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World History, Year 2 of 2 ♦ Section Two ♦ Week 1 ♦ Schedule

Core H Week 1 Five-Day

Key: N See Notes following Schedule  Map Assignment dTimeline Figure in packet d Timeline Suggestion

Bible
The BBC Manual pp. 6–7 pp. 8–9 pp. 9–mid 10 pp. mid 10–11

But Don’t All Religions 
Lead to God?

Intro–chap. 3

Reading Job 1 Job 2 Job 38 Job 42 Psalm 1

Memorization� N Joshua 1:8–9

History: See Study Guide N1

The Story of the World: 
Early Modern Times
See History Study Guide for 
"Why You Will Find  
Contradictions in History"

Intro–chap. 1: Holy 
Roman Empire2, 3

do  o 

chap. 1: Riches 
 of Spain

chap. 2: The  
Dutch Revolt
do  o

chap. 2: Queen 
Without a Country

chap. 3
do  o

The Usborne Encyclopedia 
of World History

p. 308, 
1st column

pp. 296–297, 320 pp. 302–303,  
310–311

pp. 304–305 p. 306, 
 1st para

Current Events o Please read the notes for Current Events in Section One of this guide. Make sure your mom and/or 
dad reads it, too.

Readers1

The King’s Fifth chaps. 1–3
 o

chaps. 4–7
 o

chaps. 8–10
 o 

chaps. 11–12 chaps. 13–16

Read-Alouds1

A Murder for Her Majesty chaps. 1–2
 o

chap. 3 chap. 4 chap. 5 chap. 6

Classic Poetry� N "All the World’s 
a Stage"  

pp. 12–13

"Be Not Afeard; 
the Isle Is Full of 

Noises"  p. 14

Language Arts
Spelling� N

Creative Expression� N What a Character! Rough Draft Final Draft

Optional:
Wordly Wise 3000 Book 7

Exercise 1A Exercise 1B Exercise 1C

Other Notes

1.  Study Guide: Additional instructional information for each book is located in the corresponding subject’s Study Guide: History, Reader, and Read-
Aloud Study Guide sections are ordered alphabetically by book title.
2.  Please use the maps within The Story of the World books.
3.  We list a title next to the chapter number, please read that section. If there is no title next to the chapter, then please read the entire chapter.

Date:� Day 1� 1 Day 2� 2 Day 3� 3 Day 4� 4 Day 5� 5
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World History, Year 2 of 2 ♦ Section Two ♦ Week 1 ♦ 1

Week 1—Notes

Bible
Memorization

Each week, read through your passage(s) at least ten 
times. Some students say it works best to recite the pas-
sage two times a day. Make sure you use all your gestures 
and the full range of vocal effects.

Note to Mom or Dad: We want your children to make 
the presentation of their memorization as naturally dra-
matic as possible. It should not be overly dramatic, but it 
should be lively and interesting.

Because they are usually nervous, beginning speakers 
often fail in this area. They speak in tiny voices, with  
little dynamism (inflection, emphasis, or change in  
volume from one section to another), and stand stiffly.  
If they make any motions, the motions look unnatural  
and choppy.

Even good speakers have a natural tendency to "tighten 
up" and speak with less dynamism or drama than they 
ought. Therefore, before making public presentations, 
good speakers will "loosen up."

There are two things public speakers need to loosen: 
their vocal chords and their bodies. Help your children 
practice the following exercises this week so they can do 
them easily next week before going "onstage."

1.	 In order to loosen your vocal chords, try "singing" 
your passage. Begin "singing" it at the lowest note 
you can reach, and then let your voice rise through 
its full range—to the highest note you can sing. Keep 
"singing" your passage, letting your voice rise and fall 
from its bottom note to its top and back down to its 
bottom.

2.	 Another loosening exercise for your voice: don’t sing 
the passage; just say it, without expression, but begin-
ning in a whisper and building volume until you are 
shouting. Keep saying your speech, but let your voice 
grow softer until it is just a whisper. Continue oscillat-
ing from whispers to shouts until you have finished 
your speech, or until you feel relaxed at both ends of 
your vocal spectrum.

3.	 How about working your voice (and face) through 
various emotions? Start with a belly laugh: "Ho! Ho! 
Ho! Ha! Ha! Ha! Hee! Hee! Hee!" (etc.). Then pretend 
you’re angry. Embarrassed. Excited. Sad… . Can you 
think of any other emotions to pretend?

4.	 In order to loosen your body: try swinging and shak-
ing your arms, rolling your head in circles on your 
shoulders, shaking your legs, doing jumping jacks, 

etc. Another exercise: try saying your speech with 
exaggerated motions: make the motions far broader, 
faster, more dramatic than you would ever plan to do 
them before an audience.

History
Timeline Instructions

You should either use the timeline sold by Sonlight Cur-
riculum, or make a timeline for the wall of your room using 
8½" x 11" paper (taped sideways, end to end), one inch for 
every 100 years or so.

100 years Tape

Timelines are helpful because not every book we read 
will be in chronological order. When we read them and 
mark dates on our time line, we are better able to under-
stand how events fit together: which things occurred at 
the same time; which things came first, and which things 
came later.

