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“Language Arts 4"—Schedule for Topics and Skills

Weeks | Apply Activity Sheet/Creative Expression Activity (Optional)
1 Personification A Gold Nugget’s Tale (Short Story/ Illustrate Your Story (Artistic)
(Figurative Language) Narration)
2 Simile Five Parts of the Friendly Letter (Structure) | Revision (Writing Process)
(Figurative Language) Write the Friendly Letter (Organization) Address an Envelope (Structure)
3 The Outline (Pre-writing) Spin Your Tale! (Narration) Revise (Writing Process)
4 Synonym The Narrative Poem (Narration) Perform Your Master Piece (Public
(Word Choice) Speaking)
5 Rules and Commands A Bill of Rights (Statements) Plan for the Future
(Imperative Sentences) (Personal Response)
6 Adjectives Describe (Word Choice) Revise (Writing Process)
(Writing Description)
7 Journal Entry Journal Topics (Personal Response) Reflect (Personal Response)
(Personal Writing)
8 The Hook (Structure) Organize & Write the News Article Writing with Art (Imaginative)
(Objective Writing)
9 Topic Sentences (Structure) | Parts of a Business or Formal Letter Similes and Personification
(Organization) (Figurative Language)
10 Transitions (Structure) Follow and Write Directions Try it Out
(Expository Writing) (Interaction with Writing)
11 Metaphor Poetry: Limerick and Definition Diamante (Poetry)
(Figurative Language) (Types of Poems)
12 Hyperbole Homographs (Word Choice) Storytelling
(Figurative Language) Write a Tall Tale (Use of Exaggeration) (Public Speaking)
13 Venn Diagram Comparison/Contrast Essay Cartoon lllustration (Artistic)
(Comparison/ Contrast) (Expository Writing)
14 Supporting Details The Biography and Interview The Biography Project
(Structure) (Expository Writing) (Organization)
15 Brainstorm (Pre-writing) Inventor’s Log and Inventor’s Activity Fairy Tales (Artistic)
(Imagination)
16 Mind Mapping Create and Write Invention Definition Poem (Artistic)
(Critical Thinking) (Scientific and Expository Writing)
17 Advertising Techniques Writing an Advertisement Advertisement (Artistic)
(Critical Thinking) (Persuasive Writing)
18 The Summary The Book Review (Personal Response) Letter to the Author

(Comprehension)

Design the Book Jacket (Artistic)

(Organization/Communication)
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“Language Arts 4"—Schedule for Topics and Skills (cont.)

Weeks | Apply Activity Sheet/Creative Expression Activity (Optional)
19 Research Skills (Process) The Thesis Statement & Research Design a State Quarter (Artistic)
(Organization)

20 Note Cards and Source How to Take Notes and Record Sources Write a Short Story (Narrative)
Cards (Research Process) (Format/Organization)

21 The Research Outline Body Paragraphs & The Introduction and A Travel Brochure (Artistic)
(Research Process) the Conclusion (Organization/Writing

Process)

22 Revise (Research Process) Final Copy and Works Cited Abbreviations
(Research Process) (Cultural Facts)
A State Poem (Application)

23 Combine Sentences, Part 1 | Family Traditions (Expository Writing) Alphabet Poem (Imaginative)
(Sentence Fluency)

24 Combine Sentences, Part 2 | Science Fiction Dialogue Write (Critical Thinking)
(Sentence Fluency) (Imaginative Writing)

25 Cause and Effect Write a Cause and Effect Rhyme & Write (Joke/Use Cause and Effect)
(Comprehension and Paragraph (Critical Thinking and
Recognition) Organization)

26 Using Symbols The Concrete Poem Rebus Riddle (Artistic)
(Figurative Language) (Use Figurative Language)

27 Parts of the Plot Design a Board Game about a Novel Play the Game
(Comprehension and (Critical Thinking and Imaginative) (Interaction with Writing)
Recognition)

28 Character and Conflict The Plot Diagram (Novel Organization) Narrative Poem (Imaginative)
(Structure)

29 Responding to Literature Response Journal Writing with Art (Imaginative)
(Concept Connections) (Critical Thinking and Analysis)

