tenochtitlan; 
5-Day: North 
America

Montezuma; 
Pocahontas (Reg.) 

6 Psalm 8 Sending out the 72/ prophets 
longed/ Good Samaritan & 
Mary and Martha/Prayer & 
Beelzebub/ Sign of Jonah/ light 
and woes Yeast/blasphemy/
silos/ consider the lillies

Aztecs; Mayans Central America Pocahontas  

7 Romans 
12:14

Be ready/talents/ Not peace, 
but a sword; know signs, settle 
out of court/ Cut down fig tree 
& woman bent over healed on 
Sabbath/ Mustard Seed & yeast 
mixed into dough; narrow door; 
heading toward Jerusalem/ 
Healing compared to saving 
livestock, don’t rush for the best 
seat, inviting guests

Mayans Central America; 
5-Day: Chesapeake 
Bay; 
5-Day: Roanoke 
Island

Pocahontas (Reg.); 
Squanto (Adv.); 
5-Day: Sir Walter 
Raleigh

8 Romans 
12:15

Consider cost; salt/ Lost 
sheep/coin/ Prodigal/ Clever 
manager, jot or tiddle, divorce 
& remarry=adultry/ Rich man & 
Lazarus

Slavery; Explorers; 
Spanish in Mexico; 
Pizzaro 

Africa; Portugal; 
South America; 
5-Day: Jamestown

Ponce de 
Leon; Balboa; 
Magellan; Cortes; 
Montezuma; 
Francisco Pizzaro; 
Squanto

SAMPLE
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Core D—Scope and Sequence: Schedule for Topics and Skills (cont.)

Week
Memory 
Work Bible Reading

History/Social 
Studies Geography Biography

9 Romans 
12:16

Millstone, forgive, mustard seed, 
unworthy servants; 10 lepers 
(1 thx)/ Second coming secret/ 
Persistent widow, pharisee & tax 
collector, children/ Rich young 
ruler, predicts death, blind 
beggar/ Zacchaeus, Talents

Explorers and 
Colonists; The 
Pilgrims

Eastern United States; 
England; Kansas; 
California; Brazil; 
Canada; Jamestown

Esteban; John 
Cabot; Coronado; 
De Soto; Cabrillo; 
King James; 
Squanto (Adv.)

10 Micah 6:8 Triumphal entry, clear temple/ 
Authority, renters, taxes/ 
Marriage & resurrection; David 
& the Christ/ Widow’s offering; 
signs of the end/ More signs

Puritans Plymouth, 
Massachusetts; 
Virginia; England

John Eliot; 
Squanto

11 Romans 
8:28

Last Supper, Betrayal/ Serve, 
take provisions, sweat blood/ 
Arrested, denied, beating/ Pilot-
>Herod->Pilot/ Cast lots for my 
clothes

Quakers; Charity 
Colonies

Pennsylvania; 
Georgia; 
5-Day: Massachusetts; 
Maine

William Penn; 
General Edward 
Braddock; James 
Oglethorpe

12 Phillipians 
4:6

Crucifixion/ Death & burial/ 
Resurrection/ Emmaus/ Appears 
and ascends

Thirteen Colonies; 
Pirates and 
Smugglers; 
Freedom of Press

Manhattan; Eastern 
United States; 
Belgium; France; 
5-Day: Rhode Island; 
Connecticut

Lord Baltimore; 
Thomas 
Hooker; Roger 
Williams; William 
Penn; James 
Oglethorpe; 
Captain Kidd; 
John Peter Zenger

13 Phillipians 
4:7

Commission & ascension/ 
Choosing a new 12th/ 
Pentecost/ Early believers/ Silver 
& Gold, Jesus is Messiah

Virginia; Ties to 
England

Virginia; New 
England; Eastern 
Seaboard / Atlantic 
Seacoast; England

Paul Revere (Adv.)

14 John 1:1 “Should we obey you, or God?”/ 
Praying and sharing together/ 
Ananias and Sapphira; healing/ 
Teaching in temple after 
released from prison/ 7 leaders 
for widows, Stephen arrested

French and Indian 
War; Navigation 
Acts; Benjamin 
Franklin

Great Lakes; Quebec; 
New England; China; 
Africa; Europe; Russia

Benjamin Franklin; 
Paul Revere (Adv.)