You may wish to use the figures we sell, or cut out a 
number of "people" from card stock or construction  
paper. Draw clothes on them to look like the characters 
you are studying, and paste them on the time line in the 
right place.

Some people prefer a less graphic approach and  
simply use color markers, pens, and pencils to write on 
their time line the names and dates of significant events, 
persons, etc.

Whatever method you use, we believe your sense of 
history will be enhanced if you maintain this discipline 
throughout the year.

You will find all Timeline Figure assignments in the Front 
Matter, the Schedule pages, as well as in the Study Guide.

Markable Map

Sonlight’s geography program weaves throughout the 
year with assignments from almost every book you read. 
As you read about a location in a book, we encourage you 
to find the spot on your Markable Map. We list map loca-
tions in the History, Reader and Read-Aloud Guides. Look 
for the  symbol on the schedule page. This will alert you 
to a map assignment at the beginning of that day’s Study 
Guide notes. Use the key in the Study Guide (see sample 
below) to find each location on the map(s) following each 
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book’s Study Guide. Then your children can note each 
location on your Markable Map using a washable pen. 
(We recommend Vis-a-Vis® pens. If you should accidentally 
use a non-washable marker, rubbing alcohol can remove 
those errant marks.)

If you want your children to receive even more prac-
tice with maps, consider this idea shared by one of our 
Sonlight Forums users: Replace your tablecloth with a 
map! Cover it with a sheet of clear vinyl (available at fabric 
stores). Then, while your children are eating, watch in won-
der as they look at the map over and over again, reading 
all the words, asking questions, and learning all about the 
map. As a bonus, spills wipe up easily from the vinyl!

Introductory Comments about The Story of the World

We want to acknowledge from the start that The Story 
of the World includes numerous minor errors of fact. So 
you can get some idea of what I’m talking about, let me 
note the kinds of things I (John Holzmann) noticed as I 
reviewed Volume 4.

–On page 8, Mrs. Wise Bauer suggests that the sun 
rises and sets each day because of the earth’s orbit 
instead of its spin.

–On page 165, she erroneously refers to "Hearst and 
Randolph" instead of "Hearst and Pulitzer." (The two 
publishers’ names were William Randolph Hearst 
and Joseph Pulitzer.)

–On pages 176–177, she completely confuses the 
concepts of capital and profit on the one hand and 
profit and salary on the other.

–On page 204, she confuses a relatively small group of 
Chinese for "the people of China" as a whole.

–On page 287, she places Germany’s hyperinflation in 
the 1930s—a good decade after the fact.

–And so on.

Several customers have commented that the frequency 
of these errors causes them to question the validity of 
Wise Bauer’s work as a whole.

We understand the concern. And if we knew of a better 
history title that covered the same ground at approxi-

mately the same level of detail and with the same win-
some voice, we would be glad to adopt it. Sadly, we are 
unaware of such a work. Meanwhile, however, we have 
decided that we can "work with" Mrs. Wise Bauer’s books if 
we keep in mind her emphasis on the idea that the books 
tell the story of world history. They are neither complete 
nor perfectly accurate. But they give you (and your chil-
dren, of course!) the general contours of world history. 
They are useful for helping you learn how to "navigate the 
territory," even if they miss many of the minor details.

Before I finish commenting, let me make a minor detour.
Just recently, I have been reading Chip and Dan Heath’s 

Made to Stick (Random House, 2007), a book about what 
makes some ideas memorable. Being somewhat of a 
details person myself, I have felt myself (gently) chas-
tised by the Heaths’ comments about "the Course of 
Knowledge":

Becoming an expert in something means that we 
become more and more fascinated by nuance and 
complexity … and we start to forget what it’s like not 
to know what we know. (p. 46)
	 For instance, physicists now know that electrons 
don’t orbit the nucleus [of an atom] the way that 
planets do. In reality, electrons move in "probability 
clouds." So what do you tell a sixth grader? Do you 
talk about the motion of planets, which is easy to un-
derstand and nudges you closer to the truth? Or do 
you talk about "probability clouds," which are impos-
sible to understand but accurate? … (56)
	 People are tempted to tell you everything, with 
perfect accuracy, right up front, when they should be 
giving you just enough info to be useful, then a little 
more, then a little more. (57)

I quote the Heaths not to make an excuse for Wise 
Bauer. I believe she needs to "pay the price"—whatever 
that may be—for her mistakes. No. I quote the Heaths in 
order to beg your forbearance a bit, in how you approach 
our notes (or lack thereof ) and how you decide to work 
with your children.

You may have heard of the multi–hundred–page–thick 
Instructor’s Guides we wrote for some of the high school 
programs to counterbalance and correct what we see as 
errors and imbalances in some of the key texts we carry for 
those courses. Perhaps you think we should write similar 
notes for this program.

I would like to suggest that such a course of action 
would be ill–advised. For the reasons the Heaths outline. 
Students at the upper–elementary/middle school level 
are still trying to understand the general contours of his-
tory. I beg you to let them. They’ll have plenty of time to 
improve their understanding later on.