30 ABC Book Chart ABC Book (Beginning Analysis) Without Literary Elements
(Concept Connection) (Figurative Language)

31 Fact and Opinion What is a Hero? & The Hero Essay Interview Dialog (Imaginative)
(Critical Thinking) (Descriptive Writing)

32 The Book Review Write the Book Review and Illustrate Write a Prayer (Imaginative)
(Concept Connections) (Critical Thinking and Artistic)

33 Organize for a Speech Deliver a Speech (Public Speaking) Listen to a Speech
(Process) (Evaluation and Modeling)

34 Persuasive Techniques Writing a Persuasive Letter Persuasion and Advertising
(Components of Persuasion) | (Critical Thinking and Application) (Persuasive Techniques)

35 Pre-writing a Script Writing a Script for a Puppet Show Persuasive Letter
(Process) (Imaginative Narrative) (Persuasive Techniques)

36 Write & Design an Invitation | Building the Set and Performing the Puppet | Reflection on Reading (Personal

(Artistic)

Show (Public Speaking)

Narrative)
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Week 1—Schedule

Date: [Day 1 1 | Day 2 »|Day 3 ;| Day 4 2| Day 5

Spelling
Sequential Spelling  [N]"

Handwriting
Optional: I
Handwriting Schedules
Grammar

Optional: [ Lesson 1
The Grammar Ace

Readers
5-Day: chap. 1 chaps. 2-3 chaps. 4-5 chap. 6-mid. p. 76 p. 76—-chap. 8
By the Great Horn Spoon!
4-Day: chaps. 1-2 chaps. 3-4 chaps. 5-6 chaps. 7-8
By the Great Horn Spoon!?

Vocabulary Development

Instruction ik
Optional: Exercise 1A Exercise 1B Exercise 1C
Wordly Wise 3000-4

Writing
Assignment g1 Personification Organization A Gold Optional: [

Nugget's Tale Illustrate Your
Story
Activity Sheets N[ Activity Sheet 1: Activity Sheet 1:
Dictation [ Personification [

Other Notes

The [N] symbol means there is a note in the notes section immediately following the schedule pages.

2We offer you two schedules for each Reader book. If you use the 4-day schedule, your children will read at a faster pace than the 5-day plan. If your
children would prefer a less robust pace, please follow the 5-day plan for each Reader.
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Week 1—Notes

Spelling
Sequential Spelling

We recommend Sequential Spelling to improve your
children’s spelling. For more information about this pro-
gram, please visit www.sonlight.com/sequential-spelling.
html. Complete the daily spelling exercises. Use the “Spell-
ing” line on your weekly schedule to record what you did.

Handwriting
Optional

For a schedule of one of the three programs we carry,
please go online to www.sonlight.com/la-handwriting
.html to download and print the appropriate file.

Choose the handwriting program you prefer, then use
this line in your weekly sheet to record your progress.
However, please consider handwriting instruction at this

level optional — use a formal handwriting program only if
your children need practice. Otherwise, use your children’s
dictation work to check their handwriting.

Grammar

Do Sonlight's Grammar Ace this year, or in 5th, 6th or 7th
grade. Choose the grade that works best for your children.

Vocabulary Development

Vocabulary development is an appropriate part of lan-
guage arts instruction, but our vocabulary development
program is based on and ties in with our Core programs’
Read-Alouds. You will find all the Vocabulary words in your
Core Instructor’s Guide.

Have your children read the words in context within the
sentences where they are found. Then ask your children to
explain what they think each word means (based on the
context and/or any other information they may have). If
your children obviously understand the concept, you may
want to move on at that point. If not, or if you would like
to stress dictionary skills, have your children look the
words up in a dictionary.

Writing
Day 1

General Dictation Instructions

Dictation gives students practice in handling sentences.
It directs their attention to structure, grammar, spelling,
punctuation, and capitalization. It increases vocabulary
and familiarizes the students with words they already
know. Dictation links spoken language with written
language.