15 John 1:2 Recount history to Moses/ 
Golden Calf/ Killed prophets; 
Stephen martyred/ Diaspora & 
Simon the Magician/ Philip & 
the Ethiopian

Benjamin Franklin; 
Sugar Act

Philadelphia; 
Boston; London; 
France; Appalachian 
Mountains; 13 
colonies; Canada

Ben Franklin; 
George 
Washington

16 John 1:3 Road to Damascus/ Saul joins 
the ranks & Dorcas/ Sheet & 
Cornelius/ Cornelius’s house 
believes/ Recount: Why it’s okay 
to baptize

Stamp Act; Paul 
Revere

Boston; New 
England; England

Paul Revere

17 John 1:4 Christians in Antioch/ Angel 
frees Peter from prison/ Guards 
killed, Herod eaten by worms/ 
Barnabas & Saul, Elymas 
blinded/ Preaching

Declaration of 
Independence

Eastern United States; 
England

George 
Washington

SAMPLE
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Core D—Scope and Sequence: Schedule for Topics and Skills (cont.)

Week
Memory 
Work Bible Reading

History/Social 
Studies Geography Biography

18 Proverbs 
27:17

Non-Jews accept Christ/ 
Preaching, avoiding rocks; not 
Zeus and Hermes/ Stoned, but 
complete journey/ Make it easy 
to get in (Circumcision not 
required)/ Letter explains ruling; 
Paul and Barnabas split

American 
Revolution

United States George 
Washington

19 James 4:17 Blocked, called, Lydia/ Prison 
earthquake/ Thessalonica 
throublemakers; important 
female believers/ Alter to an 
Unknown God/ Keep sharing!

American 
Revolution; A New 
Nation

United States Captain Daniel 
Shay; George 
Washington; John 
Adams; Thomas 
Jefferson; James 
Madison; Ben 
Franklin (Adv.)

20 Proverbs 
16:7

Paul preaches, as does Apollos/ 
Baptizing in the name of Jesus; 
some beaten up trying to cast 
out demons/ “Great is Artemis 
of the Ephesians!” Silversmiths/ 
Eutychus/ What the future 
holds: prison/death, bad 
teachers; live right

A New Nation; 
Constitution

United States George 
Washington; John 
Adams; James 
Madison; Ben 
Franklin (Adv.)

21 poem “You will be bound”/ Fitting 
in with the Jews, who turn 
against him. Saved by Roman 
commander/ Testimony/ 
Paul questioned, reveals he’s 
a Roman citizen/ Paul turns 
Pharisees and Sadducees 
against each other

Constitution United States George 
Washington; 
Benjamin Franklin; 
John Adams; James 
Madison

22 poem Paul under Roman protection/ 
Before Felix/ Appeal to Caesar/ 
What charges are against Paul?/ 
Recount Damascus road

New American 
Government; 
Northwest 
Ordinance

United States George 
Washington; 
Benjamin Franklin; 
John Adams; James 
Madison

23 poem “Do you plan to make me 
a Christian?”/ Going to be 
shipwrecked/ Shipwrecked 
with the prisoners/ Snake bite 
to house arrest/ God has sent 
salvation. No one could keep 
him from teaching.

Our First President; 
Pacific Coast 
Settlement; 
Napoleon

New York; Pacific 
Coast; Western 
United States; 
Mississippi River

George 
Washington; 
Junipero Serra; 
Robert Gray; 
Thomas Jefferson; 
Napoleon 
Bonaparte

24 poem Unity. Apollos cf. wk 20/ God 
uses the weak/foolish things/ 
We have the mind of Christ by 
the Spirit/ God matters, so don’t 
take sides. Grow up!/ Apostles 
are mistreated, and you need 
reminders

Louisiana Purchase; 
Exploring the 
West; Lewis & Clark 
Expedition

Louisiana Territory; 
Columbia River; 
North Dakota; 
Rocky Mountains; 
Oregon; Pacific 
Ocean; St. Louis; 
Missouri River

Thomas Jefferson; 
Napoleon 
Bonaparte; Lewis 
and Clark

SAMPLE
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Core D—Scope and Sequence: Schedule for Topics and Skills (cont.)

Week
Memory 
Work Bible Reading

History/Social 
Studies Geography Biography

25 poem Distinction between sin of believers and 
the world. We will judge the world, so don’t 
go to court./ All things are lawful, not all 
are profitable. So stay how you were. If you 
want to get married, do it. If not, don’t./ 
Want to be free, so act rightly toward 
each other. Freedom to eat, but bless your 
brothers./ Paul models how he spreads the 
Gospel/ Warnings from history: withstand 
temptation. Freedom to eat, responsibility 
to brothers

Lewis & Clark 
Expedition

Fort Mandan; 
Rocky 
Mountains; 
Missouri River; 
Continental 
Divide

Lewis & Clark; 
Sacagawea; 
Thomas 
Jefferson (Adv.)