Meanwhile, if and as you see errors in Wise Bauer’s text, 
please bring them to our attention. We bring them to Mrs. 
Wise Bauer’s attention, and, until she includes corrections 

The Markable Map 
 assignment 

indication

The coordinates 
 marking the location 

on the map

The map on which 
 you will find the 
assigned place

 London , England �(F2) �  �(F3) �  South Wales  (map 3)
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in future editions, we intend to include our own correc-
tions in our Instructor’s Guides.

So: If—and as—you see errors, please email them to  
IGCorrections@sonlight.com or, if you prefer, simply, 
main@sonlight.com.

At this time, we have only read with a fine eye for detail 
Volume 4 in the series. One of our customers, Carol Cowan 
of New Zealand, graciously provided a detailed commen-
tary on chapters 41 and 42 of Volume 3. We have edited 
her notes and included them in the appropriate Sonlight 
Curriculum Instructor’s Guides… .

Spelling
See our introductory comments in Section One.

Read-Alouds
Classic Poetry

There is no study guide for the book Classic Poetry. 
Read through the poems with you children and create a 
positive experience interacting with the words, thoughts, 
and ideas presented. In the back of the book, on page 154, 
there are notes about some of the poems.

Creative Expression
5-Day/4-Day

What a Character!

This week, your assignment is to write a one-page char-
acter sketch of your favorite character in A Murder for Her 
Majesty. To get your feet wet, we’ll let you rely heavily on 
the author’s work this week. In the future, though, you’ll 
have to learn to flex your own creative muscle!

Before you begin, we want you to think about one of the 
more useful techniques of conveying information about a 
person: description. To start, read the following passage:

A well–dressed old woman who is very rich and self–
centered leaves a store and gets into her car.

Are you able to picture her? Probably not! The problem 
is that this sentence summarizes the observer’s judgments 
about her; it doesn’t really describe her. And it certainly 
doesn’t permit us to form our own opinions.

Compare what you’ve just read to the following:

Impatiently waiting for her chauffeur to escort her to 
her limousine, Mrs. Rockefeller straightens the jew-
eled collar on the Pekingese tucked under her arm. 
With her hand–carved cane she motions aside  
a street vendor about to cross her path.

From this introduction you don’t have to be told that 
Mrs. Rockefeller is elderly, wealthy, and self-centered; the 
description of her actions and appearance demonstrates 
that she is. The details help us picture the character in our 
minds and develop our own impressions of her.

Your goal should be to write a character sketch as 
descriptive as the second example above. Don’t just  
summarize what you think about the character. Use 
description to show the reader what kind of person the 
character is.

So go ahead and choose your favorite character from 
A Murder for Her Majesty. Then review the book to refresh 
your memory about how the author describes this char-
acter. Which of the author’s descriptive elements are your 
favorites?

Ready to write? With your favorite character in mind, 
use the author’s descriptions to create your own character 
sketch. For example, is there a particular event in the story 
that you feel really captures the essence of your chosen 
character? If so, feel free to use it as the basis of your 
sketch. Embellish it with whatever additional details will 
help your reader understand what you want to say about 
the character.

Or perhaps there’s a specific scene that involves your 
character that you really like. Use it as part of your sketch, 
but expand upon it. Tell what happened before or after 
the scene as written by the author.

If you’re still having a hard time getting started, feel free 
to try the following step-by-step approach:

1.	 Start by deciding what kind of personality the char-
acter has. Is the person nice or mean? Good or bad? 
Friendly or aloof? Here is a list of some personality 
types:

mean protective generous a leader

friendly lucky stingy a follower

gentle down & out moody optimistic

honest successful crazy pessimistic

kind hardworking saintly dishonest

loving lazy ambitious hateful

2.	 List all of the physical characteristics of the character. 
Not just short or tall, fat or thin, old or young, but note 
the way he dresses, moves, gestures, carries him-
self, and changes expression. Carefully observe the 
character—do you see any nervous habits, manner-
isms, repeated gestures? Go over your list and select 
only those physical characteristics that help prove the 
personality of the character.
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3.	 Think of things the character has said and done in his 
relationships with others. How does he treat people? 
What decisions is he responsible for? Make a list of the 
deeds that will prove your portrait.

	 For example, what does the following paragraph tell 
you about the person described?

Gary slammed the phone into its receiver. "I can’t  
believe this! They told me it would be done today." 
"I can give you a ride if you need one," offered Greg. 
"That’s not the point," thundered Gary. "When some-
one tells me something is going to be done, I expect 
it to be done!"

4.	 Select a persona—a voice from which to observe the 
target. What person should you be as the observer? 
Can you use your own voice, or would it be more 
convincing to pretend to be someone else? This is 
important, because different observers will notice dif-
ferent things about the same target.