The activity sheets include one dictation exercise per
week. We offer an optional dictation to use on days when
your children feel uninspired to write more creatively. All
dictation exercises should be done in cursive, as neatly as
possible.

If you have not already done so, please read Dr.
Beechick’s comments about dictation in her book
The Three R’s, pages 41-50.

Method #1

Dictation method #1 (Dr. Beechick’s method #6 on page
43 in her book The Three R’s) involves two steps. First, your
children will look at the selection from which you will be
dictating (see the top of Activity Sheet #1), and note any
words, capitalizations, or matters of punctuation that
require special attention. Your children should then take
no more than five to ten minutes to prepare for the final
dictation. Preparation may involve writing out unfamiliar
words, practicing spelling them out loud or on paper, try-
ing to remember how a word looks by “seeing”it in their
mind, drawing a word in large letters written in mid-air
with an imaginary pen, etc.

When your children feel ready, you should then give
the dictation, clause by clause, reading each clause only
twice (repeating it only once). Your children should write
in the cursive style and, as you read the passage to them,
you should not need to emphasize the different sounds in
each word.

Before handing their papers to you, your children
should check their work for errors. They should mark and
correct them. Discuss with your children what you think
they have done particularly well, but also be faithful to
point out where you think they may have a weakness.
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Student Activity Sheet 1

Dictation
By the Great Horn Spoon!, p. 3

It was not once upon a time — it was precisely the twenty-seventh day
of January in the year 1849. Gold had been discovered in California some

twelve months before and now, in a rush, the Gold Rush was on.

Personification

Writers use personification to add human characteristics to objects and animals. Just like special effects add excite-
ment to a movie, personification adds interest and excitement to a written description. Listed below are some examples
of personification from By the Great Horn Spoon! and the Oxford lllustrated Book of American Children’s Poems. Discuss
what they mean and the mental pictures that they create. For each sentence, name the object that is personified and the
human quality that it has. Then try writing some of your own sentences using personification.

1. "Asailor with a gold ring dancing in his ear was filling a lamp with whale oil”

Object: Characteristic:

2. “The wind seemed to pick her up and carry her along like a feather”

Object: Characteristic:

3. “Asthey walked along Jack kept gazing back at the mountains, the great Sierra Nevadas. They stood dark blue and
purple against the hot morning sky.”

Object: Characteristic:

4. "The stagecoach climbed as if it were part mountain goat.”

Object: Characteristic:

5. “The moon, on the breast of the new fallen snow, gave the lustre of midday to objects below.”

Object: Characteristic:

6. “Three little kittens lost their mittens and they began to cry..”

Object: Characteristic:

7. "A deep throb ran through the ship — and then another.”

Object: Characteristic:
8. “...While visions of sugar plums danced in their heads ... "
Object: Characteristic:

Language Arts 4 ¢ Student Activity Sheet 1



©2009 by Sonlight Curriculum, Ltd. All rights reserved.

Week 18—Schedule

Date: | Day 1 86 | Day 2 87 | Day 3 88 | Day 4 89 | Day 5 90

Spelling
Sequential Spelling

Handwriting
Grammar

Optional: Lesson 18
The Grammar Ace

Readers
5-Day: chaps. 9-10 chaps. 11-12 chap. 13 chap. 14 chap. 15
George Washington
Carver
4-Day: chaps.9-10 chaps. 11-12 chaps. 13-14 chap. 15
George Washington
Carver

Vocabulary Development

Optional: Exercise 10E Exercise T1A Exercise 11B
Wordly Wise 3000-4

Writing
Assignment | The Summary The Book Review Design the Book Optional:

Jacket Letter to the
Author
Activity Sheets [NJ | Activity Sheet 18: | Activity Sheet 18:
Dictation [ The Summary
Other Notes
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Week 18—Notes

Day 1
Dictation: George Washington Carver, p. 75

“I've come to offer you a partnership. Together we will
work with the Lord in exploring all He has given us. His
fantastic world holds countless secrets. We need to learn
the mysteries of the soil, the rain, the sun .... If we work
together as partners, we may bring new strength to our
people, a new life to our land.”