26 poem Head coverings. Don’t dishonor the 
Lord’s Table/ Gifts and parts of the body/ 
We need love for our gifts to do good/ 
Love, but desire other gifts, like prophecy 
and speaking in tongues. But you need 
an interpreter if publicly speaking./ Be 
innocent with evil and wise in thinking. 
Have order and know the proper roles of 
these gifts.

Lewis & Clark 
Expedition

Rocky 
Mountains; 
Columbia 
River; Oregon; 
Washington

Lewis & Clark; 
Sacagawea

27 Romans 
1:16

Christ is raised. If not, we’re liars and to be 
pitied. But He is, so live rightly./ We will 
be resurrected with new bodies, finding 
victory in Christ. Knowing this, keep doing 
the good stuff God has you doing./ Things 
were rough, but we held on through faith 
in His deliverance. We have lived right 
by the grace of God. We have promises 
in Christ, so stand firm. Forgive and love, 
for Satan would have us do otherwise./ 
Perfume & glory of the new covenant, 
where we become like Christ/ Jars of clay, 
carrying around death for life

Lewis & Clark 
Expedition; War 
of 1812

United States; 
New Orleans; 
Canada

Lewis & Clark; 
Sacagawea; 
Thomas 
Jefferson (Reg.); 
Sarah Whitcher 
(Adv.)

28 Psalm 
42:1,2

We long for heaven, & want everyone to 
know Christ/ We work with God, so we 
do right; don’t be joined to unbelievers/ 
Godly sadness brings repentance; worldly 
sadness brings death/ Take encouragement 
from other believers, and follow through 
on what you want to do for God, especially 
in giving./ Sometimes it’s good to plan 
ahead and prepare to give. Don’t just talk, 
but do it, and God will take care of you.

Monroe 
Doctrine; 
Adoniram 
Judson

South America Bolivar; James 
Monroe; 
Adoniram 
Judson; Sarah 
Whitcher (Reg.)
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Core D—Scope and Sequence: Schedule for Topics and Skills (cont.)

Week
Memory 
Work Bible Reading

History/Social 
Studies Geography Biography

29 Psalm 
42:3

Don’t focus on how things look, but on 
how things really are. Boast in the Lord and 
what He does in us./ Paul not accepting 
money for you. Not one of the Super 
Apostles, but doing the real work of God. 
False apostles, like Satan, pretend to be 
godly miniters./ Even when it’s possible to 
boast, it’s not profitable. The real point is 
how we actually live./ Rather than become 
proud, rest in God’s sufficient grace for your 
weakness./ Check your life to see if you 
pass the test of following Christ. And show 
the love and peace of God to each other.

Adoniram 
Judson

Isle of France; 
Salem, 
Massachusetts; 
Orissa; Bay of 
Bengal; Calcutta; 
Serampore

Adoniram 
Judson; Sarah 
Whitcher (Reg.)

30 Psalm 
42:4

God adopted us and gave us blessings/ 
Dead in sin-wrath, but made alive in Christ: 
making peace/ God’s promise and love isn’t 
just for His people/ Called to unity, though 
we have different gifts./ Live as children of 
the light

Adoniram 
Judson

Ceylon; 
Penang; Straits 
of Malacca; 
Madras; 
Rangoon, 
Burma; Ava; 
Little Andaman; 
Great Andaman; 
Irrawaddy River; 
Chittagong; 
Masulipatnam

Adoniram 
Judson; Sarah 
Whitcher (Reg.); 
Robert Fulton 
(Adv.)

31 Psalm 
42:5

Live right by following what God wants. 
Submit to one another in love for Christ./ 
Wives to husbands, husbands to Christ 
(love wife), children to parents, parents 
don’t provoke your children. Slaves and 
masters./ Put on armor of God to stand 
against the devil, and pray./ Your faith 
known everywhere/ Apostles worked to 
not be a burden

Adoniram 
Judson

Ava; Amarapura; 
Irrawaddy River; 
Chittagong

Adoniram 
Judson; Robert 
Fulton  

32 Psalm 
42:6,7

Encouraged by other believers/ Be pure, 
love more/ Those who’ve died in Christ get 
special honor when He returns/ Respect 
authority and pray/ God will bring justice 
when Christ returns. The Man of Sin.

Immigration Amherst; United 
States; Germany; 
Ireland

Adoniram 
Judson; Robert 
Fulton (Reg.); Eli 
Whitney (Adv.)

33 Psalm 
42:8

Stand, be comforted and strengthened 
by God/ Don’t be lazy; “He who doesn’t 
work shouldn’t eat”/ Keep turning to God 
in hard times/ Do what the Word says/ No 
favoritism, we’re all Law-breakers; so live in 
freedom

Immigration; 
Instant Cities

United States; 
Germany

Robert Fulton 
(Reg.); Eli 
Whitney (Adv.)