	 The previous examples are written from the third 
person omniscient viewpoint, i.e., from the perspec-
tive of an outsider who knows all of the facts ("With 
her hand-carved cane she motions aside a street 
vendor about to cross her path."). However, you could 
choose to write from the first person point of view, 
i.e., a more personal perspective, using "I" instead of 
"he," "she," etc. ("As I pushed my hot dog cart into the 
street, some rich lady swung her cane and almost 
knocked me down."). Here is an example:

I saw her stop to gaze into the window. At first, I 
thought she was just window shopping. It was, af-
ter all, one of the finer dress shops in the city. I was 
amused, though, to see her eventually pull out her 
lipstick. The window was apparently nothing more 
than the nearest mirror big enough to capture her 
reflection.

5.	 Finally, blend the observations of looks and deeds 
into a paragraph description that will convince your 
audience that the character really is of the particular 
personality type you believe he is.

Remember: A good writer almost always writes, 
rewrites, and rewrites once more before he is satisfied. You 
should do the same. Work on a rough draft first, and then 
polish your paper into a final draft that shines!

For inspiration, here is one last example before you 
begin your assignment:

In his chamber the doctor sat up in his high bed. He 
had on his dressing gown of red watered silk that 
had come from Paris, a little tight over the chest now 
if it was buttoned. On his lap was a silver tray with a 
silver chocolate pot and a tiny cup of eggshell china, 
so delicate that it looked silly when he lifted it with 
his big hand, lifted it with the tips of thumb and 
forefinger and spread the other three fingers wide 
to get them out of the way. His eyes rested in puffy 
little hammocks of flesh and his mouth drooped with 
discontent. He was growing very stout, and his voice 
was hoarse with the fat that pressed on his throat. 
Beside him on a table were a small Oriental gong 
and a bowl of cigarettes. The furnishings of the room 
were heavy and dark and gloomy.
			           —from The Pearl by John Steinbeck  n
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A Murder for Her Majesty
crenelations: repeated square indentations in a defense 
wall to allow defenders access to shoot.

adage: a saying that sets forth a general truth and that 
has gained credit through long use For example: “A Tuck-
field must land on his feet.”

York contained Roman walls: were built ca. AD 300 by 
the father of Constantine the Great. The Romans used  
York as a headquarters until the legions began to leave in 
AD 410. 

Vocabulary to Learn
… comes like a benediction at the very end of autumn … 
(short blessing with which public worship is concluded)

… the unexpected timbre nearly made her jump … (the 
quality given to a sound by its overtones that distinguishes it 
from other sounds of the same pitch and volume)

Timeline and Map Activities
	 York Q; Ouse River W (map 1)

Chapter 3

Unfamiliar Words
high altar: a large church may have several altars on the 
sides of the nave or in separate chapels within the same 
building. High altar refers to the main altar in the chancel.

nave: the central area of the church.

chorister: a singer in a choir.

Matins: the morning prayer service.

Eucharist: communion.

transept: two lateral sections that cross the nave at right 
angles to form the cross.

prelude: music that precedes a church service.

triforium: a gallery of arches above the side-aisle vaulting 
the nave of a church.

Vocabulary to Learn
… there was a furtive air about them that piqued her 
curiosity … (furtive: done by stealth; piqued: to provoke; 
arouse)

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	This book maintains great balance between conflict, 

resolution, and rest in between. Locate the conflicts 
and resolutions in Chapters 1–3.

A:	p. 1—food, shelter, rest needed, resolved pp. 2–3 as 
Geoffrey helps; p. 6 and 13—Dame Agnes threatens, 
Geoffrey’s quick thought resolves problem; p. 10—murder, 
unresolved yet, but Alice stays alive, pp. 11–12;  

Setting
The Shambles in York, England during the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth (reign: 1558–1603).

Overview
Alice Tuckfield watches as ambitious men murder her 
beloved father. She flees to her father’s friend, but along 
the way, exhausted, cold, and tired, she runs into a cho-
rister (literally). Chagrined, he takes her to his boarding 
house and, as a joke, persuades her to join the choir. Alice 
soon learns that her initial destination is dangerous, so 
she stays in the choir, attends school, and studies music, 
while all her professors and many of her friends think she 
is a boy. When her old enemies kidnap her, however, her 
friends come to her rescue, and she finally reaches safety 
with her father’s friend, surrounded by friends of her own.

Chapter 1 

Unfamiliar Words
Evensong (Anglican Church): daily evening service with 
prayers prescribed in the Book of Common Prayer.

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	Morris recommends the poorhouse. Why is that not a 

good option?
A:	they’ll work her to death there; the food, clothing and care 

are not good (think Dickens era)

Q:	What do you think of the first sentence of this book, 
“Alice was cold”? Does it grab your attention? How 
about the first paragraph? If one of your siblings wrote 
this, would you care to keep reading?

Chapter 2 

Unfamiliar Words
a round: a song in which voices follow each other; one 
voice starts and others join in one after another until all 
are singing different parts of the song at the same time 
(think Row, Row, Row your Boat).

knacker: people who collect old and dead horses and use 
the body for meat, glue, and hides.