Optional Dictation Passage: George Washington Carver,
pp. 108-109

“We will be able to use every peanut we have raised.
Harvest each and every peanut crop. We can use peanuts
to wash with, to drink, to rub on our bodies — for just
about anything. We have found the answer."

“We?" the student asked. “But you were alone in the lab,
weren't you?”

“Oh, no," | replied.”l was not alone for a moment.”

Day 2
The Summary

This week you will be a book critic. You will do a book
review on one of the books that you have read this year.
Which books are the most memorable? You want to
write about a book where you remember the events well
enough to give an opinion.

Is there a favorite or favorites? What made this book
special? Discuss the plot of the book. What happened in
the beginning? Middle? End? Condense the details of the
book. Who was the main character? What problem did he
or she have? Was it solved? How did the story end?

Follow the directions on Activity Sheet 18

The Summary
Answers will vary.

Day 3
The Book Review

Today you will write the book review. Explain that the
review is different from the summary because it includes
opinions. You will include your favorite parts of the book
and explain why you like them. Look over the summary
that you wrote yesterday. You will use your summary to
write your book review.

Write an interesting hook for your introduction about
the book. You want your reader to not only read your
review but to also read the book. Next, be sure to include
the title and author of the book. Describe the place and
time, as well as the main characters.

Describe the problems that the characters encountered.
How did you feel about the events? How were the prob-
lems resolved? Write a concluding paragraph without
giving away the end of the story. You want to leave your
reader wondering how it ends. State why you liked the
book and why others should read it.

For fun, post your book review on the Sonlight website
(www.Sonlight.com E). Note to Mom or Dad: You must
sign-in or register first before you may post a review.

Just navigate to the book’s product page and then, in the

“Customer Reviews” section (scroll down if necessary),
type your book review in the box with the words “Write
your review here.” Finally, choose a rating (0-5 stars) from
the drop-down menu and click “Rate” to submit their
review. Maybe you could start a new tradition by always
posting a review of each book you read as soon as you
finish it. Here's a sample book review posted by a fellow
Sonlight student:

Freedom Train, the Story of Harriet Tubman is my favor-
ite book that | have read this year. It is a biography

of Harriet Tubman, a conductor of the Underground
Railroad, a way for slaves to run away North to free-
dom.

Harriet was a slave born on a tobacco plantation in
Maryland around 1820. She worked there, gaining
knowledge of the paths North until she was in her
early 20's. Then she escaped using those same paths,
but she had not forgotten about other slaves.

From long before the Civil War and even after the
Emancipation Proclamation, she led about 300 slaves
from captivity to freedom with the Underground
Railroad. During the Civil War she assisted the Union
Army,was matron of a hospital, and many other
things. She died in 1913 and was around 93 years old.

This book is my favorite because it is a story that cap-
tures every detail of a true and amazing life, written
with fabulous talent. This book made me feel hatred
for slave owners, sympathy for slaves, and true fasci-
nation at Harriet’s bravery and shrewdness. My favor-
ite parts of this book were when Harriet sneaked into
the South to lead slaves and never once got caught.
You will want to read this book because it is exciting,
full of information, and all completely true!

Posted by Debora L on 1/29/09

2 ¢ Week 18 ¢ Section Two ¢ Language Arts 4

‘pPanIasal sybU ||y P31 ‘winjndLIND 3ybiuos Aq 60026



©2009 by Sonlight Curriculum, Ltd. All rights reserved.

Student Activity Sheet 18

Dictation

George Washington Carver, p. 75

“I've come to offer you a partnership. Together we will work with the

Lord in exploring all He has given us. His fantastic world holds countless

secrets. We need to learn the mysteries of the soil, the rain, the sun ... . If

we work together as partners, we may bring new strength to our people, a

new life to our land/

The Summary

Write a one- to three-paragraph summary about the book. Include only the most important characters and events. A

summary should only give the main ideas of the book. Do not add any of your opinions in your summary. Use the ques-
tions below to help you get started.

After you write the summary, discuss it. Did you leave anything important out? If so, add it. Do you have too much

detail? If so, delete it. Could someone who has never read the book get the basic story after reading your summary? If you
answered yes, then you are finished and ready to write the review tomorrow.