SAMPLE
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Core D—Scope and Sequence: Schedule for Topics and Skills (cont.)

Week
Memory 
Work Bible Reading

History/Social 
Studies Geography Biography

34 Psalm 
42:9

Faith requires action/ Tame your tongue. 
Wisdom from God brings peace, not 
jealousy & pride/ Rest in God’s provision so 
you can live at peace with each other/ “If 
the Lord wills...” so treat people properly/ 
Wait for the coming of the Lord, like the 
Prophets of old. Be honest, pray, and help 
one another live right

Changes in 
American Life

United States Eli Whitney; 
Robert Fulton 
(Reg.)

35 Psalm 
42:10

Living hope the prophets longed for/ Be 
holy because Christ as freed us/ Jesus was 
rejected, but God chose us, so obey/ Obey 
those in authority; live free and love/ You 
may suffer for doing good; stay connected 
to Christ who has all authority

Texas; Moving 
West

Texas; Oregon 
Trail; United 
States

36 Psalm 
42:11

Christ suffered; we will likely do the same/ 
Serve because you want to, not to make 
money or be proud/ Keep growing in the 
Lord/ Watch out for false prophets and bad 
teachers/ God will finish His story, so live 
correctly

Railroads; 
New American 
Politics

United States; 
South Carolina

John Bloomfield 
Jervis; Andrew 
Jackson; William 
Henry Harrison

SAMPLE
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Core D and Language Arts D—Map 1
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Brooklyn HeightsManhattan

Morristown

Staten Island

Rochester

Bu�alo

Lancaster

Valley Forge

Philadelphia
(German Town)

Gettysburg

Perth Amboy

Princeton

Salem
Gloucester

Portsmouth

Marblehead

Plymouth

New Bedford

Boston/ Su�olk
MiltonDedham

Danvers

Cape Ann
Cape Cod

Quincy

Nantucket

Baker’s Island

Long Island

Block Island

Concord
Cambridge

Newburyport

Dorchester
Lexington

Saybrook
Milford

Hartford

West�eld
Amherst

Newton
Worchester

Wethers�eld

Chicopee
Spring�eld

Washington D.C.

Warren

Durham

Rutland
Randolph

Hudson River

Harlem River

Delaware River

Schuylkill River

Columbia River

Conneticut  River

Penobscot River

East River

Albany

Hudson Valley

Allegheny Mountains

Mt. Pisgah
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New York Bay
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 Bay

Trenton MonmouthValley Forge

Annapolis

Provincetown

Georgetown

Woburn

Menotomy

Map Legend
Cities
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Regions
Overlaping Regions
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Rivers
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New York
Connecticut

Rhode Island

Massachusetts

New Jersey

Yorktown

Charleston 
Harbor

Montreal

Isle au Haut
St. Paul

Minneapolis/

Prarie du Chien

Des Moines

Kansas City
St. Louis

Davenport
Cleveland

Pittsburgh
Toledo

Cincinnati
Louisville

Memphis

Jamestown

Fredericksburg

Weston

Roanoke Island
Nags Head

Houston
Galveston

Portland

Seattle

New Orleans
Pensacola

Mobile

St. Augustine

Naples

Chicago
Saybrook

Detroit
Omaha

Jackson

Great Falls

Helena

Culiacan

Los Angeles
Georgia

South Carolina

North Carolina

Virginia

Maryland
Delaware

Maine

Florida

Pennsylvania

North Dakota
Minnesota

Montana

New Mexico

Kansas
Missouri

Vermont
New Hampshire

Mississippi River

Rappahamock River

Missouri River

James River

Lake Champlain

Montrose River

Lake Michigan

Lake Superior

Lake Ontario

Lake Erie

Lake Huron

San Francisco

Rocky Mountains

Willamsburg

Appalachian Mountains

Mt. Desert

Oregon

California

Continental Divide

Washington

Charleston

Charlestown

Blue Ridge Mountains

Mt. Vernon

Fort Mandan

Plattsburgh

Glacier National Park

San Diego
Arizona

Santa Fe
Espanola

Beverly
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Core D and Language Arts D —Map 3
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Core D and Language Arts D—Map 4

Holland

Great 
Britian

Palatinate

Palos

Alicante

MálagaCadiz

St. Petersburg

Le Havre

Lisbon

London
Hythe/Kent

Spain

Belgium

Germany

Austria

Poland

Lithuania

Russia

Italy

Netherlands

France

Ireland
England

Scotland
Denmark

Norway

Sweden

Baltic
Sea

Mediterranean
Sea

Portugal

Tagus River

Rhine River

Thames River

Genoa

Barcelona

Delfshaven

Scrooby
Southhampton

Saltes River
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