Cathedral close: an area partially or entirely enclosed by 
walls or buildings.

crypt: an underground vault or chamber, especially one 
beneath a church that is used as a burial place.

cassock: a black garment reaching down to the ankles; 
worn by priests or choristers.

surplice: loose-fitting white ecclesiastical vestment with 
wide sleeves, worn over a cassock.
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p. 15 [and 5]—Morris dislikes Pup’s presence, temporarily 
resolved with threats and physical violence; pp. 25–26—
conspirators plot in cathedral, so Pup resolves to avoid 
them; pp. 34–39—Orlando oversleeps, how can Pup leave 
the house, Morris tries to foil the plan and then tells all; the 
boys planned ahead and Morris looks foolish

Chapter 4

Unfamiliar Words
thurible: a metal egg-shaped incense holder with holes 
on top that hung from a chain.

vestments: any ritual robe worn by members of the 
clergy, especially a garment worn at the celebration of the 
Eucharist.

albs: a long white linen robe with tapered sleeves worn by 
a priest at Mass.

acolyte: one who assists a minister in a liturgical service.

cadence: a progression of chords moving to a harmonic 
close, point of rest, or sense of resolution.

introit: a hymn or psalm sung when the ministers  
enter at the opening of a service, especially in the Angli-
can Church.

The Kyrie: a musical piece that uses a brief petition  
and response with or composed of the words “Lord,  
have mercy.”

Agnus Dei: a musical piece that includes the words, Jesus 
as the Lamb of God.

recessional hymn: a hymn that accompanies the exit of 
the clergy and choir after a service.

Plague: a fierce run of the Black Death spread through 
England in 1565, so Alice’s father could easily have died 
from it.

Papist: another name for a Catholic; Queen Elizabeth’s 
half sister, Mary (Bloody Mary) attempted to bring Eng-
land back to the Catholicism that her father Henry VIII had 
banned; Elizabeth reversed Mary’s program and made the 
Church of England (a protestant religion) the legal reli-
gion; Henry, as a Papist would have worshipped outside 
the law. 

Plantagenet: the Tudor and Plantagenet lines fought 
in the War of the Roses, and the Tudor line conquered; 
Elizabeth is of the Tutor line, hence Randall jokes that he is 
eligible for the throne.

Vocabulary to Learn
… learn to be a little more circumspect … (careful to con-
sider all circumstances and possible consequences, prudent)

Chapter 5

Unfamiliar Words
Chapel Royal: a choir that provides music for England’s 
sovereign.

Vocabulary to Learn
… Alice lost the last vestiges of her timidity … (the small-
est quantity or trace)

… Alister, forsooth … (in truth; indeed)

… Randall smiled a little reminiscently … (tending to recall 
or suggest something in the past)

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	Thus far, who are the antagonists in the story?
A:	the murderers of Alice’s father, Lord Crofton and Sir 

Roderick Donne; Morris; possibly Master Kenton who 
dislikes choir boys; possibly Master Frost; the man with an 
affected voice in the cathedral; as Alice traveled, nature 
was against her, and now, her gender could be a problem

Q:	Describe four of the characters briefly.
A:	Geoffrey: with a quick mind and tongue, big heart, cheery 

outlook on life; Pup: pleased with friends, musically 
gifted, charming though scared; Morris: concerned with 
propriety, not with pity; Dame Agnes: shrewish, cares for 
many boys, constantly suspicious—with good reason; 
Master Kenton: sour-faced, distant, musically gifted; 
Master Frost: energetic, enthusiastic, music-lover

Chapter 6

Unfamiliar Words
realizations: the addition, by the musician, of chords and 
passing notes to a figured (or written) bass line.

galliard: a lively court dance of Italian origin, usually in 
triple time, popular in 16th and 17th centuries.

a capella: anthem for six voices: music performed by 
voices alone without instrument accompaniment.

Vocabulary to Learn
… absolve him … (to set free from an obligation or the 
consequences of guilt)

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	Locate the conflicts and resolutions in Chapters 4–6.
A:	p. 42—Sub-Dean a co-conspirator against her father:  

no resolution yet; pp. 52–57—Master Frost discovers  
Alice and she auditions, fearful of expulsion, though she 
passes; p. 72—Morris tries to tell Master Frost that Pup is a 
girl, but Timothy catches him, finds out he is jealous,  
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and explains to Master Frost that Morris is breaking and 
has a vendetta against Pup; p. 77—Master Kenton angrily 
addresses Pup, who scathingly retorts, with the surprising 
result that Master Kenton agrees to teach Pup to play the 
virginal

Chapter 7

Unfamiliar Words
Catechism: summaries religious doctrine written in the 
form of questions and answers.

Vocabulary to Learn
… Master Frost smiled enigmatically … (in a cryptic man-
ner, mysterious)

… Master Kenton glared down at her sardonically … 
(scornfully mocking)

Chapter 8

Unfamiliar Words
verger: one who is responsible for the interior of a church.

Advent: the period beginning four Sundays before 
Christmas and observed by some Christians as a season of 
prayer and fasting.

Archbishop: a bishop of the highest rank, heading an 
archdiocese or province.

Collects: a short prayer comprising an invocation, peti-
tion, and conclusion.