Book Title: Author:
Setting (Where and when does the story take place?)

1.
2.

What happens at the beginning of the story?

Who is the main character? Give a short description.

Does the main character have a problem or an uncomfortable situation?

What does the main character do to fix the problem or situation?

Is there someone or something that adds to the main character’s problem? Describe what happens.

Does anyone try to help the main character? How?

Does the main character change in any way? How?

Does the main character fix the problem at the end of the story?

Language Arts 4 ¢ Student Activity Sheet 18
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Date: [Day 1 176 | Day 2 177 | Day 3 178 | Day 4 170 [ Day 5 180

Spelling
Sequential Spelling

Handwriting
Grammar

Optional: Lesson 36
The Grammar Ace

Readers
5-Day: chaps. 8-9 chap. 10 chap. 11 chap. 12 chaps. 13-14
Plain Girl
4-Day: chaps. 8-9 chap. 10 chaps. 11-12 chaps. 13-14
Plain Girl

Vocabulary Development

Optional: Exercise 20D Exercise 20E Crossword
Wordly Wise 3000-4 p. 167

Writing
Assignment | Write an Invitation Preparing the Performing the Optional:

Puppets and Stage Puppet Show Reflection on
Reading
Activity Sheets [N | Activity Sheet36: | Activity Sheet 36:
Dictation [ Design an
Invitation [
Other Notes

Language Arts 4 ¢ Section Two ¢ Week 36 ¢ Schedule



Week 36—Notes

Day 1
Dictation: Plain Girl, p. 114

It seemed too bad to Esther that a girl must wear black
after she was married, but she could see that Ruth did not
mind very much. She would rather wear black and be with
Hans than to wear white and be without him.

Optional Dictation Passages: Plain Girl, p. 96

“You remember when Jacob'’s barn burned, Esther?” Dan
asked.“A new one was built for him in a week, remember,
and filled with hay. That could only happen here — with
the People. That's one of the things | have learned since |
went away.”

She had never thought such a thing was strange, but
only natural.

Day 2
Write an Invitation

Design and write invitations for your puppet show. You
really want people to attend your show, especially after
you have worked so hard on the script. Use your advertis-
ing strategies to attract an audience.

Write your jingle here.

When:

Where:

Time:

Draw your symbol here.

Sponsored By:

Follow the directions on Activity Sheet 36

Design an Invitation
Answers will vary.

Day 3
Preparing the Puppets and Stage

Note to Mom or Dad: You will probably want to gather
materials ahead of time so your puppeteer can prepare a
stage and puppets.

There are several websites available that contain innova-
tive ways to construct a stage and puppets. Check our
website for the latest updates for these informative sites.

Day 4
Performing the Puppet Show

Perform your puppet show. Get organized before you
start. Have your script and all of your materials ready. Prac-
tice on your own before you have a live audience. Speak
loudly, clearly, and slowly.

Day 5
Reflection on Reading (Optional)

Reflect on your reading this year. Answer the following
questions as a short journal entry.

If you could invite any three characters from the books
that you've read this year to lunch, who would they be?

Why would you invite them?

What would the topic of conversation be?

What would you eat? B

2 ¢ Week 36 ¢ Section Two ¢ Language Arts 4

‘pPanIasal sybU ||y P31 ‘winjndLIND 3ybiuos Aq 60026



©2009 by Sonlight Curriculum, Ltd. All rights reserved.

Student Activity Sheet 36

Dictation
Plain Girl, p. 114

It seemed too bad to Esther that a girl must wear black after she was
married, but she could see that Ruth did not mind very much. She would
rather wear black and be with Hans than to wear white and be without
him.

Design an Invitation

Write a short jingle to make the title of your puppet show memorable. Draw a simple logo to symbolize your story.
Include the time, location, and date. Use the format below to help you design your invitations. When you are finished,
distribute your invitations.

Write your jingle here. 4 A
When:
Where:
Time:
Draw your symbol here.
N )
Sponsored By:

Language Arts 4 ¢ Student Activity Sheet 36