Gloria: a short hymn of praise to God.

crozier: a staff with a crook or cross at the end, carried  
by or before an abbot, bishop, or archbishop as a symbol 
of office.

Vocabulary to Learn
… authority seemed to emanate from him … (to flow 
from)

… master’s tone was brusque … (short and abrupt, dis-
courteously blunt)

… that sanctimonious old windbag … (hypocritically 
devout)

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	How does the virginal differ from the voice?
A:	the virginal, unlike piano or voice, has no dynamic 

range—all the notes are a uniform volume—so pauses 
and hesitations emphasize a phrase instead

Q:	How does Alice defend her care for the cat, Catechism?
A:	she tells Father Cooper that good Christians should care 

for all of God’s creatures, that God wouldn’t mind a cat in 
his house and he should not either

Chapter 9

Unfamiliar Words
Epiphany: a Christian feast celebrating the manifestation 
of the divine nature of Jesus to the Gentiles as represented 
by the Magi, observed on January 6.

Vocabulary to Learn
… “It didn’t make much sense to me,” she temporized … 
(to engage in discussions or negotiations, especially so as to 
achieve a compromise or gain time)

… and although he was far from pacified, they had a tacit 
agreement … (pacified: to ease the anger or agitation; 
tacit: implied or indicated but not actually expressed)

Chapter 10

Unfamiliar Words
entailed: to have, impose, or require as a necessary 
accompaniment or consequence.

preferment: the act of advancing to a higher position.

Vocabulary to Learn
… require finesse … (skillful handling of a situation)

… stop being so cryptic … (having hidden meaning; 
mystifying)

To Discuss After You Read
Sir Henry Tuckfield says, “I’ve better things to do than 
listen to the demented gibberings of a senile reprobate in 
clerical garb.” Rewrite this sentence in plain English.

Chapter 11

Unfamiliar Words
the procession: participants included: thurifer, crucifer, 
acolytes, choir, priests, Dean, Archbishop.

Vocabulary to Learn
… last cadence shimmered … (a progression of chords 
moving to a harmonic close, point of rest, or sense of 
resolution)

… inexorably it drew to a close … (not to be persuaded or 
moved by entreaty, relentless)

… but she greeted them effusively … (excessive in emo-
tional expression)

… sick of your bumbling ineptitude … (state of being 
inept, incompetent)

… outlined their plan of action succinctly … (concise  
and terse)
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Chapter 12

Unfamiliar Words
madrigals: a polyphonic song written for four to six 
voices.

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	How do the choir boys celebrate Christmas?
A:	after service they have a party with all the Masters 

and students; plenty of food, gifts all round, music and 
decorations and fun

Chapter 13

Unfamiliar Words
minster close: land surrounding or beside a cathedral.

Chapter 14

Vocabulary to Learn
… too fastidious to be grateful … (difficult to please)

… not quite maudlin … (effusively or tearfully sentimental) 

… hints and innuendoes—marvelous … (an indirect or 
subtle implication in expression; insinuation)

… priest preened a little … (to take pride or satisfaction in 
oneself; gloat)

… his calm demeanor crumbled … (behavior toward oth-
ers; outward manner)

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	Is the Queen pleased with Tuckfield’s murder? How do 

you know?
A:	Master Hunnis assures Alice that the Queen liked Tuckfield 

and that she is not pleased with his death; Father Cooper 
is angry that the Queen liked the suspected Papist, and 
that none of the three conspirators will get their wishes

Timeline and Map Activities
	 North Sea E (map 1)

Chapter 15

Vocabulary to Learn
… verger regarded them dubiously … (in a questionable, 
doubtful manner)

… non sequitur, surely … (a statement that does not follow 
logically from what preceded it)

Chapter 16

Unfamiliar Words
silver ewer: a vase-shaped pitcher with a flaring spout.

Vocabulary to Learn
… had the audacity to foist some hoydenish brat on me 
and Master Frost … (audacity: fearless daring; foist: to 
impose [something or someone unwanted] upon another by 
trickery; hoydenish: high-spirited, boisterous) 

Chapter 17

Unfamiliar Words
Crucifix: a cross viewed as a symbol of Jesus’s crucifixion.

Vocabulary to Learn
… eyed Geoffrey inscrutably … (difficult to fathom or 
understand)

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	Analyze chapters 15–17 for conflict and resolution.
A:	pp. 195–196—Father Boyce confronts Father Cooper, 

so Father Boyce is convinced of his guilt; p. 197—Pup is 
trussed and trapped; she removes her bindings and drops 
her mitten; p. 202—Father Boyce tells the boys to leave 
the search, but they decide to continue; p. 209—after they 
follow Father Cooper for a time, he catches Geoffrey!

Chapter 18

Vocabulary to Learn
… told the story without undue embellishment … (elabo-
ration by the use of decorative [sometimes fictitious] detail)

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	How do the boys find Pup?
A:	they follow Father Cooper, realize she must be in the 

Cathedral somewhere, then search until they find her

Chapter 19–20
Note to Mom or Dad: The Dean plans to send Pup to an 
abbey in keeping with her rank. In England at this time, 
nobility did not freely associate with commoners. Because 
Pup’s father had been an Earl, she needed to live with a 
noble family.

Vocabulary to Learn
… idea of propriety however your must … (correct or 
appropriate behavior)

… but Kenton’s voice closed over his, implacable as the 
tide … (not capable of being appeased)

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	What does the Dean want to do for Alice and why? Why 

does he change his mind?
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A:	he wants her to join a nunnery where she will continue 
her education and be treated as a lady; he feels that if 
he asks Lady Jenny, she cannot say no because she is the 
patroness of the choir; Master Kenton threatens to quit if 
Pup is not happy

Q:	Describe Lady Jenny.

A:	eccentric, does not allow impositions, young, mischievous, 
wealthy with a beautiful home and excellent instruments, 
wonderful food, persuasive tongue, quick mind

Timeline and Map Activities
	 Liverpool R (map 1)  n
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Core H Week 18 Five-Day

Key: N See Notes following Schedule  Map Assignment dTimeline Figure in packet d Timeline Suggestion

Bible
The BBC Manual pp. 84–85

Live Like a Jesus Freak chap. 5

Reading Luke 4 Luke 9 Luke 10 Luke 15 Luke 16

Memorization Continue with the Bridge.

History: See Study Guide
Abraham Lincoln’s World pp. 75–82

d o  o
pp. 83–87
d o  o

pp. 88–93
d o  o

pp. 94–102
d o  o

pp. 103–111

The Story of the World: 
Early Modern Times

chap. 35
 o

chap. 34
do  o

The Usborne Encyclopedia 
of World History

pp. 344–345

Current Events o

Readers
Homeless Bird chaps. 1–2

 o
chaps. 3–5

d o
chaps. 6–7
 o

chaps. 8–9 chap. 10–end
 o

Read-Alouds
Great Expectations chaps. 1–3 chaps. 4–6 chaps. 7–8 chaps. 9–10 chaps. 11–12

Classic Poetry "Who has seen the 
wind?" 
p. 82

"Sonnet" 
pp. 82–83

"How doth the 
little crocodile" 

p. 87

Language Arts
Spelling

Creative Expression� N I Do Rough Draft Final Draft

Optional:
Wordly Wise 3000 Book 7

Exercise 10E Exercise 11A Exercise 11B

Other Notes

Date:� Day 1� 86 Day 2� 87 Day 3� 88 Day 4� 89 Day 5� 90
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Week 18—Notes

Creative Expression
5-Day/4-Day

I Do

Your assignment this week is to write a short (1–2 page) 
paper that compares/contrasts the Hindu wedding words, 
as set forth in Homeless Bird, with the traditional Christian 
wedding vow (in sickness and in health, for better or for 
worse, etc.). How are they alike? How do they differ?  

Are these similarities and/or differences reflective of 
similarities and/or differences in the underlying religions? 
If so, how?

Remember: Try to both compare and contrast the 
subject matter. With enough thought and creativity, you 
should be able to find similarities and differences. Make 
sure you support your opinions with specific passages 
from the text. Also don’t concentrate too much on the 
obvious similarities or differences. Search for a new angle 
that will leave your reader with a unique perspective.  n
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Homeless Bird

Chapter 1
For all unusual Indian words, please see the glossary at the 
back of the book.

Unfamiliar Words
Sari: a five-yard length of cloth a woman wore wrapped as 
a dress.

Ghee: clarified butter.

Brahmans: the highest Hindu caste. India has four main 
castes and everyone is categorized into them.

Kshatriyas: the second highest caste. Included the war-
riors, rulers, and those concerned with the defense and 
administration of the village or state.

Third were the Vaishyas: who were traders, merchants, 
and farmers.

The lowest caste was the Shudras: the laborers and 
servants for the other castes.

Caste: was determined by birth—you fell into the same 
caste as your parents, and there was almost no way to 
change it. The caste system dictated your occupation, 
choice of spouse, and many other aspects of your life.

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	How old was Koly and why was it tough to find her  

a husband?
A:	thirteen; the family did not have much money for her 

dowry

Q:	Why didn’t Koly go to school?
A:	her parents thought she didn’t need an education, and 

there was no extra money for the fees and books

Q:	How did Koly prepare for her wedding?
A:	she washed her hair and Maa oiled and braided it, her 

face was dusted with golden turmeric powder and Maa 
painted a red tikka mark on her forehead, she wore  
kohl around her eyes, and paint on her lips and cheeks, 
she wore a yellow bridal thread, silver earrings, and her 
red sari

Q:	Compare the Hindu wedding words with the Christian 
wedding vow (in sickness and in health, for better or for 
worse, etc.). How are they alike? How do they differ?

Chapter 2

Unfamiliar Words
William Carey: (1761–1834) ended the practice of suttee 
or the burning of widows on their husbands’ funeral pyre 
in 1829. He pushed the British government to intervene 
and write a law to prohibit this cruel practice.

Tuberculosis: is a bacterial infection that usually attacks 
the lungs. Symptoms include: coughing up blood, lack of 
appetite, fever, weakness, weight loss, chills, and pain in 
the chest.

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	How many typical symptoms did Hari have?

Q:	Why did Hari’s parents want him to get married?
A:	they planned to use the dowry money to bring Hari to the 

Ganges in hopes that the holy river would cure him

Timeline and Map Activities
	 Varanasi Q; Ganges River W (map 1)

Chapter 3

Unfamiliar Words
Sikhs: followers of the Sikhism religion.

Jains: take many ideas from Hinduism and Buddhism. 
They preach vegetarianism and thus cover their mouths to 
keep from accidentally swallowing bugs.

 “The name of Rama is truth”: In Hindu teaching, Rama 
is the seventh incarnation (or avatar) of Vishnu. He is the 
hero of the Indian Epic “Ramayana” (the story of Rama). 
Born as the prince of Ayodhya, he faces many tribulations, 
chief among which is being banished to the forest, due to 
the machinations of his stepmother. During his exile, his 
wife Sita is abducted by Ravana demon king of the Lanka 
island (Ceylon). With the aid of Hanuman, Rama rescues 
Sita and slays Ravana, and is crowned as the king of Ayod-
hya. Why do you think Hindus focus on Rama at the time 
of death?

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	Why were there urns on the train?
A:	to bring the ashes of dead people to spread on the  

Ganges River

Q:	Why did Sassur give money to the beggars?
A:	to win favor with the gods

Q:	Was Varanasi a religious city? Defend your answer.
A:	yes, it held fifteen thousand shrines and a huge (eight 

minarets) mosque, with close access to the Ganges; people 
came from all over India to worship there

Q:	Hari’s body is cremated and he is set free by returning 
his body to fire, water, and earth and mourners 
command him to live eternally. How is this belief of the 
afterlife similar and different to your understanding?
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Chapter 4

Unfamiliar Words
The Untouchables: were below the lowest caste; they 
had no caste. They performed the most menial jobs, such 
as dealing with dead bodies and cleaning toilets. Higher-
caste people believed that if they touched one of the 
caste-less, they would be contaminated and would need 
to go through cleansing rituals.

Holi: the festival that celebrates Krishna’s love for the fair 
Radha. People spray one another with red powder mixed 
with cow’s dung and urine. According to one reference, 
Krishna is dark complexioned while his consort/lover is 
light. When Krishna was young and complained to his 
mother about his dark skin, she told him he could paint 
himself any color he wanted. People spray paint to cel-
ebrate this.

monsoon: a season when wind from the southwest brings 
heavy rainfall.

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	Krishna’s birthday was a national holiday with fireworks, 

and carnival activities. How is this similar to Christmas? 

Q:	Why does Sassur not enjoy teaching? Do you think 
Sassur was a bad teacher? Defend your answer.

A:	he is paid little and the students do not respect him and are 
rude; no, he easily taught Koly to read and to enjoy poetry

Timeline and Map Activities
d	 Rabindranath Tagore (1861–1941)

Chapter 5

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	Why was Chandra’s fiancée considered a good catch?
A:	he went to the mission school and plans for a good job 

with computers

Q:	What good things did Koly bring to the family?
A:	her dowry allowed the family to visit Varanasi, her widow’s 

pension added to Chandra’s dowry, and Chandra wore her 
wedding sari

Chapter 6

Vocabulary to Learn
… pariah dog would slink into the courtyard … (a wild 
dog which was once domesticated)

Chapter 7

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	Describe Sassur’s funeral.
A:	Sass tied his thumbs together to show he could no 

longer work and tied his feet together so his ghost could 

not return; he was cremated in a nearby field, and the 
mourners dropped small stones on the way home to keep 
spirits from following them

Q:	Where does Sass move to and why?
A:	Delhi, to care for her younger brother’s children and help 

with the housework

Q:	Why are so many widows abandoned?
A:	the family doesn’t want to care for them—women are 

not valued in the society; widows have little likelihood of 
re-marriage and many have little schooling to prepare 
them for outside work

Timeline and Map Activities
	 Delhi E; Vrindavan R (map 1)

Chapter 8

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	When would the monks give widows food?
A:	 if they spent the day chanting

Q:	What does Koly mean when she says, “it would be Sass’s 
final cruelty to me, to make me be like her.”

Q:	Where does Raji bring Koly?
A:	to a home for widows partially supported by a rich 

woman—here widows removed their widow clothes, 
are given jobs, get a place to live, nourishing food, and 
support

Chapter 9

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	How did Koly get her various jobs?
A:	she threaded flowers with another widow, was allowed 

to string beads because she gave the flower seller a 
good idea, and sewed saris because the rich woman was 
impressed with her quilt

Q:	How did Koli repay Raji’s kindness?
A:	she taught him to read

Chapter 10

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	How does Koly get into trouble?
A:	she deceives her housemother and makes friends with an 

irresponsible girl, in an effort to “be cool”

Chapter 11

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	Why does Koly decide to marry Raji?
A:	he is kind to her and she misses him when he is gone; he 

creates a room for her where she can fulfill her dreams of 
embroidery
















